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he .  ^f  FOREWORD 

The  Inventory  of  County  Archives  of  Illinois  is  one  of  a  number 
of  bibliographies  of  historical  materials  prepared  throughout  the  United 
States  by  workers  on  The  Historical  Records  Survey  of  the  Works  Progress 
Administration,  The  publication  herewith  presented,  an  inventory  of  the 
archives  of  Stephenson  County,  is  niimber  89  of  the  Illinois  series. 

The  Historical  Records  Survey  was  xindertaken  in  the  winter  of 
1935-36  for  the  purpose  of  providing  useful  employment  to  needy  unem- 
ployed historians,  lawyers,  teachers,  and  research  and  clerical  workers. 
In  carrying  out  this  objective,  the  project  was  organized  to  compile 
inventories  of  historical  materials,  particularly  the  unpublished  gov- 
ernment documents  and  records  which  are. basic  in  the  administration  of 
local  government,  and  which  provide  invaluable  data  for  students  of 
political,  economic,  and  social  history.  The  archival  guide  herewith 
presented  is  intended  to  meet  the  requirements  of  day-to-day  administra- 
tion by  the  officials  of  the  co-unty,  and  also  the  needs  of  lawyers-;  bus- 
iness men  and  other  citizens  who  require  facts  from  the  public  records 
for  the  proper  conduct  of  their  affairs.  The  volume  is  so  designed  that 
it  can  be  used  by  the  historian  in  his  research  in  unprintcd  sources  in 
the  same  way  he  uses  the  library  card  catalog  for  printed  sources. 

The  inventories  produced  by  The  Historical  Records  Survey  attempt 
to  do  more  than  give  merely  a  list  of  records  -  they  attempt  further  to 
sketch  in  the  historical  background  of  the  coTonty  or  other  unit  of  gov- 
ernment, and  to  describe  precisely  and  in  detail  the  organization  and 
functions  of  the  government  agencies  vrtiose  records  they  list.  The 
county,  town,  and  other  local  inventories  for  the  entire  coxinty  will, 
when  completed,  constitute  an  encyclopedia  of  local  government  as  well 
as  a  bibliography  of  local  archives. 

The  successful  conclusion  of  the  work  of  The  Historical  Records 
Survey,  even  in  a  single  county,  would  not  be  possible  without  the  sup- 
port of  public  officials,  historical  and  legal  specialists,  and  many 
other  groups  in  the  community.  Their  cooperation  is  gratefully  acknow- 
ledged. 

The  Survey  was  organized  and  h$is  been  directed  by  Luther  H,  Evajis, 
and  operates  as  a  nation-wide  project  in  the  Division  of  Women's  and 
Professional  Projects,  of  which  Mrs,  Ellen  S,  Woodward,  Assistant  Admin- 
istrator, is  in  charge. 


HAEEY  L.  HOPKINS 
Administrator 


PREFACE 


The  Historical  Records  Survey  was  initiated  as  a  nation-wide  under- 
taking in  January  1936,  as  part  of  the  Federal  Writers*  Project  of  the 
Works  Progress  Administration,  In  Illinois  the  Survey  became  an  inde- 
pendent unit  in  August  1936,  but  continued  to  operate  as  a  part  of  the 
nation-wide  project  under  the  technical  supervision  of  Dr.  Luther  H, 
Evans,  National  Director,  ajid  under  the  administrative  supervision  of 
the  Division  of  Women's  and  Professional  Projects. 

In  compiling  this  Inventory  of  the  Archives  of  Stephonson  County, 
the  Siirvey  has  sought  to  locate,  describe,  and  classify  all  extant 
county  records  and  to  make  them  more  easily  accessible  to  county  officials, 
the  general  public,  and  research  workers.   It  is  believed  that  this  in- 
ventory will  be  usoful  in  the  preservation  of  this  valuable  material,  and 
as  a  guide  to  the  archives  wherein  may  be  found  so  much  important  infor- 
mation in  the  field  of  history,  sociology,  political  science,  and  econom- 
ics. While  some  historians  have  realized  this  for  many  years,  the  general 
public  has  never  been  made  aware  of  the  intrinsic  worth  of  this  material. 
In  the  official  documents  of  Stephenson  County  is  continued  the  story  of 
the  coming  into  the  wilderness  of  settlers  who  created  a  territory  and  the 
rudiments  of  a  simple  frontier  government,  bought  and  sold  land,  built 
roads,  established  schools,  and  later  founded  a  state. 

The  Historical  Records  Survey  has  proved  itself  of  valuable  assis- 
tance to  local  and  county  governments  in  Illinois,  Records  havo  been 
re-arranged  and  made  more  accessible,  material  believed  to  be  lost  has 
been  located,  indexing  projects  have  been  fostered,  and  county  officials 
have  been  encouraged  sind  induced  to  provide  new  equipment  for  their  of- 
fices and  better  storage  space  for  the  records. 

In  addition,  the  program  of  the  Survey  has  been  planned  to  dovetail 
with  the  long  range  plans  of  the  State  of  Illinois  for  the  care  of  its 
state  and  local  archives.  For  exauiple,  the  first  step  in  the  Illinois 
program,  the  moving  of  all  state  records  into  a  new. Archives  Building, 
has  been  materially  aided  by  the  preparation  of  preliminary  inventories 
by  Survey  workers  for  the  various  state  departments.  Again,  the  program 
of  the  State  for  the  preservation  of  county  records,  including  the  making 
of  microphotographic  copies  of  all  important  historical  documents,  ob- 
viously presupposes  inventories  such  as  The  Historical  Records  S\xrvey  is 
now  making. 

Since  under  Illinois  law  no  records  may  be  destroyed  without  specific 
enabling  legislation,  the  tremendous  increase  in  the  bulk  of  records  being 
produced  today  makes  it  impossible  for  either  the  State  or  the  counties  to 
preserve  all  records.  Hence,  there  has  been  considerable  destruction  of 
records.  The  inventories  being  compiled  by  The  Historical  Records  Survey 
now  make  possible  for  the  first  time  a  scientific  study  of  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  record  destruction.  If,  as  seems  likely,  this  results  in  adequate 
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and  sensible  legislation  permitting  necessary  reduction  in  the  bulk  of 
records,  this  single  use  of  the  inventories  may  prove  the  most  important 
contribution  of  the  Survey. 

Under  the  direction  of  Alston  G,  Field,  who  resigned  as  state 
director  on  October  31,  1937,  tho  original  field  work  in  Stephenson 
County,  the  eighty-ninth  on. the  alphabetically  arranged  list  of  the  one 
hundred. and  two  counties  in  Illinois,  was  completed  on  April  27,  1937, 
The  work  was  performed  by  W,  A,  Stassen  and  Dana  A.  Dictz  and  supervised 
by  V,  C,  Karchcr,  Supplementary  surveys  of  county  offices  not  previ- 
ously taken,  wore  made  in  Maiy,  Juno,  and  July.  The  final  recheck, 
including. a  thorough  search  for  missing  and  incomplete  records,  was 
started  October  29,  1937,  and  completed  November  26,  1937  by  Harold  B. 
Charaplain, 

The  invpntorj'  was  prepared  for  publication  by  the  stato  editorial 
staff  of  The  Historical  Records  Survey  at  Chicago,  under  the  supervision 
of  Herbert  R.  Rifkind,  Assisting  were:  Martine  O'Connor  in  charge  of 
editing  and  rc-oditing;  Kathleen  Summit  in  charge  of  arranging  and  in- 
dexing; Theodore  Nicholson  in  charge  of  rcchecking;  and  Edward  J. 
McDonough  in  charge  of  format  and  collation.  The  legal  essays  were 
prepared  by  Alonzo  D,  Brewer,  under  the  supervision  of  Irving  E.  Barnett. 
Typing,  stencil  cutting,  and  mimeographing  were  supervised  by  Dorothy  V, 
Herold.   In  addition,  too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  the  other 
memb;,rs  of  the  editorial  and  typing  staffs  for  their  intelligent  and 
diligent  cooperation  in  the  compilation  of  this  inventory. 

The  various  units  of  the  Inventory  of  County  Archives  of  Illinois 
v/ill  be  available  for  distribution  to  government  offices,  libraries, 
schools,  and  historical  societies  in  Illinois,  and  libraries  and  govern- 
mental agencies  in  other  states.  Requests  for  information  concerning 
particular  units  of  the  Inventory  should  bo  addressed  to  tho  state 
director. 

All  of  tho  officers  of  Stephenson  County  cooperated  in. every  possible 
way  with  the  workers,  and  gr.-.iteful  acknowledgment  of  their  aid  is  made. 
County  officials  at  the  time. of  the  Survey  'jere:   Charles  G.  Keck,  .Co^I:lty 
Clerk;  John  E,  Miller,  .Circuit  Clerk;  Matt  W.  Graham,  Coiinty  Treasurer; 
Lee  Auraj.d,  Sheriff;  Louis. F.  Rcinhold,  State's  Attorney;  Harold  D.  .Jaipes, 
Countj'-  Judge;  Thomas  R.  Pfiotcrer,  Superintendent  of  Schools;  A.  F^ 
Stanley,  Surveyor;  Oscar  G.  Kiveley,  Superintendent  of  Highways;  Dr.  E, 
A.  Dicstclmeier,  Coroner;  Peter  E.  McDonald,  Master  in  Chancery;  and 
V.  J,  B,?jitcr,  County  Agricultural  Adviser,   I  wish  also  to  express 
appreciation  for  the  cooper?tion  rendered  by  the  officers  of  tho  Illinois 
State  Library,  and  by  the  officials  of  the  Illinois  Works  Progress  Admin- 
istration and  the  Federal  Writers'  Project,  For  the  cover  design  and 
the  binding  vve  are  indebted  respectively  to  the  Federal  Art  Project  and 
the  Bookbinding  Project  of  District  3,  Chicago,  Illinois. 


// 


•tAJ7  C   (O^:^. 


Hov/ard  E,  Colgan  / 

State  Director  / 

June  30,  1938  The  Historical  Records  Survey 
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(First  entry,  p.  35) 


1.  HISTORICAL  SKEIUCE 


In  contrast  to  its  present  peaceful  and  prosperous  state,  Stephenson 
County  in  its  early  days  vjas  the  battleground  for  many  determined  struggles 
between  conflicting  parties  and  opinio-is.   Some  years  before  its  formation 
in  1837,  white  men  and  Indians  in  the  Black  Hawk  lar  fought  bitterly  for  the 
possession  of  its  soil.,  It  was  one  of  fourteen  northern  Illinois  counties 
claimed  by  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  before  its  admission  into  the  Union 
as  a  State  in  1848.  Public  meetings  in  Stephenson,  newspaper  agitation  in 
favor  of  Tliiscongin^s  claim,  and  legislative  appeal,  all  helped  to  keep  the 
dispate  an  active  issue  over  many  of  the  years  from  1837  to  1848.  In  1858, 
Lincoln  and  Douglas  in  their  senatorial  campaign,  engaged  in  the  second  and 
most  momentous  of  their  famous  debates  at  Froeport,  its  county  seat.  Many 
stories  may  be  told  of  other  straggles  which  Stephenson  County  has  witnessed. 
In  the  lives  and  public  service  of  its  noted  men  and  women,  characters  such 
as  Jaiie  Addams  and  Mrso  Oscar  Taylor,  social  workers,  Horatio  Chapin  Burchard, 
Director  of  the  Mint,  Maj .  Gen.  Smith  D.  Atkins,  Dr.  William  W.  Krapp,  and 
others,  is  exemplified  the  courage  and  high  purpose  born  of  such  conflicts. 

Stephenson  County  was  created  from  Jo  Daviess  and  Winnebago  Counties 
by  legislative  enactment  of  the  Tenth  General  Assembly  in  session  at 
Vandalia,  March  4,  1837.-'-  It  was  named  for  Benjamin  Stephenson,  colonel 
of  Illinois  Militia  during  the  War  of  1812,  and  later  Adjutant  General  of 
Illinois  Territory.  Colonel  Stephenson  also  represented  Illinois  Territory 
as  a  delegate  in  Congress  from  1814  to  1816,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention  of  1818. 

The  first  trail  across  the  territory  that  became  Stephenson  was 
blazed  by  C.  W.  Kellog  in  1827.  Kellog  built  several  cabins  at  what  be- 
came known  as  Kellog' s  Grove  or  Tavern,  later  Timm's  Grove,  near  the  village 


1.   L^1837,  p.  96,  seco  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  State  of 
Illinois  represented  in  the  General  Assembly,  that  all  that  tract  of 
country  within  the  following  boundaries,  to  wit:  commencing  on  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  state  \7here  the  section  line  between  sec- 
tions three  and  four,  in  town  twenty-nine  north,  range  five  east  of 
the  fourth  principal  meridian,  strikes  said  line,  thence  east  on  the 
norbhern  boundary  of  the  State,  to  the  range  line  between  ranges  nine 
and  ten  east,  thence  south  on  said  range  line  to  the  northern  boundary 
of  Ogle  county,  thence  west  on  the  northern  boundary  of  Ogle  county 
to  and  passing  the  northwest  corner  of  the  county  to  the  line  between 
sections  thirty-three  and  thirty-four  in  township  twenty-six  north, 
range  five  east,  thence  north  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall  form  a 
county  to  be  called  Stephenson,  as  a  tribute  of  respect  to  the  late  Col, 
Benjamin  Stephenson, 
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of  Kent  in  Kent  Township,  about  mid-Trmy  betwoon  Galena  and  Dixon. 
Kellog's  Trail  proved  to  be  an  important  travel  route  between  these  two 
cities  and  Peoria,  Starting  at  Peoria  on  the  Illinois  River,  the  trail 
led  north  to  Dixon  on  the  Rock  Riverj  from  Dixon  it  swung  slightly  west 
of  north  to  Kellog's  Grove,  finally  branching  off  northwest  and  west  to 
Galena,  Over  this  trail  tramped  men  from  New  England,  New  York,  Ohio 
and  other  eastern  states  on  their  way  to  and  from  the  lead  mines  arovind 
Galena,  Later,  Kellog's  Trail  became  part  of  the  Army  Trail, 

It  was  not  until  the  defeat  of  the  renegade  Indian  Black  Hawk  in  1852 
that  Stephenson  County  vra.s  opened  to  peaceable  settlement.  Black  Hawk  long 
had  been  a  scourge  to  lAdiite  settlements  in  northern  Illinois.  His  extreme 
vindictiveness  goes  all  the  way  back  to  the  burning  of  the  village  of  his 
peoplo,  Sauk-E-Nuk,  by  Colonel  John  Montgomery  under  George  Rogers  Clark 
in  1780,  v*ien  Black  Hawk  vras  a  boy  of  thirteen.  Saui>-E-Nuk  then  was  lo- 
cated on  the  north  bank  of  the  Rock  River,  near  the  present  city  of  Rock 
Island,  a  short  distance  from  the  Mississippi  Rivor,  This  area  since  has 
been  acquired  by  the  State  of  Illinois  and  made  into  the  Black  Hawk  State 
Park, 

The  Sao  Indian  tribe,  of  liiich  Black  Hawk  was  a  chief,  were  united 
in  a  confederacy  Td.th  the  Fox  Indians  at  the  timo  the  Sac  and  Fox  chiefs 
met  with  William  Henry  Harrison  at  St,  Louis  to  sign  a  treaty  on  November 
3,  1804,  ceding  to  the  United  States  all  claims  to  lands  east  of  the 
lilississippi.   In  return,  the  chiefs  received  land  in  Iqvib.,   a  certain 
amount  of  supplies,  and  an  annuity  of  $1,000,  But  Black  Hawk  refused,  to 
recognize  or  respect  this  treaty.   Later,  v;-ith  tvro  hundred  braves,  he 
joined  the  British  against  the  Americans  in  the  V/ar  of  1812,  Dissatis- 
fied because  he  received  no  plunder.  Black  Hawk  deserted  the  British 
cause  in  1814  and  returned  to  his  village  Sauk-E-Nuk,  on  the  Rock  River. 
It  was  from  here  that  he  launched  his  depredations  and  killing  raids  on 
white  settlements. 

For  some  years  Chief  Black  Hawk  succeeded  in  maintaining  the  indepen- 
dence of  his  village.  But  in  1831  he  was  called  to  nearby  Fort 
Armstrong  and  ordered  to  take  his  people  and  leave.  However,  all  efforts 
to  move  him  failed,  and  on  May  26,  1831,  Governor  John  Reynolds  asked  the 
Illinois  State  Ililitia  for  700  men  to  oust  the  Indians,  More  than  double 
this  number  responded,  and  led  by  the  Governor  and  Brigadier  General 
Joseph  Duncan,  then  Congressman,  thoy  pushed  through  the  wilderness. 
Outnumbered,  the  Indians,  loft  by  night  and  swam  the  river  to  the  Iowa 
shore.  On  June  30,  1831,  Black  Hawk  returned  to  Fort  Armstrong  and  signed 
an  agreement  not  to  return  oast  of  the  Mississippi  vathout  permission  of 
the  United  States  authorities. ■'• 


1.   Illinois  Blue  Book  1955-1936,  od.  Edwnrd  J,  Hughos,  p,  428, 
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Soon  after  signing  this  treaty  Black  Hawk  again  shovred  his  perfidy. 
Against  the  advice  of  the  chiefs  of  both  Sacs  and  Foxes  and  in  violation 
of  treaties  of  his  o'vvn  hand.  Black  Hawk  determined  to  return  to  Illinois 
in  the  spring  of  1832,  Upon  crossing  into  Illinois  he  sent  word  to  General 
Atkinson  that  his  heart  was  bad  and  he  would  not  turn  back.   In  defiance 
of  orders,  a  detachment  of  volunteers  called  to  fight  Black  Hawk,  took 
after  v^at  they  thought  were  stray  Indians  on  the  night  of  Ifey  14th;  with 
terrific  suddenness  the  main  body  of  Black  Hawk*s  vrarriors  charged  upon 
the  disorganized  soldiers,  routing  and  defeating  them.   After  this  Indian 
victory  over  Major  Stillman  at  Old  Ifon's  Creek  in  La  Salle  County,  the 
Black  Hav/k  War  assumed  a  serious  aspect, 

Kellog*s  Grove  or  Timm's  Grove  in  Stephenson  County  v^xs  the  central 
strategic  point  in  this  war.   Its  possession  meant  control  of  the  right  of 
way  between  the  leading  mine  settlements  about  Galena  and  Fort  Hamilton, 
and  domination  of  the  settlement  about  Dixon,   If  Black  Hawk  could  hold  the 
cabins  at  Kellog's  Grove,  he  could  send  out  his  bands  on  any  radius,  raid 
and  pillage  any  white  settlement,  and  get  av/ay  before  the  United  States 
troops  could  concentrate  for  attack.   It  was  a  vital  part  of  the  plans  of 
General  Atlcinson  to  hold  Kellog*s  Grove  and  keep  Kellog's  Trail  open. 
On  June  25th,  the  Indians  were  decisively  repulsed  at  Kellog's  Grove  and 
the  tido  against  Black  Hawk  no\7  began  to  turn. 

After  July  21st,  Black  Ha\vk  was  not  an  aggressive  fighter.  His  power 
broken,  he  was  now  anxious  to  cross  the  Mississippi  into  Iowa,   Brought  to 
bay  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  below  the  mouth  of  the  Bad  Axe  River, 
in  Wisconsin,  on  August  2,  1832,  Black  Hawk  was  forced  to  v/itness  the  com- 
plete annihilation  of  his  band.  Although  he  himself  managed  to  escape,  he 
Tims   later  taken  captive  by  Indians  friendly  to  the  whites  and  turned  over 
to  Colonel  Zachary  Taylor,   General  Winfield  Scott,  -who  had  been  given 
command  of  the  forces  arrived  in  Galena,  over  Kellog's  Trail,  on  August 
3rd,   On  September  21,  1852,  he  consummated  another  treaty  with  the  Sacs 
and  Foxes  re-affirming  the  Treaty  of  1804, 

The  results  of  the  Black  Hawk  War  were  not  confined  to  the  expulsion 
of  the  Indians  alone.  The  region  between  the  Wisconsin  and  Illinois 
Rivers  T/as  well  explored.   Fear  of  the  Indian  and  the  Indian  title  to 
the  Illinois  land  disappeared,  and  northern  Illinois  received  a  steady 
flov/  of  settlers  from  the  free  states,  thus  binding  the  State  closer  to 
the  Unionist  North.   Noted  men  served  in  the  Black  Hawk  Vfar  -v^lo  later 
were  to  be  on  opposing  sides  in  the  Civil  War.  Abraham  Lincoln  served  as 
a  private;  with  the  Regulars  were  Zachary  Taylor,  Jefferson  Davis,  Robert 
Anderson  of  Fort  Sumter  fame,  Albert  Sidney  Johnson,  General  Winfield 
Scott,  and  Joseph  E,  Johnson,  Five  Illinois  Governors  also  were  engaged, 
Reynolds,  Ford,  Duncan,  Carlin,  and  Vifood, 


1.  Addison  L,  Fulmder,  History  of  Stephenson  County  Illinois  (Chicagos 
The  S.J,  Clark  Publishing  Company,  1910 J,  I,  36,  37. 

2.  Ibid.,  p,  39. 

3.  PulTdder,  History  of  Stephenson  Co.,  I,  49. 

4.  Illinois  Blue  Book  1935"1936,  ed,  Edward  J.  Hughes,  P.  430. 
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At  the  time  Stephenson  County  vi^s  created  in  1837,  agitation  ivas  ac- 
tive in  "Wisconsin  Territory,  established  the  year  "before,  for  the  forma- 
tion of  a  State  govonr-nent  vdiich  vrould  have  the  boundary  line  between 
Illinois  and  Vasconsin  relocated  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Ordinance  of  July  13,  1787.   This  ordinance  dealt  vath  the  division  of 
that  territory  of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  Ohio  River,  into  not 
less  than  three  nor  more  than  five  states.  Boundaries  were  designated 
which  had  become  fixed  as  the  east  and  west  boujidary  lines  of  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana, and  Illinois  respectively,  and  the  northern  boundary  of  these  States, 
should  Congress  decide  to  form  one  or  two  additional  States  in  the  north- 
ern portion  of  the  territory,  v/as  to  be  an  east  and  west  line  drawn  through 
the  southern  bend  or  extreme  of  Lake  llichigan,  •'■ 

Nathaniel  Pope,  delegate  to  Congress  from  the  territory  of  Illinois, 
after  presenting  a  petition  on  January  16,  1818,  to  form  a  state  govern- 
ment, introduced  an  amendment  to  the  original  bill  on  April  13,  1818,  re- 
defining the  northern  boundary.   In  place  of  an  east  and  west  line  drawn 
through  the  southerly  bend  of  Lake  Iviichigan,  it  was  moved  to  make  it  an 
east  and  west  line  on  the  parallel  of  42  degrees  and  30  minutes.   The 
original  boundary,  the  southern  bend  of  Lake  Michigan,  vreis  41  degrees 
37  minutes  and  7  9/lO  seconds,  or  a  difference  of  61  miles  I93-  chains; 
thus  by  amendment  some  8500  square  miles  were  added  to  Illinois, 

The  year  1840  witnessed  the  greatest  activity  on  the  part  of  citi- 
zens of  Stephenson  County  in  support  of  Wisconsin's  claim.   On  January  13, 
1840,  the  territorial  legislature  of  Vfisconsin  adopted  a  resolution  which 
provided  for  a  vote  for  or  against  the  formation  of  a  State  government 
which  ivould  include  the  disputed  district.  Were  the  vote  to  be  favorable, 
the  governor  was  to  issue  a  proclamation  calling  for  choice  of  delegates 
to  a  state  convention.   The  residents  in  the  disputed  district  were  in- 
vited to  take  a  similar  vote,  and  to  send  delegates  in  the  event  a  con- 
vention was  called. 

As  a  result  of  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Stephenson  County,  Feb- 
ruary 19,  an  election  was  actually  held  throughout  the  disputed  tract  on 
the  5th  of  iJlarch,  at  lA^iich,  of  five  hundred  and  seventy  votes  cast,  all 
but  one  were  in  favor  of  uniting  with  Wisconsin."*  On  L!ay  25,  1840, 
there  was  presented  to  the  United  States  Senate  a  petition  signed  by 
sixty-two  citizens  of  Stephenson  County,  asking  that  "Vfiskonsin"  be  gi"v^ 
en  those  "ancient  rights  secured  to  them  by  the  ordinance  (of  1787) 
aforesaid,   by  the  "repeal  of  so  much  of  the  act  for  the  admission  of  Ill- 
inois as  conflicts  vri. th  the  ordinance  referred  to."^ 


1,  Albert  H.  Sanford,  "State  Sovereignity  in  Yfisconsin, "  Annual  Report 
of  the  American  Historical  Association,  1891,  p.  179. 

2 ,  Annals  of  Congress,  p.  1677. 

3,  William  Radebaugh,  "The  Boundary  Dispute  Betiveen  Illinois  and  Wisconsin." 
The  Cliicago  Historical  Society,  I.Iay  19,  1904,  p.  122, 

4,  Reuben  G,  Thrraites,  "Boundaries  of  Vfisconsin, "  Wisconsin  Historical  Col- 
lections (1838),  XI,  499,  ' 

5,  Senate  Docs,,  No,  225,  26th  Cong,,  1st  Sess.,  Vol,  vi,  as  quoted  in  R, 
G,  Thwaites,  op,  cit.,  p,  497. 
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On  July  6,  1840,  representatives  from  Stephenson,  and  from  eight  other 
of  the  fourteen  counties  in  the  disputed  area,  met  in  a  convention  at 
Rockford,  The  convention  formally  declared  that  Wisconsin  was  entitled 
to  the  fourteen  northern  coiinties  as  claimed,  and  the  citizens  were  rec- 
ommended to  elect  delegates  to  a  convention  to  be  held  at  Madison,  on 
the  third  Monday  in  November,  "for  the  puirposc  of  adopting  such  lavrful 
and  constitutional  measures  as  may  seem  to  be  necessary  and  proper  for 
the  early  adjustment  of  the  southern  boundary."! 

Other  public  meetings  in  the  disputed  area  of  northern  Illinois 
were  held  in  1842.   In  Stephenson,  Winnebago,  and  Boone  counties,  votes 
were  taken  to  determine  whether  the  inhabitants  wished  their  counties  to 
be  included  in  the  proposed  State  of  Wisconsin.  Again  the  vote  was  prac- 
tically unanimous  for  the  change.  The  Governor  of  Wisconsin  Territory 
at  this  time,  James  Duane  Doty,  battled  almost  single  handedly  to  have 
the  people  petition  for  statehood,  the  southern  boundary  to  be  as  de- 
fined in  the  Ordinance  of  1787,  The  Wisconsin  territorial  legislature 
twico  refused  to  pass  bills  petitioning  Congress  for  admission  as  a 
state.  Finally,  in  1846,  when  enabling  legislation  was  passed  by 
Congress  to  admit  Wisconsin  as  a. state,  the  southern  boundary  was  not 
changed;  and  after  1848,  when  Wisconsin  became  a  state,  the  controversy 
over  the  disputed  tract  subsided. 

The  first  setWers  in  the  area  that  became  Stephenson  County  came 
from  the  West,  from  the  lead  mines  around  Galena,  and  from  southwestern 
Wisconsin,  The  lure  of  fortunes  to  be  made  from  the  mining  of  lead 
brought  additional  adventurers  from  the  East,  many  of  whom  passed 
through  Stephenson  on  their  way  west.  Not  always  satisfied  with  their 
search  for  riches,  many  of  these  miners. returned  to  their  homes;  but 
some,  attracted  by  the  rich  lands  and  opportunities  of  Stephenson 
County,  decided  to  cast  their  lot  there. 

The  first  permanent  settlement  in  Stephenson  County  was  made  by 
William  Waddams,  in  West  Point  Township,  at  Waddams  Grove,  in  the  summer 
of  1833.  Brewctcr's  Ferry  was  established  in. the  spring  of  1834  by 
Lyman  Brewster  near  Winslow,  In  the  spring  of  183S,  Jajnes  Timms  and 
family  settled  in  the  cabins  at  Kellog's  Grove.   In  the  same  year  Miller 
Preston,  who  had  evidently  prospected  in  the  county  in  1833,  brought  a 
drove  of  cattle  through  from  Galliopolis,  Ohio,  and  settled  in  what  is 
now  Harlem  Township,  on  section  22  near  the  old  Galena  stage  road, 
Benjamin  Goddard  and  his  family  settled  between  Freeport  and  Cedarville 
in  December,  1835,  and  December  19  of  that  year  brought  William  Baker  to 
the  present  site  of  Freeport,  where  he  built  a  cabin  on  the  Pecatonica 


1,  Thwaites,  Wisconsin  Historical  Collections,  XI,  498. 
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River  near  the  present  location  of  the  Illinois  Central  railroad  station. 1 

Until  1836,  the  settlenent  at  Freeport  was  called  Winnesheik,  after 
the  Winnetago  Indian  chief  of  that  name  who  at  one  time  also  had  his 
village  along  the  banks  Of  the  Pecatonica.  The  story  is  that  Mrs.  William 
Baker  gave  Freeport  its  name.   Baker  had  established  a  tavern  there  and 
was  also  a  real  estate  agent.  His  hospitality  and  generosity  threw  a 
great  burden  of  work  upon  Mrs.  Baker  who  finally  protested  a.nd  ejinounced 
the  place  should  be  cr.lled  a  "free  port".  Freeport  w?.s  chosen  as  the 
county  sc-:^t  after  the  special  commissioners'  meeting  at  the  home  of  William 
Eaker,  as  directed  in  section  five  of  the  act  of  creation. 2  Previous  to 
this  selection,  the  town  of  Cedarville  had  vigorously  protested  its  right 
to  be  chosen  as  the  seat  of  justice  since  it  was  the  geographical  center  of 
the  county.  While  Freeport  admitted  this,  its  contribution  of  $6,500  in 
cash,  the  land  for  the  court  house  square,  and  a  lot  to  each  of  the  three 
coxinty  commissioners,  made  its  choice  as  county  seat  inevitable. 

The  first  election  also  was  held  at  the  home  of  William  Baker,. and 
one  hundred  and  twenty-one  votes  were  cast.  Lemuel  W.  Streator,  Issac 
Forbes,  and  Julius  Smith  were  elected  coiinty  commissioners;  Jajnes  W.  Fowler, 
Thomas  J.  Turner,  and  Orleans  Daggett  were  elected  judges  with  Benjamin 
Goddard  and  John  C,  Wickham  as  clerks;  Frederick  D.  Bulkley  vra.s   elected 
surveyor,  Lorenzo  Lee,  coroner,  Wm.  Kirkpatrick,  sheriff,  and  Orestes  H, 
Wright,  commissioners'  clerk  and  recorder.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the 
county  commissioners'  court  on  May  8,  1837,  voting  precincts  were  laid  out, 
and  a  law  passed  reg'alating  cb-arges  to  be  made  by  innkeepers  for  meals, 
lodging,  and  forage  of  animals.  On  December  5,  1837,  the  commissioners 
contracted  with  Thomas  J.  Turner  for  the  erection  of  a  frajne  court  h9use 
and  a  log  jail.  The  courthouse  was  completed  in  1840  and  served  until 
1870,  when  it  was  torn  down,  to  be  replaced  by  the  present  structure. 
The  first  session  of  the  circuit  court  was  h?ld  on  August  29,  1839  with 
Judge  Daniel  Stone  of  the  sixth  judicial  circuit  presiding,  Hubbard  Graves 
as  sheriff,  and  John  A.  Clark  as  court  clerk. 

A  change  in  the  administration  of  county  business  was  made  in  1849, 
when  the  electorate  chose  the  township  plan  of  cotmty  government.  Hereto- 
fore, the  county  commissioners'  court,  consisting  of  three  commissioners, 
had  managed  county  affairs.  Under  the  township  plan,  the  coiinty  was  di- 
vided into  townships  each  of  Titoich  elected  a  supervisor;  together  the 


1,  Fulwider,  History  of  Stephenson  Co.,  I,  55. 

2.  L,1837,  p.  97;  —  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the  permsment  seat  of 
justice  of  Stephenson  County,  the  following  persons  are  appointed 
commissioners  viz:  Vance  L.  Davidson  and.   Issac  Chanbers  of  Jo 

Daviess  County  and  Minor  York  of  Ogle  Covmty,  who  shall  meet 

at  the  house  of  William  Baker  in  said  county,  on  the  first  Monday 
in  May  next,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  maj-  be,  and  proceed  to  exam- 
ine and  determine  on  a  place  for  the  permanent  seat  of  justice  for 
said  county,  and  designate  the  same. 
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supervisors  formed  the  county  'board  of  supervisors.   Thus,  in  Stephenson 
in  Decenber  1849,  a  comnittee,  with  county  judge  George  Purinton  presiding, 
designated  the  boundaries  for  fifteen  townships.   Arrangements  were  made 
for  the  election  of  supervisors,  and  the  election  was  held  on  November  5, 
1850.   The  first  supervisors  and  the  townships  from  which  they  were  elected 
were:  Johnston  Reitzell,  Lancaster;  C,  G.  Epley,  Rock  Run;  James  J,  Rogers, 
Rock  Grove;  George  Gad'Tell,  Oneco;  Cornelius  Judson,  Winslow;  Michael 
Lawyer,  Waddams;  John  Montebus,  Buckeye;  Daniel  Wilson,  West  Point;  Wm, 
M,  Buckley,  Harlem;  John  I,  F.  Harman,  Erin;  Conrad  von  Brocklin,  Florence; 
Gustavas  A.  Farwell,  Ridott;  Samuel  McAfee,  Silver  Creek;  Hiram  Hart,  Loran; 
E.  S»  Hanchett,  Freeport.   The  initial  meeting  of  the  first  board  of  super- 
visors was  held  on  November  11,  1850e   Stephenson  County  has  continued  under 
this  form  of  government  from  1850  to  the  present.  Today,  however,  the  num- 
ber of  townships  has  b<3en  increased  to  ei^teen.-'- 

Inportant  in  its. Influence  on  public  opinion,  and  pre-casting  the 
events  that  lead  to  the  civil  war,  was  the  second  debate  between  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  Stephen  A,,  Douglas ,  held  at  Freeport  on  August  27,  1858,   Lin- 
coln proposed  a  series  of  questions  '-rnich  were  intended  to  commit  Douglas 
to  a  definite  stand  on  the  is'suc  of  slavery.  In  his  answers  to  Lincoln's 
questions,  particularly  to  the  seccnd  o^uestion  that  the  people  of  a 
territory  could  exclude  slavery  if  "hey  so  wished,  Douglas  won  votes  from 
the  northern  sympathizers-  in  t'-ie  Senatorial  canpaign,  but  later  lost 
the  votes  of  the  southern  delegation  to  the  Democratic  National  Convention 
of  I860,  While  Lincoln  realized  that  he  was  jeopardizing  his  chances  to 
win  the  campaign  for  United  States  Senator  by  his  questions  to  Douglas, 
his  effort  at  the  Freeport  debate  definitely  clarified  the  slavery  ques- 
tion, and  set  his  feet  on  the  road  to  national  leadership.  Today,  a 
memorial  tablet  on  a  granite  boulder  marks  the  spot  in  Freeport  where  the 
debate  was  held, 

Stephenson  Coiinty  lies  approximately  eight  hundred  feet  above  sea 
level,  extending  twenty-seven  miles  east  and  west  and  twenty-one  miles 
north  and  south.   Its  total  area  is  five  hundred  and  seventy-three  square 
miles  or  366,720  acres.   It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin, on  the  east  by  Winnebago  County,  on  the  south  by  Ogle  and  Carroll 
Counties,  and  on  the  west  by  Jo  Daviess  County,  The  terrain  is  rolling 
prairie,  well-watered  by  many  creeks  and  the  Pecatonica  River,  Outside 
of  Freeport,  the  main  interests  are  agricultural;  fruit  culture  and  stock 
raising  being  most  important.  The  Pecatonica  River  flows  through  Free- 
port  and  serves  many  diversified  industrial  manufacturers  of  such  products 
as  windmills  and  pumps,  shoes,  medical  prepnrp.tions,  paints,  machinery, 
and  furniture.   Four  great  railroads  serve  the  county's  interests,  the 
Illinois  Central,  the  Chicf^go  Northwestern,  the  ChicagQ,  Milwaukee,  St, 
Paul  &  Pacific,  and  the  Chicago  Great  Northern,   Its  population  on  April 
1,  1930,  according  to  the  Fifteenth  Census,  was  40,064. 


1.  Buckeye,  Dakota,  Erin,  Florence, .Freeport,  Harlem,  Jefferson,  Kent, 
Lancaster,  Loran,  Oneco,  Ridott,  Rock  Grove,  Rock  Run,  Silver  Creek, 
Waddams,  West  Point,  and  Winslow, 
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ROSTER  OF  COUNTY  OFFICERS* 
(Date  after  name  of  officer  refers 
to  date  of  commission,  unless  otherwise  stated) 


County  Commissioners** 
(Subsequent  to  1849,  county  commissioners' 
court  replaced  by  county  board  of  supervisors) 


L,  W,  Streator,  Isaac  S.  Forbes, 

Julius  Smith,  May  1,  1837 
L,  W.  Streator,  Robert  McConnel, 

John  Moore,  August  6,  1838 
Thomas  Van  Valzah,  August  5,  1839 
Johnathan  Cory,  August  3,  1840*** 
Hubbart  Graves,  August  2,  1841*** 


James  T.  Smith,  January  8,  1842*** 
Joseph  Nusser,  August  7,  1843 
Ezekiel  Brown,  August  5,  1844 
Samuel  F.  Dodds,  August  4,  1845 
Abner  Clingman,  August  3,  1846 
John  Bradford,  August  2,  1847 
&ustavus  A.  Farwell,  August  7,  1848 


This  list  was  compiled  from  the  following. sources: 

Election  Returns,  1847 — .  File  boxes. 2-53,  third  tier,  bay  2, 
State  Archives  Building,  Springfield,  111. 

Certificate  of  Qualifications,  1819 — .  File  boxes  1-22,  fourth 
tier,  bay. 5,  State  Archives  Building,  Springfield,  111. 

Secretary  of  State  Executive  Department  of  Official  Records, 
1839-1918.  5  volumes  not  labeled,  fourth  tier,  bay  6,  State  Archives 
Building, .Springfield,  111.   (These  are  completed  volumes) 

Secretary  of  State  Executive  Department  of  Official  Records, 
1869-1936.  4  volumes  not  labeled,  room  208,  second  floor,  secretary 
of  state's  office,  executive  department,  State  Capitol  Building, 
Springfield,  111.   (These  are  incomplete  volumes,  and  when  completed 
will  be  filed  in  the  State  Archives  Building.   It  is  necessary  to 
refer  to  both  the  complete  and  incomplete  volumes  as  the  record  of 
the  term  for  any  one  official  may  be  entered  in  one  set,  #iile  the 
record  of  the  succeeding  term  for  the  same  official  will  be  entered 
in  the  other  set) 

All  dates  shown  after  commissioners*  names  indicate  the  year  elected. 
Subsequent  to  1838,  one  commissioner  was  to  be  elected  each  year,  as 
a  result  of  the  terms  of  the  three  commissioners  elected  in  1838  being 
staggered  for  one,  two  and  three  years.  According  to  the  election 
returns,  these  three  commissioners  received  the  greatest  number  of 
votes  for  the  years  shown.  However,  in  the  History  of  Stephenson 
County,  Illinois,  published  in  1880  by  the  Western  Historical  Company, 
Chicago,  B.  R.  Wilmot,  Alfred  Cadwell,  and  George  Reitzell  were  also 
shown  to  have  been  elected  in  1840,  1841,  and  1842  respectively. 
Although  the  election  returns  do  not  show  this,  it  is  possible  that 
these  commissioners  were  elected  to  fill  vacancies  which  may  have 
occur  ed. 


41* 

*** 
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County  Board  of  Supervisors 
(The  several  tovmship  supervisors,  one  elected  from  each  tovmship, 
make  up  the  membership  of  the  county  board  of  supervisors.  Because  these 
supervisors  as  individuals  are  toTvnship  officials,  and  only  as  a  group 
constitute  the  county  board,  they  are  not  commissioned  by  the  State  as 
coiinty  officers,  and  no  data  concerning  them,  from  which  a  list  could  be 
compiled,  are  kept  by  the  State,  For  names  of  township  supervisors 
comprising  the  first  board  of  coiinty  supervisors,  see  Historical  Sketch, 
page  10) 


County  Clerks 
(Clerk  of  the  county  board  of  supervisors, 
and  of  the  county  and  probate  courts) 


William.  Preston 

December  3,  1849 
James  I»  Rodgers, 

December  12,  1853  (Deceased) 
William  Preston, 

April  27,  1855 
Daniel  H,  Sunderland, 

July  2,  1855, 

November  18,  1857, 

November  16,  1861 
G-eorge  Thompson, 

November  22,  1865, 

November  12,  1869 
Isaac  F,  Kleckner, 

November  17,  1873, 

December  1,  1877 
W.  W.  Stahl, 

December  1,  1882 


Hezekiah  Poffenberger, 

December. 6,  1886, 

November  26,  1890 
Frederick  C«  Held, 

November  27,  1894, 

November  29,  1898, 

November  22,  1902, 

November  21,  1906 
Will  L,  Boeke, 

January  28,  1910 
Andy  H,  Volkers, 

December  4,  1914, 

November  29,  1918 
Arthur  V,  Gage, 

November  24,  1922, 

Npvember  23,  1926, 

November  4,  1930  (Date  Elected) 
Chas,  G.  Keck, 

November  6,  1934  (Date  Elected) 


0.  H.  Wright, 

June  17,  1837, 
August  23,  1839 

John  W.  Bulkley, 
August  28,  1843 


Recorders 
(In  1849  the  circuit  clerk 
became  ex~officio  recorder) 


John  A,  Clark, 

September  15,  1845, 
August  30,  1847 
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Probate  Justices 
(In  1849  succeeded  by  county  judge  as 
ex-officio  judge  of  the  probate  court) 


Hiram  G,  Eads, 
June  17,  1838 

0,  H,  bright, 

March. 2,  1839, 
September  18,  1839 

Thomas  J»  Turner, 

September  6,  1842, 
September  9,  1843 


Seth  B.  Farwell, 
August  27,  1846 

John  Howe, 

August  30,  1847 


County  Court  Judges 


George  Purinton, 
December  3,  1849 

John  Coat^s, 

December  7,  1853 

William  M,  Buckley, 
November  18,  1857 

F,  Ormsbee, 

November  16,  1861 

Charles  B,  Wright, 
November  12,  1863, 
November  22,  1865 

Andrew  Hinds, 

November  12,  1865 

Henry  C,  Hyde, 

November  17,  1873, 
December  1,  1877, 
December  1,  1882 

Mward  P.  Barton, 
December  6,  1886 

George  Wolf, 

November  26,  1890 


James  H,  Stearns, 

November  20,  1894 
William  N,  Cronkrite, 

November  18,  1898 
Anthony  J.  Clarity, 

November  22,  1902, 

November  22,  1906, 

January  29,  1910 
Roscoe  J,  Carnahan, 

November  16,  1914, 

November  30,  1918 
Oscar  R.  Zipf, 

November  20,  1920 
Edward  E,  Laughlin, 

November  18,  1922, 

November  16,  1926, 

November  4,  1930  (Date  Elected) 
Harold  R.  James, 

November  6,  1934  (Date  Elected) 


County  Justices 
(Sitting  as  associates  of  the 
county  judge) 


John  Coates, 

November  18,  1857, 
December  9,  1861 

John  C.  Kean, 

December  9,  1861 


Harmon  B,  Anerling, 
November  12,  1869 

Thos.  J.  Pronty, 

November  12,  1869 
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Circuit  Court  Clerks 
(Prior  to  1848,  circuit  clerk 
appointed  by  circuit  judge). 


John  A.  Clark, 

September  4,  1848  (Date  Elected) 
Joseph  B,  Smith, 

November  23,  1852 
Lather  W,  Guiteau, 

November  17,  1856 
J.  Wilson  Shaffer, 

November  15,  1860 
Edward  P.  Hodges, 

December  5,  1864 
William. Polk, 

November  19,  1868 
Aaron  W,  .Hall, 

November  29,  1872 
Daniel  S«  Brewster, 

November  18,  1876, 

December  1,  1880, 

November  19,  1884 
TZilliam  I.  Brady, 

December  3,  1888 
Wilbur  F,  Goddard, 

November  29,  1892 


H,  W.  Bolander, 

December  1896 
William  A,  Stevens, 

December  27,  1900 
William  E,  Boyington, 

February  5,  1901, 

December  3,  1904 
William  A.  Stevens, 

January  3,  1908, 

November  23,  1908 
Conrad  D,  Cramer, 

J^uary  28,  1909, 

December  2,  1912 
J«  0,   Templeton, 

November  27,  1916, 

November  20,  1920 
John  E,  Miller, 

November  21,  1924, 

November  27,  1928, 

November  8,  1932  (Date  Elected) 

November  3,  1936  (Date  Elected) 


Sheriffs 


William  Kirkpatrick, 

Jiine  17,   1837 
Herbert  Graves, 

August  31,  1838 
Oliver  W,  Brewster, 

August  27,  1840 
Joseph  McCool, 

August  13,  1842 
Phillip  Reitzell, 

April  17,  1844 
Oliver  W,  Brewster, 

August  27,  1844, 

August  27,  1846 
F.  A.  Strocky, 

August  23,  1848 
Peter  D,  Fisher, 

November  20,  1850 
Geo.  Reitzell, 

November  23,  1852 
Isaac  Splecklcr, 

November  14,  1854 
John  Wilson  Shaffer, 

November  14,  1856 


Charles  F,  Taggart, 
December  2,  1858 

William  A,  Youngman, 
November  15,  1860 

William  W,  Robey, 
November  13,  1862 

Jeremiah  J.  Piersol, 
December  5,  1864 

William  W.  Robcy, 
November  19,  1866 

John  R.  Hayes, 

November  17,  1868, 
December  2,  1870 

Jeremiah  J.  Piersol, 
November  30,  1872, 
November  17,  1874 

Jesse  R,  Leigh, 

November  14,  1876, 
December  2,  1878 

William  Stewart, 
December  1,  1880, 
Doccnbcr  1,  1882 
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Sheriffs  (continued) 


Benjamin  F,  Tenims, 

December  6,  1886 
James  McNamara, 

November  26,  1890 
Ethel  B,  Clingman, 

November  27,  1894 
John  T.feson  Fox, 

November  26,  1898 
James  B,  McCool, 

November  22,  1902 
William  C.  Milner, 

November  23,  1906 
Robt.  J,  Stewart, 

November  26,  1910 


1914 


John  Ohmsgerds, 

November  19, 
John  G,  Hayes, 

November  29,  1918 
David  N.  Byers, 

November  20,  1922 
John  G,  Hayes, 

November  16,  1926 
Elmer  L.  Kailey, 

November  4,  1930  (Date  Elected) 
Lee  Aurand, 

November  6,  1934  (Date  Elected) 


Coroners 


1846 


1848 


Lorenzo  Lee, 

June  17,  1837 
William  ISadden, 

August  31,  1338 
Lor  en  Snow, 

August  17,  1840 
Isaac  Fairwell, 

August  13,  1842 
William  letters on, 

August  27,  1844 
H.  W.  Foster, 

August  27, 
Abel  Smith, 

August  23, 
Isaac  Bechtol, 

November  20,  1850 
George  W.  Kartsough, 

November  23,  1852 
Abel  Smith, 

November  14, 
Samuel  McAffee, 

November  17, 
Bissell  P.  Bellknap, 

November  18,  1857 
John  E,  Washburne, 

December  10,  1858 
Levi  A,  Mease, 

November  15,  1860, 

November  13,  1862 
William  Yl,   Robey, 

December  5,  1864 
F,  A,  Darling, 

December  8,  1866 


1854 


1856 


William  Caster  Schultz, 

November  30,  1868 
Jeremiah  Dean, 

November  30,  1872, 

November  17,  1874, 

November  14,  1876, 

December  2,  1878 
Christian  Hillebrand, 

December  1,  1880 
Niles  Saxby, 

December  1,    1882 
Ovren  E,  Steams, 

December  1,  1884, 

December  3,  1888 
T,A,  Dietrich,      (Removed  from 

November  29,  1892  State) 
Lester  M.  Currier, 

December  7,  1896 
William  B,  Peck, 

November  30,  1900, 

December  16,  1904 
M,  Milton  Baumgartner, 

November  13,  1908 
John  G,  Vfoker, 

November  20,  1912 
Edvard  A.  Diestelmeir, 

November  2  7,  1916, 

November  20,  1920, 

November  24,  1924, 

November  30,  1928, 

November  8,  1932  (Date  Elected) 

November  3,  1936  (Date  Elected) 
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State *s  Attorneys 
(Prior  to  1872  state »s  attorneys 
elected  by  judicial  olectoi^te) 


James  S.  Cochran, 
November  30,  1872, 
November  16,  1876, 
November  23,  1880 

Oscar  E,  Hean, 

November  19,  1884, 
December  3,  1888, 
November  29,  1892, 
December,  1896 

Louis  H.  Bur re 11, 

November  30,  1900, 
December  3,  1904, 
November  18,  1908 


Albert  H,  Ifenus, 

November  20,  1912 
Charles  H,  Green, 

December  1,  1916, 

November  20,  1920 
Lawrence  A,  Jayne, 

November  25,  1924 
Ixiuis  F.  Reinhold, 

November  22,  1928, 

November  8,  1932  (Date  Elected) 
Harry  E,  TOieat, 

November  3,  1936  (Date  Elected) 


Treasurers 


1859 


1863 


William  S ,  Gray, 

November  18,  1857, 

November  16, 
William  Young, 

November  17, 
Joseph  A,  Vfard, 

Noviember  5,  1867  (Date  Elected) 
Robt,'  J,  Dickinson, 

November  2,  1869 
Seneca  McEvers, 

November  7,  1871  (Date  Elected) 
Robt.  F,  Cooper, 

March  5,  1872 
Oliver  P,  IlcCoole, 

November  26,  1873, 

November  11,  1875 
Charles  F,  Goodhue, 

December  1,  1877 
Wallace  V/,  Hutchinson, 

October  30,  1878  (Goodhue  removed) 
Wallace  W,  Hutchinson, 

December  4,  1878 
Abraham  Gund, 

December  1,  1S82  (Deceased) 
David  F,  Graham 
(Appointed  to  replace  Gimd) 
David  F,  Graham, 

April  6,  1883 


William  Stewart, 

December  6,  1886 
David  F,  Thompson, 

November  26,  1890 
Homer  Niles, 

November  27,    1894 
Martin  D.   Qiilton, 

December  1,  1898 
John  Elsessor, 

November  24,  1902  (Deceased) 
Oscar  Elsessor, 

January  17,  1906  (Appt,  -  Vacancy 
Barton  G,  Cooper, 

November  28,  1906 
John  Bruce, 

November  26,  1910 
Simon  Hoefer, 

December  4,  1914 
Samuel  Markel, 

December  13,  1918 
Albert ice  H.  Stevenson, 

November  20,  1922 
John  F,  Cramer, 

November  19,  1926 
L.  A.  Wagner, 

November  4,  1930  (Date  Elected) 
I&itt  W.  Graham, 

No-rcmber  6,  1934  (Date  Elected) 
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Superintendents  of  Schools 
(School  Commissioner  to  1865) 


Luther  Vf,  Guiteau, 

August  2,  1847  (Date  Elected) 
Joseph  B»  Smith, 

November  6,  1849, 

November  4,  1851  (Dates  Elected) 
F,  "vY.  S,  Brawley, 

December  7,  1853 
Henry  Freeman, 

November  18,  1857 
11,  C,  Buchard, 

November  16,  1859 
Alfred  A.  Cravy, 

November  17,  1863 
Isaac  F,  Kleclaaer, 

November  15,  1869 
Johnson  Pelter, 

November  17,  1873 
No  elections  for  this  office 
as  per  election  returns  for  the 
period,  1877-1882 
Adam  A,  Krape, 

December  1,  1882 


Perry  0,  Stiver, 

December  6,  1886, 

November  26,  1890 
Robt,  W.  Burton, 

November  27,  1894, 

November  28,  1898 
Cyrus  Grove, 

November  22,  1902, 

November  28,  1906, 

November  26,  1910, 

November  25,  1914 
Geo,  \V,  Scott, 

January  8,  1920 
Frank  P.  Doimer, 

July  30,  1923, 

September   8,    1927, 

No-romber  4,    1930   (Date  Elected) 
Thos.   R,   Pfisteror, 

November  6,    1934   (Date  Elected) 


Surveyors 
(Beginning  September  1936,   surveyor 
appointed  by  county  board  of  supervisors) 


F,  D,  Buckley, 

August  17,  1837, 
August  23,  1839 

Aaron  Chamberlain, 
August  28,  1843 

llarcus  Monte  licus, 
August  30,  1847 

llarcus  Carter, 

December  28,  1849 

Fredrick  D.  Bulkley, 
November  11,  1851 

Benj.  Dornblazer, 
December  15,  1853, 
February  23,  1856, 
November  19,  1857 

Christopher  F.  Dunhamj 
November  16,  1859 

Y/illiam  0.  Saxton, 
November  15,  1860 

William  Peters, 

November  16,  1861, 
November  17,  1863 


Christopher  F.  Dunham, 
Novamber  23,  1865, 
May  2,  1868, 
November  15,  1869 

Samuel  J,  Dodds, 

November  18,  1871 

F,  E,  Josel, 

November  14,  1876 

Hiram  Shons, 

November  1,  1879, 
December  1,  1882 

Wm,  H.  Butterfield, 
December  3,  1888 

Arthur  P.  Layron, 
November  29,  1892 


Francis  E.  Josel, 
December  18,  1895 

Yl.  H.  Shons, 

December  7,  1896, 
December  14,  1900 


(Removed  from 
State) 
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Sunreyors  (continued) 


Wm.  H,  Butterfield, 

November  8,  1904, 

November  3,  1908  (Dates  Elected) 
Charles  S,  Hopnor, 

November  5,  1912  (Date  Elected) 


Wm,  H,  Butterfield, 

November  7,  1916, 

November  2, 

November  4, 

November  6, 
A,  F,  Stanley, 

November  8,  1932  (Dates  Elected) 


1920, 
1924, 
1928  (Dates  Elected) 
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2.   GOVERMEHTAl  ORGANIZATION  AND  RECORDS  SYSTEM 

In  Illinois  the  law  has  provided  the  details  of  county  government  and 
has  taken  into  consideration  differences  that  may  exist  bet\7cen  the  smaller 
and  larger  counties.  Evidences  of  the  operation  and  actual  application,  in 
Stephenson  County,  of  the  statutory  provisions  and  regulations,  are  offered 
in  the  listed  records  of  this  volume.  They  may  he  considered  as  memoranda 
of  the  transformation  of  the  governmental  organization  of  the  county  from 
its  creation  to  the  date  of  the  inventory.  An  accurate  study  of  the  rosponsi- 
hility  and  duties  of  the  several  officials  that  make  up  the  coTinty  government, 
may  be  made  from  a  review  of  the  records  that  are  kept  in  their  offices. 

Stephenson  County  is  a  body  corporate  and  politic  T7hich  also  serves  as  an 
administrative  unit  of  the  state.  Within  this  county  are  tovmships  and  dis- 
tricts that  comprise  administrative  units  of  the  county  govommont.  The  pow- 
ers of  the  county  as  a  body  corporate  and  politic  are  exercised  by  the  county 
board  of  supervisors  nhich  is  made  up  of  tovmship  supervisors  elected  from 
each  toynship.  This  board  has  general  administrative  jurisdiction  of  county 
and  tovm  affairs,  including  authority  to  raise  revenue  within  statutory  limits, 
control  of  public  and  semi public  funds,  management  of  corporate  property,  and 
power  to  appropriate  money  for  roads  and  bridges.  The  county  clerk  is  its 
ministerial  and  secretarial  officer,^ 

The  financial  powers  of  the  county  are  delegated  to  the  county  treasurer, 
who  receives,  has  custody  of,  and  disburses  all  funds  by  orders  of  the  county 
board  of  supervisors  or  with  statutory  authorization.  In  Stephenson  County, 
he  is  also  ex-officio  supervisor  of  assessments,  and  county  and  town,   collec- 
tor, bringing  about  a  centralization  of  the  revenue  procedure.  Assessments 
are  reviewed  and  equalized  by  the  board  of  review  which  consists  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  county  board  of  supervisors  and  two  appointees  of  the  county  judge. 2 
The  co\inty  clerk,  as  one  phase  of  his  duties,  binds  together  the  entire  rev- 
enue procedure,  originating  certain  records  and  collecting  and  reporting  on 
relevant  information  from  and  to  each  officer  or  body  concerned.3 


1.  Constitution  of  1818,  Art.  Ill,  sec.  3;  R^S.1845,  p.  129-36;  Constitution 
of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  17,19,  Art.  VII,  sec.  6;  L,1849,  p.  63-65;  L.1851, 
p.  35-39,46,47,50-63;  L.1859,  p.  129;  L.1861,  p.  236-38;  L.1869,  p.  104; 
Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  18;  B.S.1874.  p.  260,273,321-25; 
L.1909.  p.  160;  L.1911,  p.  242,243;  L.1925,  p.  323. 

2.  L.1898.  p.  54. 

3.  R.S.1845,  p.  136,138,139;  L.1851,  p.  37-45;  L.1853,  p.  14,66,77,111; 
L.1861,  p.  239,240;  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8;  L. 1871-72, 

p.  664;  L.ie72.  p.  11,14,15,19,23,41,47,55-58;  L.1873,  p.  51;  R.S.1874, 
p.  323,324;  L.1879.  p.  36-45,50;  L.1905,  p.  360;  L.1911,  p.  485;  L.1913, 
p.  516;  L.1915.  p.  568;  L.1917,  p.  654;  L.1919,  p.  765;  L.1923,  p.  495; 
L.1927.  p.  744;  L.1931.  p.  747;  L.1932,  p.  84;  L.1933.  p.  898. 
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and  Records  System 

Justice  in  Stephenson  County  is  administered  throughout  the  county 
by  the  follovriLng  officers:  two  justices  of  the  peace  in  each  district, 
coextensive  with  tovmships;  the  county  Judge  who  also  functions  as  cx- 
officio  Judge  of  the  probate  court;  three  circuit  Judges  elected  in  the 
fifteenth  Judicial  district  composed  of  five  counties  of  which  Stephenson 
is  one.  Appeals  may  he  taken  from  the  county  or  probate  court  to  the  cir- 
cuit court. 

The  clerical  functions  of  the  covmty,  probate  and  circuit  courts  are 
discharged  by  the  clerk  of  the  county,  probate  and  circuit  court  respec- 
tively. The  county  clerk  is  ex-officio  clerk  of  the  co\inty  and  probate 
courts.  The  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  is  elected  by  the  county  electorate. 
In  effecting  the  duties  of  his  office,  the  clerk  in  each  instance  receives 
and  files  documents  and  papers,  attends  court  in  person  or  by  deputy  and 
keeps  complete  records  of  proceedings,  maintains  proper  indexes  to  the  sev- 
eral court  papers,  issues  process  of  the  court,  approves  bonds  as  provided 
by  law,  administers  oaths  in  proceedings,  draws  Jurors  and  certifies  names 
to  the  sheriff,  collects  fees  as  provided  by  law,  and  performs  the  other 
ministerial  duties  of  the  court.  The  adult  and  Juvenile  probation  officers 
assist  the  county  and  circuit  courts  in  the  administration  of  Justice.  The 
public  administrator  and  the  public  county  guardian,  appointed  by  the  Gover- 
nor, perform  their  duties  under  the  direction  of  the  probate  court.  The 
state's  attorney  elected  by  the  county  electorate,  serves  as  an  agent  for  law 
enforcement  and  administration  of  Justice  in  the  county.  The  sheriff  is  the 
ministerial  officer  of  all  courts  of  record,  and  is  the  principal  agent  for 
the  enforcement  of  law.  The  coroner  shares  many  powers,  as  conservator  of 
the  peace,  \7ith  the  sheriff;  however,  his  major  duty  of  holding  inquests  per- 
tains to  the  adninistration  of  Justice. ^ 

In  the  administration  of  education,  the  co\inty  superintendent  of  schools 
occupies  an  important  central  position.  In  the  townships  are  boards  of  trus- 
tees of  school  districts,  aided  by  the  town  treasurer  and  town  clerk;  they 
have  financial  and  executive  powers,  and  are  responsible  to  the  superintend- 
ent. The  superintendent  also  exercises  wide  supervisory  powers  in  all  mat- 
ters relating  to  schools  and  educational  affairs.  Above  him  are  the  follow- 
ing authorities:  the  county  board  exercising  general  financial  control;  the 
superintendent  of  public  instruction,  representing  state  academic  supervision: 
the  state  department  of  public  health,  the  state  fire  marshal,  and  the  state 
architect,  advising  in  such  matters  related  to  schools  as  fall  within  their 


1.   Constitution  of  1818,  Art.  IV,  sec.  4;  L.1825,  p.  70;  R.S.1845,  p.  75,76, 
143-58,323-26,414-27,515-18,548;  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  7,16, 
17,29;  L.1849.  p.  51,62-67;  L.1854,  p.  16,17;  L.1859.  p.  95-97;  L.1861, 
p.  119;  L.1865,  p.  79,80;  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  V,  sec.  25,  Art. 
VI,  sec.  12,13,18,20;  Art.  X,  sec.  8;  L. 1871-72,  p.  77,189,190,325; 
L,1872.  p.  19,32-34,46,55-58;  R.S.1874,  p.  172-75,260-64,273,281-87, 
321,329,339-41.989-92;  L.1877,  p.  77-84;  L.1881,  p.  3;  L.1889,  p.  165; 
L.1895,  p.  206,210,211,217;  L.1907.  p,  213;  L.1909.  p.  311,335;  L.1919, 
p.  403;  L.1931.  p.  388;  L.1933.  p.  435-48,451,459. 
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province.  The  superintendent  reports  on  his  supervision  in  the  county 
to  all  these  officers  and  bodies,  thereby  unifying  the  administration  of 
education,-^ 

Public  health  services  are  similarly  administered  on  all  levels  of 
government,  v.-ith  the  county  clerk  perfomdng  an  important  role.  The  county 
clerk  maintains  a  complete  record  of  vital  statistics.  These  data  are  col- 
lected under  the  supervision  of  the  state  department  of  public  health  by 
the  tovm  clerks,  -who,  in  Stephenson  County,  act  as  local  registrars.  These 
local  registrars  deposit  monthly  the  copies  of  certifica;^e3  of  births,  still- 
births and  deaths  with  the  county  clerk  for  recordation,''  Persons  desiring 
to  marry  are  required  to  file  physicians*  certificates  v/ith  the  county  clerk 
shca\ring  each  party  free  from  venereal  disease,"^  After  the  performance  of 
the  marriage  ceremony,  persons  v^o  celebrate  the  same  are  required  to  file 
a  certificate  of  marriage  vdth  the  county  clerk*s  office.  The  clerk  in 
turn  malcBs  registry  and  files  the  certificate  in  his  office.   The  state 
department  of  public  health  supervises  lodging  houses.  The  supervision  is 
effected  in  Stephenson  County  through  the  reports  collected  by  the  county 
clerk, ^  The  clerk  is  charged  mth  keeping  duplicate  records  and  also  ivith 
reporting  to  the  state  department,  thereby  again  acting  as  the  agent  of 
state  control  in  his  county,  A  county  nurse  is  appointed  for  such  public 
health  duties  as  are  delegated  by  the  county  board  of  supervisors.  Also, 
the  county  board  has  power  to  provide  for  a  county  hospital  and  a  county 
tuberculosis  sanitarium. 

Public  assistance  is  scheduled  to  be  administered  in  Stephenson  through 
the  services  of  the  covintj''  department  of  public  welfare,  the  county  home, 
the  blind  examiner,  the  county  court  and  its  appointed  probation  officer  for 
mothers*  pension,  the  countj'-  clerk  and  the  county  board  of  supervisors, 

V/hen  the  present  inventory  v;as  made  in  Stephenson  County,  the  county 
department  of  public  welfare  had  not  yet  been  established.  The  department, 
v^en  formed,  is  to  be  made  up  of  the  county  superintendent  of  public  vralfare 
and  a  staff  selected  by  him  in  accordance  -with  and  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  state  department  of  public  welfare.   The  county  board  of  supervisors 
is  required  to  submit  a  list  of  five  prospects  for  the  office  of  superin- 
tendent to  the  said  state  department.   The  state  agency,  in  turn,  is  to 


1,  R.S,1845,  p.  497-99;  L,1872,  p,  702-5;  L.1889,  p,  262-66;  L.1909,  p,  342- 
50;  L,1915,  p,  628-55;  L.1919,  p.  387, 

2,  L,1917,  p.  759, 

3,  L.1937,  p,  908,  989. 

4,  R,S,1845,  p,  345;  R,S.1874,  p,  694;  L.18S7,  p,  226;  L,1905,  o.  517; 
L.1909,  p,  276. 

5,  L,1901,  p.  304. 
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oortify  to  tho  board  an  eligible  list  prepared  by  compotiti-ro  examination. 
The  board  of  supervisors  in  follovdng  out  this  procedure,  vri.ll  then  appoint 
one  of  the  cligiblcs  as  county  suporintondent  of  public  welfare, ■'■  Tho  pub- 
lic liielfaro  department  is  also  to  sorvo  as  tho  county  department  for  the 
administration  of  old  age  assistance.  All  of  the  records  of  the  county 
departiixsnt  of  public  -welfare  vdll  be  subject  to  the  inspection  and  super- 
vision of  the  state  authority,^  The  county  home  is  an  establishment  for 
the  maintenance  and  care  of  indigents.   Its  management  and  finances  are 
provided  by  the  county  board  of  supervisors.   Blind  assistance  is  admin- 
istered in  the  county  with  appropriations  of  the  county  board  together 
with  'State  funds.  An  examiner  of  tho  blind,  appointed  by  the  county  board 
of  supervisors,  examines  all  applicants  referred  to  him  by  the  county  clerk. 
The  county  court  has  jurisdiction  in  the  administration  of  the  mothers'  pen- 
sion fund,  Tho  probation  officer,  an  appointee  of  the  court  for  this  pur- 
pose, investigates  and  visits  casos  of  indigent  mothers  who  are  entitled 
to  benefit. 

Public  and  scmipublic  vrorks  are  administered  by  township,  county 
and  state  authorities.  The  state  department  of  public  works  and  build- 
ings, through  the  county  superintendent  of  highways,  exercises  te clinical 
supervision  of  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  tovmship,  county  amd 
state  roads,  culverts  and  bridges  in  Stephenson  Coimty,   The  county  super- 
intendent of  highways  is  also  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  state  chief 
highway  engineer.  Such  records  are  kept  as  are  prescribed  by  the  state 
department  and  the  chief  highvra,y  engineer.  The  superintendent  exercises 
povrers  over  the  to^vnship  and  county  roads  and  bridges  and  is  also  granted 
supervision  over  state-aid  roads  in  his  county.   The  countj'-  surveyor  is 
also  often  employed  in  those  public  and  semipublic  works.   In  addition 
to  public  surveys,  ho  makes  surveys  for  private  persons,  as  a  stop  in  tho 
creation  of  land  records.  His  maps  and  plats  do  not  have  legal  status 
unless  recorded  in  the  rocorder»s  office.  The  latter,  whose  duties  are 
porformod  by  the  clerk  of  tho  circuit  court  in  an  cx-officio  capacity, 
also  is  charged  v/ith  the  recordation  of  instruments  conveying  or  establish- 
ing non-property  rights. 

The  coordination  of  county  government  in  Stephenson  County  is  essen- 
tially effected  by  tho  county  clork.  In  addition  to  his  many  and  dissimilar 
duties,  already  noted,  this  officer  issues  licenses,  has  custody  of  offi- 
cial bonds,  keeps  -various  registers,  and  enters  into  tho  election  proccduro. 


4 


1.  Sp,  Scss,  Laws  1955-56,  p.  70-75;  L.1957,  p.  451. 

2.  L. 1955,  p.  259;  L.T955-56,  First  Sp.  Scss.^  p.  54;  L.1957,  p.  265. 

3.  L.1859,  p.  139;  R.S.1874,  p.  757;  L.1955,  p.' 1057,1058. 

4.  L.1903,  p.  138;  L.1915,  p.  257;  L.1955,  p.  264. 

5.  L.1915,  p.  127;  L.1915,  p.  245;  L.1921,  p.  164;  L.1955,  p,  256, 

6.  R.S,1845,  p.  305,432,606;  R.S.1374,  p.  835-55,1050;  L.1885,  p.  77; 
L.1901,  p.  307;  L.1916,  p.  575;  L.1921,  p.  667, 
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He  is  a  member  of  the  county  officers  electoral  board,  together  with 
the  county  judge  and  state's  attorney.   This  bo£-rd  hears  objections  to 
nominations  for  the  different  toTmship,  district  and  county  offices.  The 
entire  concentration  of  duties,  statiitory  jurisdiction  over  which  is  vested 
variously  in  the  county  board  of  supervisors,  county  court,  and  other  bodies, 
results  in  considerable  centralization  of  countj'-  government  in  the  county 
clerk's  office,^ 

All  the  independent  county  offices  except  the  surveyor,  superintendent 
of  highv/ays,  probation  officers,  county  nurse,  and  superintendent  of  pub- 
lic welfare,  are   now  filled  by  election,  and  most  have  bjen  since  1848. 
The  surveyor  also  was  elected  at  one  time,  but  he,  as  in  the  case  of  each 
of  the  officers  noted  above,  is  now  an  appointee  of  the  county  board  of 
supervisors.   Only  a.  few  of  the  present  county  offices  and  bodies  nere 
recognized  by  the  first  str.tc  constitution;  but,  except  for  the  superin- 
tendent of  highways,  created  in  1913,  the  probr-tion  office  in  1911,  and  the 
superintendent  of  public  welfare  in  1936,  all  wore  established  by  law  at  a 
very  early  date  and  are  recognized  by  the  Constitutions  of  1848  and  1870, 

The  creation  of  such  state  agencies  as  touch  upon  county  government 
is  a  later  development,  occurring  between  1877  and  1917.   T^o  quantity  rjid 
character  of  county  records  are  affected  thereby,  but  not  the  system  of 
keeping  records.  Making  for  uniformity  in  records  are  laws  requiring 
county  boa,rds  to  supply  books  and  forms  in  many  cases.  But  the  only 
uniformity  between  counties  is  accomplished  by  the  use  of  standard  forms 
in  a  few  cases  required  by  state  agencies.  Adequate  statutory  provision 
is  made  for  rebinding  and  transcription  of  old  records.   The  use  of  loose- 
leaf  books  has  further  improved  records;  statutory  compulsion  could  extend 
the  improvement. 


1.   L.1319,  p.  25,79,206;  L.1845,  p.  41,42;  L.1861,  p.  238^  L,1872.  p.  380; 
R.S.1874,  p.  325;  L.1877,  p.  209;  L.1885,  p.  142;  L.1891.  p.  110; 
L.1933,  p.  552. 
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Stately  in  its  proportions,  the  courthouse  of  Stephenson  County 
located  in  Freeport,  represents  the  best  of  architectural  design  employed 
to  express  the  integrity  of  a  people,  and  the  regard  with  which  they  hold 
their  government.  Three  stories,  an  English-type  basement,  and  an  attic 
give  a  height  of  eighty  feet.  The  first  and  second  stories  have  seven- 
teen-foot ceilings;  the  third  story  is  part  of  the  mansard  roof;  while 
still  greater  effect  of  height  is  achieved  by  the  addition  of  a  dome. 
Width  of  the  building  is  ninety-nine  feet,  and  depth  is  eighty  feet,  giv- 
ing a  space  content  of  691,200  cubic  feet.  A  flight  of  stone  steps,  and 
a  pillared  porch  provide  entrance  to  the  courthouse,  which  was  built  in 
the  years  1870  to  1873  at  a  cost  of  $130,413,56  for  the  building  and 
equipment.  Because  of  the  interior  construction,  wood  floors  and  trim, 
the  floors  linoleum  covered,  plastered  walls  and  ceilings,  the  building 
is  only  semi-fireproof.  The  offices  of  the  county  and  circuit  clerks,  and 
county  treasurer,  have  vaults  with  tile  floors,  steel  equipment,  and  steel 
doors.  All  of  these  vauWs  are  crowded  to  capacity.  However,  in  most  of 
the  main  and  private  offices,  there  is  ajnple  room  for  expansion.  In  the 
basement,  the  county  clerk's  vault  is  not  crowded,  but  the  vault  of  the 
circuit  clerk  is. 

The  office  and  all  records  of  the  county  and  probate  clerk,  circuit 
clerk  and  recorder,  county  treasurer  and  collector,  sheriff,  superinten- 
dent of  schools,  superintendent  of  highways,  and  county  nurse  are  located 
in  the  courthouse.  The  county  surveyor  has  office  space  in  the  office  of 
the  superintendent  of  highways,  but  has  no  records  there;  his  current  rec- 
ords arc  in  the  circuit  clerk's  main  office,  and  the  old  records  are  in 
the  circuit  clerk's  vault  in  the  basement.  The  county  coroner  has  his 
office  in  the  Union  Loan  Building,  suite  223-25.  Here  the  coroner  keeps 
his  current  and  bound  records;  the  unbound  files  arc  stored  in  the  circuit 
clerk's  first  floor  vault  in  the  courthouse.  Records  of  the  coxmty  home 
are  kept  at  the  home,  in  the  office  of  the  superintendent  on  the  first 
floor.  This  two-story,  stone  building  was  built  in  1855,  and  is  sixty 
feet  wide,  eighty  feet  long,  and  thirty  feet  high. 

The  county  and  probate  clerk's  office  located  at  the  southeast 
comer  of  the  first  floor,  consists  of  two  rooms,  the  county  clerk's  main 
office,  and  his  private  office.  In  each  of  these  offices  is  kept  five 
percent  of  his  total  records.  The  filing  equipment  in  the  main  office  is 
made  up  of  one  wooden  wall  case  with  glass  doors  and  number  of  metal 
file  boxes.  The  private  office  is  equipped  with  forty-two  linear  feet  of 
roller-type  steel  shelving.  There  is  no  crowding  in  either  office,  and 
there  is  abundant  space  available  for  expansion.  Several  desks  and  chairs 
and  other  equipment  amply  serve  the  needs  of  those  wishing  to  consult  the 
records.  In  an  adjoining  vault,  measuring  fourteen  feet  square,  with 
a  twelve-foot  ceiling,  the  clerk  keeps  an  additional  fifty-five  percent  of 
his  records.  Over  eight  hundred  linear  feet  of  modem  roller-type  steel 
shelving  are  arranged  along  all  of  the  four  walls  of  this  vault,  which 
is  crowded  to  capacity,  with  no  room  loft  for  expansion.  Additional  space 
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and  equipment  are  a  pressing  need»   Other  conditions  of  this  vault,  ven- 
tilation, lighting,  accommodations  for  users  of  the  records,  are  satisfac 
toiy.  The  remaining  thirty*«five  percent  of  the  clerk's  records  are  stored 
in  the  county  clerk's  basement  vault*   The  atmospheric  conditions  of  this 
vault  are  poor  as  are  the  artificial  lirhting  facilities,  Vfooden  shelve 
ing  aggregating  six  hundred  linear  feet  and  a  few  file  boxes  for  unbound 
material  constitute  the  equipment  of  this  vault.   It  is  not  crowded.   No 
tables  or  chairs  are  provided  for  users  of  the  records,  erapty  shelves 
being  used  for  this  purpose.   In  this  basement  vault  are  also  sixty  per~ 
cent  of  the  county  treasurer's  and  collector's  records. 

The  circuit  clerk  and  recorder  also  has  a  two-room  office  suite  on 
the  first  floor,  located  at  the  southwest  corner.   Both  rooms  arc  light 
and  large,  mth  no  crowding.  The  filing  equipment  in  both  offices  con- 
sists of  roller-type  steel  shelving  and  steel  filing  cabinets;  three 
hundred  and  thirty-one  foot  of  steel  shelving  and  one  hundred  and  fourteen 
foot  of  steel  file  drawers  in  the  main  office,  and  sixty-seven  feet  of 
steel  roller  shelves  and  nine  feet  of  stoel  file  drawers  in  the  private 
office.   In  the  larger  room,  the  circuit  clerk's  main  office,  are  kept 
twenty-five  percent  of  his  records  as  circuit  clerk  and  sixty  percent  of 
his  records  as  recorder.  Also  tiventy>-five  percent  of  the  surveyor's 
records  are  kept  in  this  office.   The  second  office,  the  clerk's  private 
office,  contains  fifteen  percent  of  the  circuit  court  records,  A  small 
number  of  file  boxes,  holding  the  circuit  clerk's  current  miscellaneous 
records,  are  kept  in  the  circuit  court  room  on  the  second  floor.  The 
accommodations  for  consultants  of  the  records  are  ample  in  both  offices. 
In  an  adjoining  vault,  eleven  by  fifteen  feet,  are  kept  tvfenty-five  per- 
cent of  the  circuit  clerk's  records  and  ton  percent  of  the  recorder's 
records.  Here  also  are  kept  fifty  percent  of  the  coroner's  records.  This 
vault  is  equipped  -with  six  hundred  and  seventy  linear  feet  of  modem  steel 
shelving  and  several  filing  cabinets.   It  is  crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity 
and  there  is  no  space  available  for  additional  equipment,  V/ith  this  ex- 
ception, the  physical  conditions  of  this  vault  are  very  good,   A  filing 
cabinet,  fitted  out  as  a  desk,  serves  to  accommodate  persons  consulting 
the  records  in  this  vault.  The  remainder  of  the  records  of  the  circuit 
clerk  and  recorder,  thirty*-five  and  thirty  percent  respectively,  are 
stored  in  the  clerk's  vault  in  the  basement,  as  also  are  seventy-five 
percent  of  the  surveyor's  records.   This  vault  is  seventeen  feet  square 
and  is  equipped  vrith   four  small  mndows.   The  ventilation  and  atmospheric 
conditions  of  the  vault  are  poor,  and  an  accumulation  of  dust  is  notice- 
able.  Five  hundred  and  eighty  linear  feet  of  open  wooden  shelving  and  a 
number  of  file  boxes  make  up  the  filing  equipment  of  this  vault. 

The  county  treasurer  and  collector  also  has  an  office  on  the  first 
floor.  Like  the  offices  above,  it  consists  of  a  main  office  and  a  private 
office.  The  treasurer's  private  office  howcvor,  contains  no  records.   In 
the  main  office  arc  kept  ten  percent  of  his  total  records.   Steel  filing 
cabinets  are  used  for  the  storage  of  the  small  amount  of  bovmd  volumes 
kept  here.   There  is  no  evidence  of  crowding,  and  accomanodations  for  users 
of  the  records  are  liberal.   In  an  adjoining  vault  the  treasurer  and  col- 
lector keeps  an  additional  thirty  percent  of  his  records.   This  is  a  small 
vault,  measuring  only  eight  by  ten  feet,  and  it  is  very  crovj-ded,  in  addi- 
tion to  having  no  provisions  for  ventilation.   Roller-type  steel  shelving 
and  several  file  boxes  make  up  the  filing  equipment  of  this  vault,  Tho 
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custodian  estimates  that  at  least  fifty  percent  additional  space  and 
shelving  are  needed  for  the  proper  housing  of  these  records.  The  remain- 
ing sixty  percent  of  the  troasiirer' s  and  collector's  records  are  stored 
in  the  county  clerk's  basement  vault. 

The  sheriff's  office  too,  is  located  on  the  first  floor.   It  measures 
twenty  feet  square  and  has  four  large  windows.  All  of  the  sheriff's  rec- 
ords are  kept  in  this  office,  in  wooden  filing  cabinets.   There  is  ample 
space  available  for  expansion  in  this  office  whenever  occasion  arises. 
^     One  large  desk  and  six  chairs  are  provided  for  consultants  of  the  records. 

On  the  second  floor  is  found  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of 
schools.   It  consists  of  a  main  office  and  the  superintendent's  private 
office.   In  the  former  are  kept  twenty  percent,  and  in  the  latter,  eighty 
percent  of  the  records.  Wooden  wall  cabinets,  with  shelving  of  the  same 
material,  constitute  the  filing  equipment  of  both  of  these  offices. 
Neither  room  is  crowded  and  there  is  space  available  for  the  installation 
of  additional  equipment.   Several  tables  ai:id  chairs  in  both  offices  amply 
••'  serve  the  needs  of  persons  wishing  to  consult  the  records. 

The  superintendent  of  highways  and  the  county  surveyor  have  one  office 
in  common  on  the  second  floor.  The  office  is  made  up  of  the  superinten- 
dent's main  office,  and  his  private  office.   In  the  office  proper  are  kept 
seventy  percent  of  the  superintendent's  records,  and  in  the  superiiitendent' s 
private  office  is  kept  the  remp.ining  thirty  percent.  The  outer  office  is 
equipped  with  file  desks  and  a  drafting  table,  while  the  private  office 
ho-s  open  wooden  shelving  aggregating  fifty  feet  in  length.   Both  rooms  are 
crowded,  owing  to  the  presence  of  equipment  other  than  that  required  for 
the  storage  of  records.  At  least  fifty  percent  additional  space  is  needed, 
according  to  the  custodian's  estimate.  Ample  provisions  for  the  conven- 
V  ience  of  consultants  of  the  records  have  been  made  in  both  offices. 

The  office  of  the  county  nurse  is  located  on  the  third  floor.  This 
is  a  large  room  with  an  area  of  two  hundred  and  fifty- two  square  feet, 
well  lighted  and  ventilated.  All  of  the  nurse's  records  are  kept  in  this 
office  on  wooden  shelving  with  a  total  capacity  of  fifty-five  linear  feet. 
This  room  is  not  crowded  and  there  is  ample  space  for  expansion.   One  desk, 
one  table  and  four  chairs  are  provided  for  the  convenience  of  consultants 
^  of  the  records. 

In  general  it  may  be  stated  that  the  records  of  Stephenson  County  are 
well  housed  and  cared  for  with  the  exception  of  those  records  stored  in 
the  county  clerk's  and  circuit  clerk's  vaults  in  the  basement.  Additional 
steel  equipment  is  being  purchased  for  several  of  the  main  offices  on  the 
upper  floors,  and  in  time  steel  shelves  will  no  doubt  be  purchased  to  re- 
place the  wooden  shelves  now  used  in  these  two  basement  vaults.   Installa- 
tion of  fire  extinguishers  would  be  an  extra  safeguard,  supplementing  the 
city  water  pipe  outlets  on  each  floor.  Eebinding  on  a  niunber  of  record 
voliimes  is  necessary  for  their  preservation.  The  policy  followed  in  the 
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various  county  offices  is  to  keep  and  inaintain  all  records,  and  thore 
has  been  no  losses  because  of  fire  or  floods j  therefore,  gaps  in  record 
dates  are  nominal  and  cannot  bo  accounted  for. 

Endeavor  is  being  made  to  have  all  records  of  like  natiore  kept 
uniformly,  and  bound  volumes  or  loose-loaf  type  are  chosen  as  are  best 
adapted  for  the  particular  record  to  be  kept.  Indexing  and  filing  as  carried 
on  in  Stephenson  County,  correspond  in  the  main  v/ith  tlie  systems  generally 
adopted  by  the  great  majority  of  other  counties  in  Illinois, 


-  59  - 


(First  entry,  p,  33) 


4,   LIST  OF  ABBREVIATIONS,  SYIffiOLS,  AND  EXPLAMTORY  NOTES 


alph,  ...:. 

arr. 

Art. 

assr. 

atty.  ,..„. 

aud, 

bd. 

bdl... 

blds.....„ 
"bsErfc. .._... 

ch. 

chron, ... 

cir. 

elk. 

CO. ™ 

coll.. — 

cent, 

cor. 

ct, 

dapt. -. 

f.b, 

f.d. 

fl. 

fin. 


ft.— 
hdgs, — 

hdw, 

hvrys, 

ibid; _ 

i.e. 

Ill.S.A. 


in. 

L. 

mi. 

no.  (s)  . 

off. 

p.  ..„ 

pr. 

pro, 

reo. 

R.L. 

nn.  ..„ 

R.S 

s  ch. 

sec. 
Sep.. 


alphabetical  (ly) 

arranged 

Article 

assessor 

attorney 

auditor 

board 

bundle  (s ) 

, building 

basement 

chapter  (s) 

,... chronological  (ly) 

circuit 

, _.  clerk 

..„ county 

collector 

continued 

coroner 

court 

department 

file  box  (es) 

i'ile  draiver   (s) 

_ floor 

,_ form 

..feet 

headings 

.._ handwritten 

„ -...highways 

ibidem  -  the  same 

(references) 

„....id  est  >"  that  is 

Jllinois  Statutes 

Annotated 

_....inch  (es) 

Laws 

„...mile  (s) 

...„ number  (s) 

office 

page  (s) 

printed 

probate 

recorder 

Revised  Iaws 

room 

Revised  Statutes 

school   (s) 

..„ section   (s) 

separate 
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Sess, Session 

sh,  .._ „ sheriff 

Sp, „ Special 

stra,- _ _ _ storeroom 

supt. - superintendent 

suTTr - - surveyor 

treasr ...- - - - treasurer 

tvrp»  (s)  „ „ toimship  (s) 

U.S  Jl.S, United  States 

Revised  Statutes 
U  »S  ,S  ,  ..._ „ „ Uhi t e  d  S  tate  s 

Statutes 

V, „ - volume  (s) 

vet. veterinarian 

vlt,  ...._ vault 

-~-  .„ „ current 

1,  Despite  inaccuracies  in  spelling  and  punctuation,  titles  of 
records  are  shown  in  the  inventory  proper  exactly  as  on  volumes  and 
file  boxes.   The  current  or  most  recent  title  is  used  as  the  title  of 
the  entry, 

2»  Explanatory  additions  to  inadequate  titles  and  corrections  of 
erroneous  titles  are  enclosed  in  parentheses  and  have  initial  capitals, 

3,  In  the  absence  of  titles,  supplied  titles  are  capitalized  and 
enclosed  in  parentheses, 

4,  In  the  title  set-up,  letters  or  numbers  in  parentheses  indi- 
cate the  exact  labeling  on  volumes  or  file  boxes.   If  the  volumes  or 
file  boxes  are  unlabeled,  no  labeling  is  indicated. 

5,  Title  line  cross  references  are  used  to  complete  series  for 
records  kept  separately  for  a  period  of  time,  and  in  other  records  for 
different  periods  of  time.  They  are  also  used  in  all  artificial  entries 
-  records  -v^ioh  must  be  shoim  separately  under  their  ovjn  proper  office 
or  section  heading  even  though  they  are  kept  in  files  or  records  appear- 
ing elsevdaere  in  the  inventory.   In  both  instances,  the  description  of 
the  master  entry  shows  the  title  and  entiry  number  of  the  record  from 
vAiich  the  cross  reference  is  made.  Dates  shoTOi  in  the  description  of 
the  master  entry  are  only  for  the  part  or  parts  of  the  record  contained 
therein,  and  are  shovna  only  ivhen  they  -vary  from  those  of  the  master 
entry, 

6,  Separate  third  paragi^ph  cross  references  from  entry  to  entry, 
and  "see  also"  references  under  subject  headings,  are  used  to  show 
prior,  subsequent,  or  related  records  v.-hich  are  not  part  of  the  same 
scries, 

7,  Unless  tho  index  is  self-contained,  an  entry  for  the  index 
immediately  follows  its  record  entry.  Cross  roforcnoos  are  given  for 
exceptions  to  this  rule, 

8,  Records  ncvy  be  assuraed  to  bo  in  good  condition  unless  other- 
vdse  indicated. 

9,  On  maps  and  plat  records,  the  names  of  author,  engraver,  and 
publisher,  and  infonnation  on  scale  have  been  omitted  only  when  these 
data  were  not  ascertainable. 

10,  Unless  otherwise  specified,  all  records  are  located  in  the 
county  courthouse. 
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Public  affairs  and  government  in  Stephenson  County  are  administered 
by  the  county  board  of  supervisors.  The  board  is  composed  of  the  town- 
ship supervisors,  one  elected  from  each  to\vnship,  virith  additional  members 
elected  on  -the  basis  of  proportional  representation.   In  each  city  and 
township,  the  management  of  tovm  affairs  is  vested  in  the  toivnship  super- 
visor Virho  is  also  ex-officio  overseer  of  the  poor.  Following  his  election, 
■vidiich  is  for  a  four-year  term,  each  supervisor  and  assistant  takes  and 
subscribes  to  an  oath  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  his  town  and  enters 
a  bond,  payable  to  the  people  of  the  tovm,  which  is  filed  vri-th  the  town 
clerk.  At  tho  first  meeting  of  the  county  board,  each  of  the  said  tovm- 
ship  officials  making  up  its  membership  presents  his  election  certificate 
vAiich  is  examined  by  tho  board  and  filed  in  the  county  clerk's  office, 
Tho  board  moots  for  tho  transaction  of  county  business  on  the  second  Tuesday 
of  September  and  tho  socond  Monday  of  June  in  each  year  and  holds  special 
meetings  upon  the  request  of  one-third  of  its  membership.   Other  meetings 
are  prescribed  by  lav:  for  the  handling  of  specified  affairs.  The  board 
organizes  each  year  by  electing  one  of  its  number  as  chairman  at  the  first 
regular  meeting.  Meetings  are  held  with  open  doors  and  any  one  may  attend. 

Several  changes  have  occurred  in  the  development  of  this  administra- 
tive branch  of  government  in  Stephenson  County,   Its  first  county  board 
consisted  of  three  elected  county  commissioners  wiio  formed  the  membership 
of  the  administrative  county  commissioners'  court  from  1837  to  1849. 
The  judicial  jurisdiction  of  tho  court  vras  restricted  to  cases  concerning 
the  county  or  county  business.  Starting  in  1838,  at  the  first  election  in 
a  county  the  three  commissioners  elected  were  to  draw  lots  for  one,  two, 
or  tliree  years  to  determine  the  length  of  service  of  each.  Thereafter,  one 
commissioner  was  to  be  elected  each  year  for  a  throe-year  term  to  fill  the 
place  of  the  outgoing  commissioner. 

The  mobility  of  population  with  attachments  to  different  types  of 
local  government  vjas  an  influencing  factor  in  the  dovclopment  of  local 
govommont  in  Illinois.  The  emigrants  from  the  South,  Tdiorc  tho  large 
farms  and  plantations  favored  the  division  of  the  county  into  several 
administrative  districts,  fostered  this  type  of  government  in  their  new 
home.   People  from  the  northern  industrial  and  marketing  states,  on  the 
other  hand,  found  their  needs  best  met  by  the  township  systom.  During 
the  first  decade  of  the  state's  existence,  following  its  organization 
in  1818,  the  disintegration  of  the  early  civil  tovms  and  the  forma- 


1,  Constitution  of  1818,  Schedule,  sec.  4;  L, 1819,  p,  175,   Under  the 
laws  of  1819,  the  commissioners  served  imtil  August  1820;  L. 1819, 
p.  100,  Then  in  1821  the  term  ViTas  made  for  a  biennial  period; 
L.1821,  p.  66,80;  R.L.1829,  p.  67;  R.L.1853,  p,  255. 

2,  L. 1836-37,  p.  103-4;  R.S.1845,  p,  130-31. 
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tion  of  districts,  and  subdistricts  for  election,  for  building  of  roads 
and  for  other  purposes,  showed  the  influence  of  migration  from  the  South. 

The  arrival  of  toraiship  adherents  into  Illinois  from  the  East,  and 
Middle  Atlantic  States,  resulted  from  the  town  lot  speculation  which  beg^ 
early  in  Chicago  ajnd  spread  over  the  state.  Not  only  were  town  plats  regu- 
larly' sold  in  Chicago,  but  also  were  sold  in  New  York  and  Boston  markets. 

These  conflicting  influences,  together  with  compromises  and  adapta- 
tion to  local  needs,  brought  about  the  legislation  enacted  in  1849  for 
two  types  of  coiinty  government  in  Illinois.  An  administrative  county 
court  was  established  for  each  county  of  the  state,  or  an  optional  town- 
ship plan  could  be  adopted  by  the  county  electorate.^  At  the  election 
of  1849,  the  electorate  of  Stephenson  County  elected  the  township  plan. 
Under  this  plan,  as  already  noted,  township  supervisors  make  up  the  county 
board.  The  first  session  of  the  board  was  held  on  November  11,  1850. 
Stephenson  County  has  been  governed  by  the  board  of  supervisors  from  1850 
to  the  present,  * 

The. main  features  of  the  township  law  were  the  decentralization  of 
road  administration  and  state  functions,  such  as  assessment  and  collection 
of  taxes.  However,  the  broader  powers  of  transacting  and  administering 
county  business  remained  vested  in  the  county  body  itself. 

To  recapitulate,  Stephenson  County  was  first  governed  by  the  county 
commissioners'  court  from  its  creation  in  1837  to  1849,  and  from  1850  to 
the  present  by  the  county  board  of  supervisors. 

The  most  important  functions  of  the  county  board  with  little  change 
from  the  earliest  date  are: 

1.  The  purchase,  sale,  care,  and  custody  of  the  real  and 
personal  estate  owned  by  the  county. 

2.  The  management  of  county  fionds  and  business,  except  as 
otherwise  specifically  provided. 

3.  Examining  and. settling  accounts  against  the  county,  and 
all  accounts  concerning  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  the  county. 

4.  Causing  tajces  for  county  purposes  to  be  levied  and  col- 
lected annually. 

5.  Supervision  of  election,  schools,  and  the  selection  of 
juries;  constniction  and  maintenance  of  roads  and 
bridges;  care  of  the  indigent,  infirm,  and  disabled; 
erection  and  management  of  the  covmty  workhouse  and 
insane  asylum;  provision  for  and  maintenance  of  a  county 
tuberculosis  sanitarium  and  a  county  hospital;  the  taking 


1.  The  Constitution  of. 1848,  Art,  VII,  sec.  6,  had. required  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  to  provide  for  an  optional  form  of  township  organ- 
ization of  counties.  See  L.1849,  p.  190-229;  L.1851,  p.  35-78; 
also  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  6. 
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of  all  necessary  measures  and  the  institution  of 
proceedings  for  the  enforcement  of  all  laws  for  the 
prevention  of  cruelty  to  animals;  naming,  or  author- 
izing vacation  of,  town  plats;  and  improving  or 
prescribing  details  for  county  streets  and  highways, •'- 

Other  significant  powers  of  the  board  of  supervisors  include  the 
regulation  of  county  zoning,  provision  for  regional  planning,  and  author- 
ity to  provide  for  a  county  library  system,  a  county  normal  school,  and 
historical  research. 

The  zoning  jurisdiction  allows  for  the  restriction  and  regulation 
of  the  location  and  use  of  building,  structures  and  land  for  trade,  in- 
dustry, residence  and  other  uses;  the  establishment  of  building  or  set- 
back lines  outside  the  limits  of  cities,  villages  and  incorporated  towns; 
and  the  division  of  the  county  outside  of  these  same  limits  into  dis- 
tricts and  areas,  according  to  the  use  of  land  and  buildings.   The  duty 
of  the  board  when  it  desires  to  exercise  this  jurisdiction  is  to  appoint 
a  zoning  commission  v^ich  prepares  a  county  zoning  plan.   If  the  county 
board  adopts  the  recommended  plan,  it  is  then  to  provide  for  an  enforce- 
ment officer  and  the  appointment  of  a  board  of  appeals, ^ 

Similar  to  the  provision  for  county  zoning  is  the  provision  for 
regional  planning.   In  the  latter  instance,  the  board  may  make  a  plan 
for  guiding  the  development  of  the  region,  and  of  public  improvements 
and  utilities.  For  this  purpose,  the  board  may  at  any  time  appoint  an 
advisory  regional  planning  commission.   In  the  promotion  of  a  regional 
plan,  two  or  more  counties  may  cooperate  in  such  a  plan.«5 

If  the  electorate  of  the  county  vote  for  a  county  library  system, 
the  county  board  of  supervisors  is  charged  v/ith  the  establishment,  equipr 
ment,  and  maintenance  of  such  a  system.   In  this  connection,  the  board 
may  provide  for  county  libraries  or  may  contract  with  existing  libraries. 
The  management  of  the  county  library  system,  except  in  counties  con- 
tracting with  existing  libraries,  is  under  the  control  of  a  county  li- 
brary board  consisting  of  five  members  appointed  by  the  county  board 
of  supervisors,'^ 

The  board  of  supervisors  may  establish  a  county  normal  school  for 
the  purpose  of  preparing  teachers  for  the  public  schools.   If  a  county 
normal  school  is  established,  its  management  is  to  be  under  a  co\inty 
board  of  education  consisting  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  eight 
members,  of  which  board  the  chairman  of  the  county  board  of  supervisors 
and  the  county  superintendent  of  schools  are  to  be  members.^ 


1,  L.1819,  p.  175-77;  R.S.1845,  ch.  XXVII,  sec.  15,17,20,25,29,34-38j 
R.S.1874,  ch,  XL,  sec,  25,57,  p,  302;  L.1911,  p,  245;  L,1923,  p.  304; 
L,1933,  p.  427,428. 

2,  L. 1933,  p.  421;  L,1935,  p.  692,693, 

3,  L.1929,  p.  308. 

4,  L.1919.  p,  736,738. 

5,  L,1909.  p,  370,371. 
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The  cotmty  board  of  supervisors  may  encourage  or  promote  historical 
research  within  their  jurisdiction  by  making  appropriations  for  the  pub- 
lication of  the  proceedings,  and  such  other  papers  or  documents  of  his- 
toric interest,  by  any  historical  or  other  society  enga.ged  in  historical 
research.  The  county  board  of  supervisors  undertaking  such  publicatia(h 
has  the  power  to  cause  the  same  to  be  published  in  book  or  pamphlet  form 
and  to  provide  for  the  sale  at  prices  as  will  reimburse  the  cost  of  pub- 
lication,! 

The  records  of  the  county  board  of  supervisors  are  kept  by  the  clerk 
of  said  board. 


II.   CLERK  OF  THE  COUNTY  BOARD  OF  SUPERVISORS 


The  records  listed  in  this  section  of  the  present  volume,  are  kept 
by  the  clerk  of  the  co\mty  board  of  supervisors.   Those  antedating  1849, 
were  originally  kept  by  the  clerk  of  the  county  comnissioners '  court. 
From  1850  to  the  present,  the  clerk  of  the  county  board  of  supervisors 
has  maintained  the  records  of  the  administrative  branch  of  county  govern- 
ment.  During  the  period  of  1837-1849,  the  clerk  of  the  county  commis- 
sioners' court  performed  the  ministerial  or  clerical  duties  of  the  ad- 
ministrative body  and  was  also  clerk  of  the  county.   The  clerical  duties 
after  1850  were  performed,  until  1871,  by  the  clerk  of  the  county  court 
as  ex-officio  clerk  of  the  county  board  of  supervisors.   Lastly,  from 
1871  to  the  present,  the  county  clerk  has  served  as  ex-officio  clerk  of 
the  county  board  of  supervisors.  Therefore,  the  county  clerk  was  the  clerk 
of  the  county  administrative  body  from  the  organization  of  the  county  to 
the  present,  except  for  the  period  1850-1871,  Although  frequent  reference 
was  made  to  the  "county  clerk"  in  legislation  during  the  period  before  1870, 
the  variations  noted  above  are  in  his  official  title  for  the  periods  under 
consideration. 

The  major  record  kept  by  the  clerk  for  the  board  is  the  minutes  of 
its  proceedings.  This  heterogeneous  record  includes:  orders  to  issue 
warrants  on  the  covmty  treasury;  the  board's  consideration  of,  and  action 
on  reports  of  committees  of  its  members  on  roads  and  bridges,  indigent 
and  infirm  assistrJice,  schools,  taxation,  etc.;  and  its  orders  in  regard 
to  juries,  licenses,  and  other  matters  within  its  jurisdiction, 2 


1.  L,1907,  p.  374.. 

2.  Ltl819,  p.  5,6,23,77,127,334-38,352;  L.1823,  p.  145,149;  L.1825, 

p.  130,131;  R.L,1829,  p.  126,132-37,151-53;  L.1831,  p.  89,90;  L.1835, 
p.  131,132,136,200;  L.1839,  p.  71,72;  R.S.1845,  p.  51-55,287,342,403, 
437;  L.1849.  p.  66;  L.1861,  p.  234-37;  R.S.1374,  p.  323, 
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The  clerk  also  keeps  separately  a  register  of  orders  issued  on  the 
comity  treasury  and  lists  of  jury  venire;  he  files  and  preserves  all  bills 
of  accounts  acted  on  by  the  board,  and  takes  custody  of  reports  required 
to  be  made  to  the  boa.rd  by  the  county  treasurer,  various  school  bodies, 
and  a  number  of  county  officers.  The  book  for  county  orders  contains 
entries  of  the  number,  date  and  account  of  each  order  upon  the  county 
treasurer,  and  the  name  of  the  person  in  whose  name  drawn,  and  the  date 
of  cancellation,-^ 


Proceedings  of  Board 

1,  (COUNTY  C0MMISSI01\rERS'  MD  SUPERVISORS'  MINUTES),  1840—. 
In  (County  Clerk's  Miscellaneous  File),  entry  67,  Prior 
files  missing. 

Original  minutes  of  meetings  of  county  commissioners'  court  and  county 
board  of  supervisors,  showing  roll  call,  prpceedings,  and  dates, 

2,  SUPERVISORS'  RECORD,  1837—.   16  v.  (1  not  lettered,  A-O) . 
Title  varies:  County  Court  Record  #1. 

Record  of  proceedings  of  county  commissioners'  court  and  board  of  super- 
visors, showing  grant  of  land  for  seat  of  justice,  contracts  for  court- 
house and  jail,  establishment  of  election  precincts,  surveys  of  roads, 
establishment  of  ferries,  rates  of  licenses  for  taverns,  ferries,  and 
stores,  articles  of  incorporation  of  city  of  Freeport,  roll  call,  audit 
of  annual  reports,  bills  and  claims  allowed,  authorization  of  warrants 
and  orders,  and  all  other  business  transacted  by  board.   Also  contains 
Day  Book,  1850-71,  1878 — ,  entry  13;  Record  (Finance  Committee),  1850-71, 
1882 — ,  entry  14;  and  Complaint  Docket  Board  of  Review,  1900 — ,  entry  192, 
Arr.  chron,   1837-87,  no  index;. for  index,  1888 — ,  see  entry  3..  1837-1917, 
hdw;  1918— ,  typed.   1837-50,  writing  faded,  paper  poor.  555  p.  -  572  p. 
13  X  8  X  2  -  18  X  12  X  2i.   1  v.  not  lettered,  1837-50,  co.  elk. 's 
off,,  1st  fl.;  V.  A-O,  1851—,  co.  elk. 's  vlt. ,  1st  fl. 

3,  INDEX  TO  BOARD  OF  SUPERVISORS'  RECORD,  1888—.   1  v. 

Index  to  board  of  supervisors'  records  and  documents,  showing  reference, 
to  transactions  of  boa.rd,  names  of  parties,  concerned,  date  of  recording, 
and  volume  or  file  box  designation.  Arr.  alph.  by  subject  matter,  Hdw, 
under  pr.  hdgs.  480  p.  18  x  12^  x  2^,     Co.  elk, 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 


1,   L.1819.  p.  201,315;  L.1825,  p.  147;  R.L.1827.  p.  366;  L.1845,  p.  169; 
R.S,1845.  p.  136,366;  1,1861,  p.  237;  R.S.1874,  p.  325. 
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Clerk  cf  tho  County  Board  (4'«9) 

of  Supervisors  ••  Disposition 
of  Accounts 

4.  fflNUTE  BOOK,  1915--.   2  v,  (1  not  numbered,  l).  Missingj 
1926-28.   Title  varies:  Supervisors*  Blotter, 
llinutes  of  meetings  of  board  of  supervisors,  showing  date,  names  of  chair- 
man and  clerk  of  board,  roll  call,  and  record  of  all  proceedings,  Arr, 
chron.   No  index.   Typed.   250  p.  -  284  p.  16  x  8  x  1^  -  16  x  11-|-  x  2. 
1  v.,  1915-25,  CO,  elk,  «s  vlt.,  1st  f  1, ;  v.  1,  1929—,  co,  elk.  »s  off., 
1st  fl. 


Disposition  of  Accounts 

Register  of  County  Orders   (See 
also  entries  209,  212 j 

5,  REGISTER  OF  COUNTY  ORDERS,  1871--,   32  v,  (A-M  with  duplications, 
1871—;  1-10,  1915-30). 

Register  of  coimty  orders,  shelving  date  and  number  of  order,  name  of 
party  to  whom  order  vras   issued,  purpose,  amount,  and  date  of  cancellation. 
Also  contains  Register  of  County  High^vay  Orders,  1871-1921,  1933—,  entry  7, 
and  Township  Clerks'  Account  Book,  1884—,  entry  8,  Arr,  by  order  no. 
No  index.   Hdw.  under  pr,  hdgs,   294  p.  18  x  17  x  2,  V.  C,  D,  1922-33, 
CO,  elk.  «s  off.,  1st  fl.;  V.  E,  E,  H-M,  1914—,  co.  elk. 's  vlt.,  1st  f  1. ; 
12  V,  A-C-  vd.th  duplications,  v.  1-10,  1871-1930,  co,  elk. 's  vlt.,  bsmt. 

6,  REGISTER  JURORS'  CERTIFICATES,  1857—.   9  v. 

Register  of  jury  certificates,  showing  names  of  grand  and' petit  jurors, 
date  and  number  of  certificates,  days  of  service,  mileage,  amount  of 
fees,  and  signatures  of  jurors,  Arr,  by  certificate  no.  No  index,  Hdw, 
under  pr,  hdgs,   200  p,  17  x  11  x  1,   Co,  elk. 's  vlt,,  bsmt. 

7,  REGISTER  OF  COUNTY  HICmYAY  ORDERS,  1922-32,   1  v,   1871-1921, 
1933—  in  Register  of  County  Orders,  entry  5, 

Register  of  county  orders  authorized  by  county  superintendent  of  high- 
ways, shomng  date,  amount  of  order,  and  signature  of  recipient,  Arr, 
by  order  no.  No  index,  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs,  250  p.  16  x  11  x  1-|-, 
Co,  elk, 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

8,  TOyraSHIP  CLERKS'  ACCOUNT  BOOK,  1879-83,   1  v,   1884—  in 
Register  of  County  Orders,  entry  5, 

Itemized  account  of  clothing,  food,  and  shoes  for  irmiates  of  county 
poor  farm,  shovdng  date  of  order,  amount,  to  i«^om  paid,  and  amount  of 
board  charged  for  inmates,  Arr,  alph,  by  name  of  merchant.   No  index. 
Hdw,   Binding  and  paper  poor,  writing  faded,   223  p.  122-  x  8  x  1.   Co. 
elk. 's  vlt.,  bsmt. 

Cancelled  County  Orders   (See 
also  entries  210-212) 

9,  (CANCELLED  COUNTY  ORDERS),  1840—.   In  (County  Clerk's  Ms- 
eellaneous  File),  entry  67. 

Cancelled  county  orders  showing  date,  amount,  and  to  whom  issued. 
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of  Supervisors  -  Bills  and 
Clains;  County  Properties 

10.  COUNTY  ORDERS  (Warrants),  1847—.   103  v.. 

Stubs  of  county  warrants,  shoning  nunber  and  date,  purpose  of .payment,  and 
to.v;hon  paid,  Arr,  by  \7arrant  no.   No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   250  p. 
18 'x  12  x  li.   78  v.,  1847-1910,  co.  elk,  »s  vlt, ,  bsnt,;  25  v.,  1911—, 
CO.  elk, 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Pension  Funds  and  Applications   (See 
also  entries  67,  115) 

11,  RECORD  OF  PENSIONS  FOR  THE  3LI1CD,  1903—,   2  v.  (A,  1903-15; 
1,  1904—). 

Accounts  of  pensions  for  the  blind,  showing  name,  address,  date  paid, 
number  and  amount  of  order  for  first,  second,  third  and  fourth  quarter, 
and  total  amount  paid;  also  contains  a  register  of  the  applications. for 
pensions,  showing  date  of  examination,  facts  contained  in  certificate, 
and  signature  of  physician,  Arr,  chron.  No  index,  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm, 
160  p.  18  X  12  X  2,   Co,  elk. 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 


Bills  and  Claims 
(See  also. entry  2) 

12,  CLAIM  RECORD,  1924—,   1  v.  . 

Record. of  clains  against  county,  showing  date,  number,  . amoiint  of  claim, 
name  of  claimant,  and  amount  allowed,  Arr,  chron.  No  index.  Hdw.  on 
pr.  fm,   640  p.  18  x  12^  x.3.   Co.  elk. 's  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

13.  DAY  BOOK,  1872-77,  1  v,  1850-71,  1878—  in  Supervisors' 
Record,  entry  2, 

List  of  claims  allowed  by  auditing  committee  of  board  of  supervisors, 
showing  date  and  items  of  claims,  dates  allowed  and  paid,  and  to  T*Lom 
paid,  Arr.  chron.  No  index.  Hdw.   Binding  poor.   318  p.  ll|-  x  8-g-  x  1. 
Co.  elk. 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

14,  RECORD  (Finance  Committee),  1872-81.  2  v,   1850-71,  1882 — 
in  Supervisors'  Record,  entry  2. 

Record  of  proceedings  of  finance  committee  of  county  board  of  supervisors^ 
showing  date  of  meeting,  names  of  members  present,  proposals  and  bids, 
claims  approved,  and  annual  report  of  officers  examined,  Arr,  chron.  No 
index.   Hdw,   Binding  poor.   356  p,  13  x  8i-  x  l|-,   Co.  elk. 's  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

Management  of  County  Properties  and  Roads 

Bids  and  Contracts   (See 
also  entry  2) 

15.  JAIL  COmilTTEE,  1875-77.   1  v.   Discontinued, 

Record  of  proceedings  of  jail  committee  of  county  board  of  supervisors, 
showing  names  of  members,  dates  of  meetings,  names  of  bidders  on. contract, 
specifications  and  materials  to  be  used,  name  of  contractor  receiving  award, 
and  date,  Arr.  chron.  No  index.  Hdw.  359  p.  13  x  8-5-  x  1.  Co,  elk, 's 
vlt.,  bsmt. 
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Supervisors  -  Reports  to 
Board;  Jury  Lists 


Bond  Issues 

16.  HIGHWAY  BOND  REGISTER,  1917—,  '  1  v.  (1). 
Prior  records  cannot  be  located. 

Register  of  highway  bonds,  showing  name  of.  township,  date  and  nurpber  of 
bond,  amount,  rate  of  interest,  date  of. maturity,  purpose  of  bond,  and 
date  cancelled,  Arr.  chron.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  twp,  Hdw.  under 
pr,  hdgs.  120  p,  18  x  12  x  2,   Co.  elk.'?  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

17.  REGISTER  OF  SCHOOL  BONDS,  1928—.  2  v,  (l,  2). 

Register  of  school  bonds,  showing  name  and  number  pf  school  districts, 
number  of  bonds,  by  whom  issued,  purpose,  date,  ^ind  amount  of  bond,  rate 
of  interest, . date. of  maturity,  and  date  registered,  Arr.  chron.   Indexed 
alph,  by  name  of  school  district,  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs.  234  p. 
16  X  12  X  ih,      Co.  elk, «s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

Corre  spondence 

18.  LETTERS  (Miscellaneous),  1871-1904.  5  v.  Discontinued, 

Bound  copies  of  letters  written  by  county  clerk  to. other  county  officials 
on  matters  of  county  business;  also  copies  of  letters  of  county  superin- 
tendent of  schools  to  school. trustees.  Arr,  chron.  No  index,   1871-99, 
hdvT, ;  1900-1904,  typed.  Binding  and  paper  poor,  writing  faded.   500  p. 
12  X  10  X  2,  Co.  elk, 's  vlt,,  bsrat. 


Reports  to  Board 
(See  also  entries  228,  254) 

19.  (REPORTS  TO  COMISSIONERS '  COURT  AND  TO  COUNTY  BOARD),  1840—. 
In  (County  Clerk's  Miscellaneous  Pile),  entry  67.  Prior  files 
missing. 

Original  reports  of  various  county  officials  to  the  county  board,  showing 
names  of  officials  or  committees,  dates,  and  facts. submitted  for  approval. 

20.  CEMETERY  ASSOCIATION  REPORT,  1924—,  .1  v.  .No  prior  records. 
Report  of  trustees  of  cemetery  associations,  showing  date,  receipts  and. 
expenditures,  and  signatures  of  trustees.  Arr,  alph.  by  name  of  associ- 
ation. No  index,  Hdw,  on  pr.  fm,  585  p.  18  x  13  x  3,   Co,  elk, 's  vlt», 
1st  fl. 


Jury  Lists 
(Sec  also  entries  6,  151,  170,  171,  209) 

21,   JURY  LIST,  1872 — ,   3  v.  (l  not  numbered,  1,  2), 
Title  variesj  Register  of  Jurors, 
List  of  jurors  selected,  shoTTing  names  and  addresses,  date  selected,  drawn, 
and  served,  number  of. days  served,  mileage,  total  amount  of  fees,  signature 
of  juror,  and  certificate  number,  Arr,  chron.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr, 
hdgs,   200  p.  -  470  p.  17  x  15  x  1  -  17  x  12  x  2h.      1  v,  not  n\imbered,  v,  1, 
1872-1913,  CO,  elk, 's  vlt.,  bsmt. ;  v,  2,  1914— ,"co,  elk. 's  off,,  1st  fl. 
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(Next  entry  22,  p.  43) 


III.   COUNTY  CLEEK 


The  county  clerk  is  commissioned  ty  the  Governor,  and  is  the  keep- 
er of  the  county  seal,  which  he  uses  in  cases  where  an  official  seal  is 
required.  Before  entering  office  the  clerk  takes  and  subscribes  to  an 
oath  which  is  entered  at  large  upon  the  records  of  his  office.  His 
bond  is  given  in  a  penal  sun  and  security  as  deterninod  by  the  county 
board  of  supervisors.  The  memoranda  of  this  bond  are  recorded  upon  the 
records  of  his  office,  and  the  bond  is  filed  with  the  clerk  of  the  cir- 
cuit court.  1 

This  officer,  the  county  clerk,  has  the  most  varied  duties  of  any 
other  county  official.  To  enable  him  to  perform  his  many  duties,  he  is 
allowed  to  appoint  deputies  who  take  and  subscribe  to  an  oath,  which, 
in  each  instance,  is  entered  upon  record, 2  There  is  an  abundance  of 
ftmctions,  with  resulting  records,  growing  out  of  these  various  duties, 
including  important  services  relating  to  taxation,  elections,  vital 
statistics,  licenses,  bonds,  and  lesser  duties  in  the  operation  of  coun- 
ty government.  Jurisdiction  in  these  matters  is  delegated  to  a  mimber 
of  state,  county,  district  and  toxmship  authorities,  and  the  clerk's 
relationship  with  these  groups  makes  him  a  de  facto  chief  executive  of 
the  county.  These  relationships  effect  some  coordination  of  public 
activities  in  Stephenson  County  and  result  in  many  records  in  the  coun- 
ty clerk-s  office.  The  clerk  is  custodian  of  each  of  the  records, 
books  £md  papers  appertaining  to  and  filed  or  deposited  in  his  office, 
and  the  same  are  open  to  public  inspection  without  charge.  Copies  may 
be  had  of  any  of  these  records,  papers  or  accounts  upon  payment  of  a 
fee. 3  The  county  clerk  is  also  ex-officio  clerk  of  the  county  board  of 
supervisors,  and  the  county  and  probate  courts.  The  records  that  he 
keeps  in  each  case  belong  to  the  respective  office.  The  description 
which  follows  for  records  and  changes  in  record  requirements  does  not 
purport  to  be  complete,  but  does  attempt  to  indicate  their  main  features, 

The  office  of  county  clerk  has  experienced  several  variations  in 
its  development  in  Stephenson  County.  The  early  legal  status  of  the 
county  clerk  was  first  as  clerk  of  the  county  commissioners*  court  from 
the  beginning  of  the  county  in  1837  to  1849.4  During  this  early  period 
the  clerk  performed  a  dual  function  by  serving  as  clerk  of  the  county 
and  clerk  of  the  county  governing  body.  An  interesting  change  took 


1.  R.S.1845,  p,  395;  L.1849,  p.  63,64;  R.S.1874,  p.  321;  L,1929.  p.  312. 

2.  Ibid.  Also  L.1831,  p.  49;  L,1853,  p.  257. 

3.  R.S,1845,  p,  136,395;  L,1849,  p.  63,64;  L,1861,  p.  237;  R.S.1874. 
p.  251. 

4.  The  office  was  elective  with  a  term  of  two  years.  L.1857,  p.  49; 
R.S,1845,  p,  573, 
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place  in  his  office  under  the  Constitution  of  1848  and  the  legislation 
of  1849,^  At  this  time  the  clerk  'became,  in  addition,  the  clerk  of  the 
newly-created  Judicial  "branch  of  county  government.  His  official  title 
was  clerk  of  the  county  court  and  his  services  included  his  duties  as 
clerk  of  the  county,  clerk  of  the  county  administrative  body,  and  as 
clerk  of  the  newly-formed  judicial  county  court.  The  new  administrative 
tody  was  the  county  "board  of  supervisors.  The  judiciary  was  the  county 
court  administered  by  the  county  judge.  The  clerk  in  his  functions  as 
clerk  of  the  county  and  clerk  of  the  administrative  branch  of  county 
government  was  successor  to  the  clerk  of  the  county  commissioners'  court. 
His  ex-officio  office  as  clerk  of  a  judicial  court  first  began  at  this 
time,  namely  1849.  The  ministerial  duties  cf  clerk  of  the  county  court 
extended  also  to  the  court's  probate  jurisdiction.  For  this  county 
court  function,  the  clerk  performed  the  ministerial  duties  formerly 
delegated  to  the  probate  justice  cf  the  peace  of  Stephenson  County.S 

The  clerk  of  the  ccunty  commissioners'  court  from  1837  to  1849,  and 
the  clerk  of  the  county  court  from  1849  to  1870,  when  acting  for  the 
county,  were  frequently  referred  to  in  legislation  as  the  "ccunty  clerk". 
However,  the  Constitution  of  1870  first  titled  this  officer,  when  so 
acting,  as  the  "county  clerk".  In  consequence  of  this  constitutional 
provision  the  clerk  has  been  elected  by  the  county  electorate  as  the 
"county  clerk"  from  1871  to  date.  He  has  continued  to  act,  from  the 
earlier  period  to  the  present,  as  clerk  of  the  county  board  of  supervi- 
sors, and  for  the  county  and  probate  courts, 3  With  the  revision  of  the 
laws  of  1874,  a  distinction  of  titles  came  into  use  for  each  cf  his 
ex-officic  capacities.  When  the  county  clerk  performs  his  duties  for 
each  of  the  aforementioned  branches  of  government,  he  is  expressly  de- 
clared to  be  so  doing.  Thus  the  simple  designation  of  county  clerk  is 
reserved  for  the  officer  when  he  performs  that  group  of  duties  which  be- 
long to  his  office  alone,  and  which  gives  rise  to  the  records  in  this 
section, 4 

In  review,  it  may  be  said  that  the  co-unty  clerk's  office  has  existed 
in  Stephenson  County  from  the  organization  of  the  county  in  1837  to  the 
present.  His  earliest  title  was  "clerk  of  the  county  commissioners' 
court";  in  1849  he  was  titled  "clerk  of  the  county  court";  and,  finally, 
under  the  Constitution  of  1870,  his  title  became  "county  clerk". 


1.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  16,18,19;  L,1849,  p.  63,  Like 
his  predecessor,  an  elective  officer,  but  with  a  term  of  four  years. 

2,  Ibid. 

3.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  18  and  Art,  X,  sec,  8,  The 
clerk's  term  was  set  for  four  years. 

4,  R.S,1874,  p,  260,273,321.  His  bond  covers  also  his  actions  as 
clerk  of  the  ccunty  court  and  as  clerk  of  the  county  board  of 
supervisors.  The  penal  sum  is  fixed  by  the  latter  body. 


-  41  - 
Coiinty  Clerk  (Next  entry  22,  p.  43) 

The  county  clerk  cf  Stephenson  Co-unty  is  required  to  keep  an  ex- 
tensive group  of  taxation  records.  He  has  legal  custody  of  "books  used 
by  the  town  assessors  and  the  supervisor  of  assessments  and  compiles 
those  used  by  the  collector;  obtains  and  prepares  abstracts  of  assess- 
ments and  collections;  keeps  the  records  of  proceedings  of  special  tax 
bodies;  makes  reports  of  delinquent  taxes  returned  by  the  collector; 
attends  all  tax  sales  and  prepares  a  list  of  all  sales  and  issues  du- 
plicate reports  thereof;  records  affidavits  of  purchases  of  property 
for  taxes,  and  makes  record  of  tax  sales,  forfeitures  and  redemptions 
in  a  book  kept  by  him  and  knovm  as  the  "tax  judgment,  sale,  redemption 
and  forfeiture  record."  In  addition,  various  lists  and  receipts  invol- 
ved in  the  taxation  procedure  from  beginning  to  end  are  required  to  be 
transmitted  to  him.l  Also  for  taxation  purposes,  the  county  clerk  keeps 
the  county  record  books  of  taxable  railroad  property  and  taxable  capital 
stock  of  telegraph  companies.  Upon  delivery  of  the  regalar  tax  books  to 
the  county  collector  the  clerk  attaches  a  warrant  under  his  seal  of  office, 
and  delivers  the  railroad  and  telegraph  property  books  to  the  collector 
for  the  collection  of  the  levied  taxes.  After  the  collections  are  made, 
the  books  are  returned  to  the  clerk,2  Among  these  taxation  records  of 
the  county  clerk  are  personal  property  schedules  and  statements.  The 
schedules  bear  the  endorsement  of  the  person  whose  property  is  listed, 
and  are  arranged  in  alphabetical  order.  The  clerk  is  required  to  pre- 
serve these  schedules  for  two  years, 3 

The  state  department  of  public  health  has  charge  of  the  registratinn 
of  births,  stillbirths  and  deaths,  but  the  county  clerk  keeps  complete 
records  of  these  vital  statistics.  Copies  of  certificates  of  these  data 
are  transmitted  to  the  clerk  by  the  local  registrars  of  the  department 
of  public  health.  In  Stephenson  County,  the  clerks  of  townships  per- 
form the  duties  of  local  registrars.  The  clerk  registers  and  files  all 
certificates,  and  records  births,  deaths  and  stillbirths  in  separate 
books  and  indexes  each  separately, 4 

Persons  desiring  to  marry  are  required  to  file  with  the  county 
clerk  a  physician's  certificate  showing  each  party  to  be  free  of  venereal 
disease.  After  filing  the  certificates  of  physical  examination,  the  par- 
ties are  then  entitled  to  apply  for  a  marriage  license  which  is  issued 
by  the  cotmty  clerk, 5  FclloTTing  the  ceremoncy,  marriage  certificates  are 
returned  to  the  clerk  by  persons  qualified  to  celebrate  the  same.  The 
marriages  are  recorded  and  indexed  by  the  clerk," 


1.  L.1825.  p.  174;  R. 1.1827,  p.  330;  R.L.1833.  p.  527;  L,1840,  p,  4; 
L.1843,  p,  232;  R.S.1845.  p.  8;  L.1849,  p.  121,206;  L.1851,  p.  56; 
L.1853,  p.  17,50;  L.1872,  p.  56-58;  L.1879.  p,  240;  L.1881.  p.  132; 
L.1885,  p.  77;  L.1898,  p.  40,41;  L.1909,  p.  311,333;  L.1935,  p.  1218. 

2.  L. 1871-72.  p.  1;  R. 8.1874.  p.  854;  L.1879.  p,  240. 

3.  L.1853.  p.  17,50;  L.1879,  p,  240;  L,1881,  p.  132. 

4.  L.1819,  p.  26,281;  R.S.1845,  ch.  XVII,  sec.  3-5,  ch.  LXIX,  sec.  6; 
R.S,1874,  p,  695;  L.1877,  p,  200-210;  L.1901.  p.  301-4;  L.1903, 

p.  315-18;  L.1915.  p.  660-70;  L.1917.  p.  2-36,763-66. 

5.  L.1937,  p.  910. 

6.  Ibid  4, 
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Blind  assistance  funds  are  provided  jointly  by  the  county  and 
state, 1  Applicants  claiming  benefits  of  the  fund  are  required  to  go 
before  the  county  clerk  and  make  affidavit  as  to  residence  and  incapaci- 
ty,2  The  county  clerk  files  the  application  and  refers  the  applicant  to 
the  examiner  of  the  blind.  He  keeps  a  register  of  all  applications  and 
date  of  examination  of  those  entitled  to  benefits  of  the  blind  assist- 
ance funds.  Following  the  certification  of  the  examiner  of  the  blind, 
the  clerk  certifies  to  the  county  board  of  supervisors  those  entitled 
to  benefit. "5 

The  clerk  is  involved  in  nearly  every  step  of  the  election  procedure. 
He  prepares  and  issues  blank  ballots  and  keeps  a  record  of  the  same,  as 
well  as  of  petitions,  marked  ballots,  tally  sheets,  and  returns  of  elec- 
tions which  arc  transmitted  to  him  by  the  Judges  of  election, ^  Formerly 
the  county  clerk  originated  the  abstracts  of  returns;  those  currently 
found  in  his  office  are  copies  that  he  is  required  by  law  to  obtain  from 
the  election  commissioners  or  judges  of  election,,  Canvasses  were  also 
originally  make  by  the  clerk  alone,  but  now  the  clerk,  with  the  Justices 
of  the  peace,  audits  votes  by  election  precincts.  Returns  of  the  elec- 
tion of  school  trustees,  elected  in  townships,  are  made  to  the  county 
clerk  who  furnishes  the  county  superintendent  of  schools  the  names  of 
the  trustees  and  their  respective  townships,^ 

The  bonds  of  a  number  of  officials  are  required  to  be  transmitted 
to  the  clerk.  He  keeps  a  book  in  which  is  entered  a  minute  of  all  offi- 
cial bonds  filed  in  his  office,^  The  Justices'  of  the  peace  and  con- 
stables' oaths,  bonds,  and  securities  are  approved  by  the  clerk  and 
entered  in  a  separate  book  in  accordance  with  statutory  requirement. 
This  book  shows  the  date  on  which  each  Justice  of  the  peace  and  constable 
was  sworn  into  office,  together  with  the  date  of  commission  by  the  Govern- 
or, Resignations  in  these  offices  are  made  to  the  county  clerk  who  makes 
entry  in  the  same  record  book,''' 

In  addition  to  the  records  thus  far  mentioned  as  belonging  to  the 
county  clerk's  office  there  are  the  following:  record  of  licenses  to 
peddlers,  taverns,  ferries,  etc,,  which  are  issued  by  the  clerk; 8  record 
of  estrays;  registers  of  professionals,  including  physicians,  midwives, 
optometrists,  dentists,  chiropodists,  artd  veterinarians; 9  list  of  county 


1,  L.1927,  p.  202. 

2.  L,1903,  p.  138;  L.1915,  p.  256. 

3.  L,1915,  p.  256. 

4,  L,1819.  p.  25,206;  L,1821,  p,  77;  L.1825,  p,  54,55;  R.L.1829,  p,  59, 
60;  L.1845,  p.  41,42;  L. 1871-72,  p,  580;  L.1885,  p.  142;  L.1891, 

p,  107;  L,1911.  p.  310;  L,1928,  p.  53;  L.1929.  p.  421, 
^'     Ilil§89,  p.  522;  L,1909,  p,  542, 

6.  R,S,1845,  p,  136,395;  L.1861,  p.  237,238;  R, 5.1874,  p,  325;  L,1895, 
p.  185. 

7.  L.1895.  p.  185, 

8,  L.1819,  p.  79;  R.L.1827.  p,  320;  R.L,1835,  p,  439;  R.L,1857,  p.  175. 

9,  L,18l9.  p.  206,207;  R.L,1827,  p.  190,191;  L.1877,  p,  209;  3j.1881, 

p.  79;  L,1899,  p,  273,275,280;  L.1917,  p.  588;  L.1923.  p.  436;  1^.1927, 
p.  600;  L.1935,  p.  990. 
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officers;  list  of  town  officers  which  is  furnished  annually  by  the  town 
clerkjl  record  of  notaries  pul3lic;2  and  hook  of  state  civil  service 
rules. 2 

In  Stephenson  County  neither  the  record  of  the  notaries  public  nor 
the  book  of  state  civil  service  rules  appear  among  the  records  of  the 
county  clerk's  office.  The  register  of  medical  practitioners  and  mid- 
wives  is  necessary  before  practice  is  allowed  in  the  county.  The  vet- 
erinarian's license  may  be  recorded  either  in  the  county  clerk's  or 
recorder's  office.  Referring  to  his  list  of  town  officers,  the  covmty 
clerk  reports  annually  to  the  state  department  of  public  health  the  names 
and  post  office  addresses  of  the  supervisor,  town  assessor,  and  town  clerk 
of  each  of  the  townships  of  Stephenson  County.  These  reports  show  the 
term  expiration  dates  and  any  vacancies  that  may  exist  or  occur. ^ 

There  are  many  other  statutory  provisions  for  the  archives  of  the 
county  clerk's  office.  Besides  the  reports  and  papers,  already  narrated, 
which  the  clerk  is  required  to  issue,  file,  or  preserve,  he  is  also 
charged  with  the  care  and  custody  of  all  other  books  and  papers  pertaining 
to  his  office.  To  assist  in  the  use  of  the  same,  the  county  clerk  is  re- 
quired to  keep  alphabetical  indexes  of  all  records  and  papers  in  his  office.' 


Taxation 
(See  also  entries  67,  190-200,  212) 

Lists  of  Taxable  Property,  Levies 

22.  DOCKET  CITIES  AJTO  TOWNS,  1876—.  4  v.  (A-D). 
Docket  of  amounts  wanted,  showing  name  of  township  aJid  number  of  school 
district,  date,  land,  lots,  personal  property,  and  railroad  valuations, 
values  as  equalized  by  state  board,  total  valuation,  and  total  tax.  Arr. 
alph.  by  name  of  twp.  No  index,  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs,  295  p.  18  x  12  x  2. 
V,  A,  B,  1876-1911,  CO.  clk,'s  vlt,,  bsmt.;  v,  C,  D,  1912—,  co,  clk.'s 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 


1.  L.1861,  p.  226;  R.S.1874.  p.  1065. 

2.  L. 1871-72,  p,  574;  R.S,1874.  p.  721;  L,1875,  p,  88, 

3.  L.1905.  p.  113;  L.1911,  p.  222, 

4.  L,1923,  p.  480. 

5.  R, 5,1845,  r-  136,395;  L.1861,  p.  237;  R.S.1874,  p.  321, 
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23.  ASSESSORS'  BOOKS,  1858  —  .   1,680  v.  Prior  records  cannot  "be 
located. 

Lists  of  taxable  real  estate  and  personal  property  of  the  following 
eighteen  townships:  Buckeye,  Dakota,  Erin,  Florence,  Freeport,  Harlem, 
Jefferson,  Kent,  Lancaster,  Loran,  Oneco,  Ridott,  Rock  Grove,  Rock  Run, 
Silver  Creek,  Waddams,  West  Point,  and  Winslow,  showing  o^vner's  name, 
description  of  property,  number  of  acres,  date  of  assessment,  full  and 
assessed  valuation,  amount  as  revised  and  corrected  by  supervisor  of 
assessments,  amount  fixed  by  board  of  review,  total  amount  assessed, 
tabular  statement,  and  grand  summary.  All  townships  have  80  volumes 
each  except  Froeport  which  has  320  volumes.  Arr.  by  sec,  twp.,  and 
range  for  real  estate;  alph.  by  najne  of  owner  for  personal  property. 
No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr,  hdgs.   200  p.  17  x  17  x  1.   1,554  v.,  1858- 
1930,  CO.  elk. 's  vlt.,  bsmt.;  126  v.,  1931 — ,  co.  treas.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

24.  TELEPHONE  AND  TELEGRAPH,  1919—.   4  v.  (D-G). 

Lists  of  telephone  and  telegraph  tax  levies,  showing  value  of  poles  and 
equipment,  total  assessed  value,  tax  spread,  and  total  tax.  Arr.  alph. 
by  name  cf  twp.  No  index.  Hdw,  under  pr.  hdgs.   121  p.  17  x  14^  x  1, 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

For  original  schedules,  see  entry  67. 

25.  RAILROAD  BOOK,  1876 31  v.  (29  not  lettered,  1876-1911; 

D,  E,  1908--). 

Lists  of  taxable  railroad  property,  showing  description  and  location, 
value  fixed  by  railroad,  value  fixed  by  assessor,  total  cash  value  of  all 
property,  total  assessed  value  of  all  property,  and  value  fixed  by  board 
of  review,  Arr,  alph,  by  name  of  railroad.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr, 
hdgs,   150  p,  -  200  p.  17  x  14  X  1  -  16  X  13  X  1-|.   29  v.,  1876-1911,  co. 
clk,»s  vlt,,  bsmt.;  v.  D,  1908-25,  co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl.;  v.  t,    1926 — , 
treas.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

For  original  schedules,  see  entry  67. 

26.  LAND  AND  PERSONAL  ROAD  TAX  LIST,  1905-13,   717  v.  Discontinued, 
Copies  of  road  tax  lists,  showing  name  of  property  owner,  legal  des- 
cription and  location  of  real  property,  and  amount  of  tax;  also  showing 
value  of  personal  property  and  tax,  total  tax,  and  number  of  days  if 
paid  in  labor.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  twp.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr, 
hdgs,   25  p.  9  x  4  X  |-.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt,,  bsmt. 

For  original  lists,  see  entry  212, 

27.  ABSTRACT  OF  ASSESSMENT  OF  TAXES,  1892--.   2  v.  (1  not  labeled,  l). 
Abstracts  of  tax  assessments,  showing  name  of  to\7nship,  value  of  improved 
and  unimproved  property,  and  date.  Arr.  alph,  by  name  of  twp.  No  index. 
Hdw,  under  pr.  hdgs,   150  p,  18  x  18  x  1?.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

For  original  abstracts,  see  entry  67. 

28.  ASSESSMENT  AND  STATEMENT  OF  TAXES,  1888—.   3  v. 

Statements  of  assessments  and  taxes,  showing  names  of  township  and  town, 
number  of  acres  of  improved  and  unimproved  property,  assessed  value, 
years  assessed,  and  total  assessed  value.  Arr,  alph.  by  name  of  twp.  No 
index,  Hdw,  under  pr.  hdgs,  250  p.  18  x  16  x  2.  Co,  elk, 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
For  original  statements,  1867 — ,  see  entry  67. 
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29.  (SPECIAL  ASSESSMENT  ROLLS),  1840—.  In  (County  Clerk's  Mis- 
cellaneous File),  entry  67. 

Lists  of  taxatle  property  upon  vrhich  special  assessments  have  teen 
levied  for  local  improvements,  showing  name  of  owier,  descripticn  of 
property,  and  amount  and  purpose  of  special  assessment. 

Collections,  Abatement 

30.  TAX  COLLECTIONS,  1880-81.  1  v.  Prior  and  subsequent  records 
cannot  be  located. 

Accotmt  books  of  tax  collections,  showing  name  of  county  collector,  date 
tax  received,  against  whom  assessed,  tax  spread,  amo\int  of  back  tax, 
legal  description  of  property,  and  total  amount  of  taxes.  Arr.  alph, 
by  name  of  twp.  Ko  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  215  p.  16  x  ll|^  x  1. 
Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 

31.  COLLECTORS'  BOOKS,  1855—.  1722  v.  Prior  records  cannot  be 
located. 

Record  of  collections  on  taxable  property  in  Rock  Grove,  Winslcw,  Erin, 
Loran,  West  Point,  Silver  Creek,  Rid^tt,  Kent,  Rock  Run,  Oneco,  Lancaster, 
Buckeye,  Harlem,  Waddams,  Florence,  Jefferson,  Freeport,  and  Dakota 
Townships,  showing  descriptive  lists  of  lands,  lots,  and  personal  proper- 
ty, name  of  township,  in  whose  name  assessed,  number  of  acres,  assessed 
value,  amounts  fixed  by  coujity  board  of  review  and  state  board  of  equali- 
zation, tax  spread,  total  amount  of  tax  due,  amounts  collected,  including 
interest  on  first  and  second  installments,  dates,  and  by  whom  paid.  One 
volume  per  year  for  each  township,  except  for  Freeport  Township  which  has 
four  volumes  per  year.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  twp.  No  index.  Hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.   82  p.  17  x  16^  x  7.   1596  v.,  1855-1931,  co.  clk.'s  vlt,, 
bsmt.;  126  v.,  1932 — ,  treas.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

32.  TRANSCRIPT  OF  DELINQUENT  TAXES,  1839—.   Ill  v.  (109  not 
numbered,  1,  2).  Title  varies:  Transcript  of  Abatement. 

Transcript  of  lists  of  delinquent  taxes,  errors,  abatements,  and  insol- 
vencies, sho\7ing  description  and  location  of  lands,  town  lots  and  blocks 
upon  which  taxes  remain  due  and  unpaid,  names  of  owners,  total  amount 
of  tax,  and  dates  of  assessment.  Also  contains  Delinquent  and  Railroad 
Taxes,  1839-66,  1871 — ,  entry  200.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  owner.  No 
index.  1839-59,  hdw.;  I860—,  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   1839-59,  binding 
and  paper  very  poor.   113  p.  16  x  11^  x  1.  110  v.,  1839-1934,  co, 
clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt.;  1  v,,  1935 — ,  treas.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Judgment,  Sale,  Redemption 

33.  TAX  JUDGlOaro  RECORD  (Tax  Judgment,  Sale,  Redemption,  and  For- 
feiture Record),  1849—.  18  v.  (12  not  lettered,  B-G). 

Petitions  of  county  collector  to  sell  lands  for  delinquent  taxes,  show- 
ing name  of  oxmer,    legal  description  of  property,  tax  spread,  amount  of 
tax  due,  interest  and  costs,  total  tax  and  costs,  amount  of  judgment, 
amount  of  subsequent  taxes  paid,  date  and  amount  of  sale,  and  by  whom 
redeemed.  Arr,  by  sec,  twp.,  and  range.  No  index.  Hdw,  under  pr. 
hdgs,   332  p.  -  640  p.  16  x  12  x  2  -  18  x  12|  x  3.  V.  B-G,  1849-92,  co. 
clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt,;  12  v,  not  lettered,  1893 — ,  co.  clk.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 
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Plats 

34.   SCHOOL  DISTRICT  PLATS,  I860—,   1  v,   1848-59  in  (County 
Clerk's  Fiisoellaneous  File),  entry  67, 
Plats  of  school  districts  used  for  taxation  purposes,  showing  section, 
range,  and  school  district  numbers,  and  date  of  changes  made,  A.Tc  by 
district  no.  No  index,  Hdw,  on  pr.  fm,  and  hand-dra;vn,   180  p, 
10  X  12  X  2,  Co,  elk, 's  vlt,,  1st  fl. 


Vital  Statistics 

Births   (See  also  entries 
63-65,  201) 

35,  (BIRTH  CERTIFICATES),  1878—,   In  (Countj'-  Clerk's  Mscellaneous 
File),  entry  67, 

Original  birth  certificates  showing  certificate  number,  sex,  color,  date 
of  birth,  names,  address,  and  occupation  of  parents,  and  signature  of 
attending  physician  or  accoucheur, 

36,  INDEX  TO  BIRTHS,  1919—,   4  v,  (H-K),   1878-1918  in  General 
Index,  entry  93, 

Index  to  birth  certificates,  showing  names  of  child  and  parents,  and 
certificate  and  file  numbers,  Arr,  alph,  by  surname  of  child,  Hdw,  on 
pr.  fm.  360  p.  18  x  12-|- x  2-^,  Co,  elk.  »s  vlt,,  1st  fl, 

37,  REGISTER  OF  BIRTIiS  (Record),  1878-1918,   9  v,  (A-l).   Discon- 
tinued, 

Copies  of  birth  certificates,  showing  place  of  birth,  number  of  registra- 
tion and  primary  registration  districts,  certificate  number,  sex,  color, 
date  of  birth,  names,  address  and  occupation  of  parents,  and  record  of 
certificate  of  attending  physician  or  midwife,  Arr,  chron.   Indexed 
alph,  by  name  of  child,  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm,   598  p,  18  x  12-|-  x  3,   Co, 
elk, »s  Tit,,  1st  fl. 

Deaths   (See  also  entries 
63-65,  201) 

38,  (DEATH  CERTIFICATES),  1878—,   In  (County  Clerk's  I.'iisoellaneous 
File),  entry  67. 

Original  death  and  stillbirth  certificates  shov/ing  certificate  number, 
name  of  deceased,  sex,  color,  marital  status,  dates  of  birth  and  death, 
age,  occupation,  places  of  birth  and  burial,  name  and  address  of  under- 
taker, and  signature  of  physician. 

39,  INDEX  TO  DEATHS,  1919—,   3  v.  (G-l).   1878-1918  in  General 
Index,  entry  93. 

Index  to  deaths,  shovriLng  name  of  deceased,  number  of  certificate,  and 
date  of  death.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  deceased.  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs, 
340  p,  18  X  12-|- X  2,   Co.  elk. 's  vlt,,  1st  fl. 
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Registers 

40,  REGISTER  OF  DEATHS  (Record),  1878-1918,   6  v.  (A-F), 
Discontinued, 

Copies  of  death  certificates,  shov/ing  register  number,  name  of  deceased, 
sex,  color,  marital  status,  dates  of  birth  and  death,  age,  occupation, 
places  of  death  and  burial,  name  and  address  of  undertaker,  and  physician's 
certification  os  to  cause  of  death;  also  includes  copies  of  stillbirth 
certificates,  Arr,  chron.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  deceased,  Hdw,  on 
pr,  fm,  640  p,  18  x  12-o- x  3,   Co,  elk,  «s  vlt, ,  1st  fl, 

Lfcirriages 

41,  APPLICATI01>IS  FOR  CARRIAGE  LICEHSE,  1876—,   51  v,  (1-51), 
Copies  of  applications  for  marriage  licenses,  showing  number  and  date 
of  application,  name  of  applicant,  address,  age,  marital  status,  con- 
sent of  parents  or  guardians,  and  affidavits  of  applicants,  Arr,  chron. 
Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  male,  Hdw.  on  pr,  fm,   300  p.  17-1"  x  12  x  1-|-, 
V,  1-50,  1876-1935,  co,  elk,  »s  vlt.,  bsmt. ;  v.  51,  1936—,  co.  cllc,»s 
off.,  1st  fl, 

42,  (MRRIAGE  LICEIISES),  184-0—,   In  (County  Clerk's  l«Jiscellaneous 
File),  entry  67, 

Returned  marriage  licenses  showing  names,  ages,  and  residences  of  bride 
and  groom,  license  number,  and  dates  of  license  and  marriage, 

43,  REGISTER  OF  IvlARRIAGES  (and  Record),  1837—.   14  v,  (A-D,  D-M), 
Register  and  record  of  marriage  licenses,  showing  names  of  male  and  fe- 
male, residence,  license  number,  dates  of  license  and  marriage,  and 
certification.   In  1909  the  register  form  was  changed  to  a  record  form 
consisting  of  exact  copies  of  marriage  licenses,  Arr.  chron.   Indexed 
alph,  bynames  of  applicants,   1837-60,  hdw,;  1861-1909,  hdw,  under 

pr,  hdgs,;  1910—,  hdw,  on  pr,  fm,  V,  A,  B,  binding  very  poor,  writing 
faded,   638  p.  18  x  12-|- x  3,   Co,  elk.  »s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 


Licenses  and  Registers 


Register  of  Officers 


44,  REGISTER  OF  OFFICERS,  1861—,  4  v,  (2  not  numbered,  1861—; 
2  not  numbered,  1884-1907),   Title  varies:  Index  to  County 
Officers. 

Register  of  county  officers,  showing  name  of  officer,  residence,  office 
held,  date  of  election,  qualifications,  names  of  sureties,  amount  and 
date  of  bond,  and  date  of  expiration  of  commission.  The  two  volumes 
bearing  the  title  variant  are  erroneously  labeled;  they  are  not  indexes. 
Arr,  chron.  No  index.  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs,   121  p,  -  250  p,  12-|-  x  8  x  -|- 
16  X  12  X  2.   2  v.,  1861—,  co.  elk, 's  vlt,,  1st  f  1, ;  2  v.,  1884-1907, 
CO.  elk. 's  vlt.,  bsmt. 

45.  REGISTER  OF  NOTARIES,  1935—.   1  v,  (B), 

Register  of  notaries,  shovd-ng  names  and  addresses,  and  dates  of  commis- 
sion and  expiration,  Arr,  chron.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  notary,  Hdw. 
under  pr,  hdgs.   175  p,  17  x  12-3- x  l-^-.   Go,  elk. 's  private  off.,  1st  fl. 
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Re.'zristers 


Professional  Licenses  and 
Registers 

46,  REGISTER  OF  HIYSICIANS  AND  ACCOUCHEURS,  1887—.   1  v.  (A). 
Register  of  physicians  and  accoucheurs,  showing  name,  date  registered, 
name  and  address  of  school  of  practice,  age  and  nativity,  years  of 
practice,  dates  of  certificate  or  diploma  and  state  license,  and 

date  of  filingj  also  contains  register  of  certificates  of  dentists, 
chiropodists,  and  osteopaths.  Arr.  alph.  hy  name  of  principal.  No  index, 
Hdw.  under  pr,  hdgs,   200  p,  18  x  12  x  1.   Co,  elk. «s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

47,  fflYSICIANS  CERTIFICATE  RECORD,  1877—,   2  v,  (A,  B), 

Copies  of  certificates  of  physicians,  showing  numher  and  date  of  certi- 
ficate, name  and  age  of  physician,  name  and  address  of  medical  college  of 
graduation,  signatures  of  members  of  state  board  of  health,  and  date  of 
filing,  Arr,  cliron.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  physician,  Hdv/.  on  pr,  fm, 
238  p,  18  X  12-a- X  1,   Co,  elk.  »3  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

48,  VETERINARY  LICEITSE  RECORD,  1900—.   1  v.  (l). 

Copies  of  veterinary  licenses,  showing  number  of  license,  name  and  ad- 
dress of  veterinary,  whether  license  given  on  diploma  or  on  renewal,  school 
of  practice,  date  of  license,  signatures  of  members  of  state  board,  and 
date  recorded,  Arr,  chron.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  veterinary,  Hdw, 
on  pr.  fm,   300  p,  18  x  12  x  1-|-,  Co,  elk,  »s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

49,  RECORD  OF  OPTOMETRY,  1916—.   1  v.  (l). 

Copies  of  certificates  of  optometrists,  showing  number,  dates  of  issue  and 
expiration  of  certificate,  name  of  optometrist,  signatures  of  president 
and  secretary  of  state  board  of  optometry,  and  date  of  filing,  Arr,  chron. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  optometrist,  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm.  240.  p,  18  x  12-o-  x  1-|-. 
Co,  elk, «s  vlt,,  1st  fl, 

50,  REGISTER  CERTIFICATE  OF  NURSES,  1909—,   1  v,  (l) .  No  prior 
records. 

Copies  of  certificates  of  nurses,  showing  certificate  number,  name  of 
nurse,  date  of  examination,  signatures  of  director  of  registration  and 
education,  and  secretary  of  board,  and  date  of  filing,  Arr,  chron. 
Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  nurse,  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm,   134  p,  18  x  12  x  1, 
Co,  elk.  »s  vlt,,  1st  fl, 

51,  ARCHITECT  RECORD,  1897-1911,   1  v.   Now  kept  by  department  of 
education  and  registration,  Springfield,  Illinois. 

Register  of  architects'  licenses  recorded  by  county  clerk,  showing  name 
and  address  of  architect,  date  of  license,  record  book  and  page  of  copy 
of  license,  and  date  cancelled;  also  showing  date  of  new  license,  and  record 
book  and  page  of  new  license,  Arr,  chron.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  archi- 
tect, Hdw.  under  pr,  hdgs,   340  p,  18  x  12  x  2,   Co,  elk. »s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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52,  ARCHITECTS  LICEIISE  RECORD,  1897-1911»   1  v.   Now  kept  "by 
department  of  education  and  registration,  Springfield,  Illinois. 

Transcripts  of  architects'  licenses  recorded  by  county  clerk,  shovdng  nun^ 
ber  of  license,  name  and  address  of  architects,  date  license  issued  by 
state  board  of  examiners,  amount  of  fee,  and  dates  of  filing  and  recorda- 
tion, Arr,  chron.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  architect,  Hdw,  on  pr.  fm, 
340  p,  18  X  12  X  2,   Co,  elk. «s  vlt, ,  1st  fl. 

IJilitia  Roll   (See  also  entry  83) 

53,  LULITIA  ROLL  RECORD,  1861-62,   1  v.   Discontinued. 

Militia  roll  shovdng  name,  address,  age,  occupation  and  raiik  of  soldiers. 
Arr,  chron,   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  soldier.  Hdw.  on  pr,  fm,   500  p. 
16  X  12  X  2-|-.   Co,  elk.  »s  vlt,,  bsmt, 

Es trays,  Ilarlcs,  and 

Brands   (See  also  entry  67) 

54,  ESTRAY  RECORD,  1839--.   3  v.   Last  entry  1915, 

Record  of  estrayed  animals,  showing  name  of  party  taking  up  estray, 
description  of  animal,  date  of  impounding,  name  of  justice  of  peace  and 
affidavit  of  appraiser,  amount  appraised  and  costs,  and  date  of  posting 
of  notice.  Arr,  chron,   1839-66,  hdw, ;  1867-1915,  hdw.  on  pr,  fm, 
1839-66,  binding  and  paper  poor,  writing  faded,   131  p.  -  478  p. 
8x7  X  -|-  -  16  X  12  X  2,   Co.  elk,  ts  vlt,,  bsmt, 

55,  CATTLE  BRANDS,  1837-89,   2  v.   Discontinued, 

Record  of  cattle  brands,  shovang  description  of  brand  and  animal,  name 
of  owner,  and  date  of  registration,  Arr,  chron.  No  index,  Hdw,  on 
pr,  fm,   100  p.  12  X  8  X  -g,      Co,  elk, »s  vlt,,  bsmt. 

Dog  Licenses   (See  also  entries 
191,  208) 

56,  RECORD  DOG  LICENSE,  1921--,   409  v,   Prior  records  cannot  be 
located. 

Duplicate  copies  of  dog  licenses,  shovdng  number  and  date  of  license,  name 
of  ov/ner,  breed  and  sex  of  dog,  and  amount  of  fee.   Arr,  chron.   No' index, 
PIdv;-.  on  pr.  fm,   25  p,  8  x  3  x  -g-,   370  v, ,  1921-35,  co.  elk. 's  vlt,,  bsmt,; 
39  v.,  1936—,  treas.»s  off.,  1st  fl. 

Elections 
(See  also  entry  67) 

Election  of  County  Officers 

57,  ELECTION  JUDGES  BOOK,  1904,   1  v.   Discontinued, 

Record  of  election  returns,  shoiv-ing  number  of  unused  ballots  returned 
from  elections,  and  date  of  return,  names  of  judges  of  elections,  and 
precinct  number,  Arr,  chron.  No  index,  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm,  40  p, 
5-g-  X  9x3-,   Co,  elk, 's  vlt,,  1st  flo 
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Fees,  Receipts,  and  Expenditures 

58,  ILLINOIS  REGISTER  OF  VOTERS,  1932—.   122  v. 

Register  of  voters,  shovdng  name  and  address  of  voter,  age,  sex,  pre- 
cinct, vrard,  and  date  of  registration,  Arr,  alph.  by  name  of  voter. 
No  index,  Hdv/,  on  pr,  fm,  25  p,  13  x  6  x  -g-,   Co.  elk, 's  vlt,,  bsmt. 

59,  POLL  BOOKS,  1918—,  442  v.   Prior  records  cannot  be  located. 
Poll  book' and  tally  lists  shovdng  names,  addresses,  precinct  and  vrard 
of  voters,  and  record  of  votes  cast  at  elections  for  candidates  of  each 
party,  Arr,  alph,  by  name  of  voter.  No  index,  Hdv/,  under  pr,  hdgs. 
25  p,  17  X  14  X  -o,   Co,  elk,  ^s  vlt,,  bsmt. 

Bonds  of  Officers 
(See  also  entries  152,  212,  236) 

60,  INDEX  TO  BONDS  (Docket  and  Record  of  Examination  Official  Bonds), 
1908—,   4  V,  (5-8),   Prior  records  cannot  be  located. 

Register  of  official  bonds,  sho^iring  name  and  title  of  principal  and 
sureties,  amount  of  bond,  dates  filed  and  approved,  term  of  court  ex- 
amined, and  orders  of  court.  Title  erroneous.  Also  contains  Toivnship 
Treasurers'  and  Collectors'  Bond  Record,  1919—,  entry  61,  Arr,  chron. 
No  index.  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs,   600  p,  18  x  13  x  3,   Co.  elk. »s  vlt,, 
1st  fl, 

61,  TOVWSHIP  TREASURERS*  AW   COLLECTORS'  BOND  RECORD,  1889-1918. 
3  V,  (C,  D,  D),   1919—  in  Index  to  Bonds,  entry  60. 

Register  of  bonds  for  toivnship  treasurers  and  collectors,  showing  names 
of  principal  and  sureties,  conditions  and  amount  of  bond,  and  date  of 
filing,  Arr,  chron.  No  index.  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs,  296  p,  18  x  12  x  Ig-, 
Co,  elk. 's  vlt.,  bsmt, 

62,  ASSESSORS  BOND  RECORD,  1920—,   1  v,  (2),   Prior  records  cannot 
be  located. 

Record  of  toimship  assessors'  bonds,  showing  name  of  assessor,  sureties, 
and  township,  date  and  amount  of  bond,  and  date  of  expiration,  Arr,  chron. 
Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  assessor,  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs,   300  p, 
18  X  13  X  2.   Co,  elk.  »s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 


Fees,  Receipts,  and  Expenditures 

63,   RECEIPTS  AIJD   EXPENDITURES,  1918—,   2  v,  (e,  F),*  Prior  records 
cannot  be  located. 
Register  of  fees  received  by  county  clerk,  shovdjig  notary  fees,  marriage 
and  miscellaneous  license  fees,  and  birth  and  death  certificate  fees;  also 
shoT.dng  itemized  list  of  county  claims  and  office  expenses  paid,  Arr,  chron. 
No  index,  Hdw.  under  pr,  hdgs.  480  p,  17  x  15  x  2,   Co,  elk. 's  vlt,, 
1st  fl. 
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64,  COUNTY  CLERK'S  ACCOUNT  "tTITH  REGISTRAR  OF  BIRTHS  Al^ID  DEATHS, 
1878~-,   3  V,  (2  not  niimbored,  1). 

County  clerk's  accovmt  vri.th  registrars  of  births  and  deaths,  showing  names 
of  physicians,  county  clork,  registrars  and  tovmships,  number  of  districts 
and  primary  districts,  number  of  births,  stillbirths  and  deaths  reported, 
dates  of  report  and  of  filing  by  registrars,  and  amount  of  fees  to  be  paid 
to  each  registrar.  Arr,  chron.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  registrar, 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm,   300  p.  18  x  12  x  l^i,      2   v.  not  numbered,  1078-1918,  co. 
elk.  »s  vlt.,  bsmt,;  t.  1,  1919—,  co,  ell:.  »s  vlt. ,  1st  fl. 

For  treasTJiror's  register  of  foes  on  births  and  deaths,  see  entry  201, 

65,  COroiTY  CLERICS  ACCOUin:  IHTH  PHYSICIANS,  1902-3.   1  v. 
Discontinued, 

County  clerk's  account  -vvith  physicians  for  reports  of  births  and  deaths, 
shOTVing  name  and  address  of  physician,  dates  reports  receiTcd  and  certified, 
number  of  births  and  deaths  reported,  and  total  amount  of  fees  paid, 
Arr,  chron.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  physician.  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm,  438  p, 
16-|- X  ll-g- X  2.   Co,  elk,  »s  vlt,,  bsmt. 

For  other  records  of  birth  and  death  roport  foes,  see  entry  64, 

66,  COUNTY  CLERlv'S  REPORT  TO  AUDITOR,  1888—.   2  v,  (A,  B), 
Reports  of  correct  and  audited  statements  of  taxes  reported  to  state 
auditor,  for  state  and  school  purposes,  showing  date  of  report,  class 
of  property,  county,  township,  and  legal  description  of  property,  Arr. 
chron.  No  index,  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs.  Binding  poor,   158  p,  18  x  11  x  1. 
Co,  elk, »s  vlt,,  bsmt. 


Miscellaneous 

67.   (COUITTY  CLERK'S  MISCELLANEOUS  FILE),  1840—,   746  f,b. 
(734  not  numbered;  1840—;  B1-B12,  1900-1914). 
Mscellaneous  documents  kept  by  county  clerk  including  (County  Commis- 
s.ioners'  and  Supervisors'  Minutes),  entry  1;  (Cancelled  County  Orders), 
entry  9;  (Reports  to  Commissioners'  Court  and  to  County  Board),  entry 
19;  (Special" Assessment  Rolls),  entry  29;  (Birth  Certificates),  1878—, 
entry  35;  (Death  Certificates),  1878—,  entry  38;  (l.Iarriage  Licenses), 
entry  42;  and  (County  Court  P&pers),  entry  97;  also  abstract  of  votes, 
estray  papers,  highway  claims,  tax  redemptions;  abstracts  of  taxes, 
1858—;  statements  of  assessments  and  taxes,  1867—;  naturalization 
papers,  1876-1906;  lists  of  taxable  lands;  railroad  schedules  of  value, 
1855—;  telegraph  and  telephone  schedules  of  value,  1886—;  bonds  of 
administrators,  guardians,  and  conservators;  and  applications  for 
mothers'  pension.  Also  contains  School  District  Plats,  1848-59,  entry 
34,  and  (Probate  Documents),  1840-1905,  entry  117,  Arr.  chron.  For 
index,  see  entry  93;  for  sep,  index  to  county  court  papers,  1928—, 
see  entry  98;  for  sep,  index  to  death  certificates,  1919—,  see  entry  39j 
for  sep,  index  to  birth  certificates,  1919—,  see  entry  36;  for  s^p,  in- 
dex to  minutes  of  supervisors'  meetings  and  reports  to  county  board,  see 
entry  3,   IQI  x  5  x  13-g,   652  f.b.,  1840-1900,  co,  elk,  «s  vlt.,  1st  f  1. ; 
94  f.b.,  1901—,  CO.  elk,  «s  off.,  1st  fl. 


••  52  •• 

(Next  entry  68,  p.  53) 


IV,  RECORDER 


The  recorder  in  Stephenson  County  TiB.s  originally  elected  by  the  voters 
Ox  the  county.   Twelve  years  after  the  formation  of  the  county  the  clerk 
of  the  circuit  court  became  ex-officio  recorder  of  deeds. ^  This  ex-officio 
arrangement  is  continued  under  the  Constitution  of  1870  for  counties  of  less 
than  60,000  of  population.   In  Stephenson,  this  status  of  the  office  has 
persisted  since  1849, 

Before  entering  upon  his  ox-offioio  duties  as  recorder,  the  circuit 
clerk  is  required  to  provide  a  bond  of  $10,000  and  to  subscribe  to  his  oath 
of  office.  Both  the  written  oath  and  bond  are  filed  vdth  the  secretary  of 
state,  A  copy  of  the  bond  is  entered  upon  the  records  of  the  covinty  court. 
Assistants  and  deputies  arc  appointed  by  the  recorder  in  such  nvunbcr  as  de- 
termined by  rule  of  the  circuit  court  and  as  entered  upon  the  court  record. 
The  compensation  of  the  assistants  and  deputies,  is  set  by  the  county  board 
of  supervisors.  The  written  oaths  of  the  deputies  are  in  like  manner  filed 
■with  the  secretary  of  state. 

In  Stephenson  County  the  recorder  is  required  to  keep  the  following 
records: 

1,  An  entry  book  in  \viiich  data  relating  to  date  and  order  of 
receipt  of  instruments  to  be  recorded  or  filed,  and  the 
names  of  parties  and  location  of  property  with  a  brief 
description  of  the  premises  are  entered.  Each  of  such  in- 
struments is  nimibered  by  the  recorder  with  the  correspond- 
ing number  of  the  entry.  This  book  serves  as  a  table  of 
contents,  with  descriptive  memoranda,  for  all  instruments 
recorded  at  length  or  filed  in  the  recorder's  office, 

2,  Well-bound  books  for  recording  at  length  any  instrument  in 
writing  entitled  to  be  recorded,  in  the  order  of  time  of  its 
reception.  Separate  books  are  allovired  to  be  kept  for  the 
recording  of  different  classes  of  instruments,  and  two  dis- 
tinct series  of  document  numbers  may  be  used  for  recording 
documents.   One  series  preceded  by  the  letter  "B"  may  be 

used  for  recording  bills  of  sales  of  personal  property,  chattel 
mortgages,  releases,  extensions  and  assignments  thereof.   The 
other  series  of  document  numbers  is  for  all  other  instruments 
received  for  recordation. 

3,  Grantors*  and  grantees'  indexes.   In  the  grantors'  index  are 


1.  L,  1835,  p.  166.   The  recorder  ivas  elected  for  a  tvro-year  term  until  1845 
wKeiTThe  term  was  extended  to  four  years.   L.  1845,  p.  28. 

2.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  19;  L. 1849,  p.  63-66. 

3.  L.1845,  p.  28. 

4.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art,  V,  sec,  19;  L.1849,  p.  63-66. 
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recorded  the  name  of  the  grantor  in  alphabetical  order  and 
the  name  of  the  grantee.  The  grantees'  index  shows  the 
name  of  the  grantee  in  alphabetical  order  and  the  name  of 
the  grantor.  Each  index  also  shovj-s  the  date  of  the  instru- 
ment, time  of  receipt,  kind  of  instrument,  consideration, 
book  and  page  in  which  it  is  recorded  or  the  number  under 
■which  it  is  filed,  and  a  brief  description  of  the  premises. 

4.  Indexes  to  each  book  of  record  in  -vdiich  are  entered,  in 
alphabetical  order,  the  narae  of  each  grantor  and  grantee  and 
book  and  page  in  vjhich  the  instrument  is  recorded.  This 
series  indexes  instruments  such  as  recorded  by  corporations, 
povrers  of  attorney,  chattel  mortgages,  etc, 

5.  An   index  to  recorded  maps  and  plats,  based  on  location  of 
property.  Sometimes  arranged  by  section,  township,  range,  etc, 

6.  An  abstract  book,  in  effect  indexing  records  by  showing  for 
each  tract  every  convByance  or  incumbrance  recorded,  its 
execution  and  filing  date,  and  the  book  and  page  of  its  re»- 
cordation.  Series  optional  with  county  board, 

7.  A  separate  book  to  record  certificates  of  honorable  military, 
aviation,  and  naval  discharges. 

The  recorder,  in  recording  at  length  any  inetrument  in  writing,  is  per- 
mitted to  make  a  handwritten  or  typewritten  transcription  of  the  same,  or  he 
may  make  photographic  or  photostatic  reproduction,  or  he  may  use  a  combina- 
tion of  these  methods  of  recordation,^  In  addition  to  the  instruments  re- 
ceived for  recordation,  the  recorder  is  required,  upon  receipt,  to  file  any 
instrument  upon  -wdiich  is  indorsed  the  words  this  instrument  to  be  filed, 
but  not  recorded,"  Such  instruments  include  any  mortgage,  trust  deed,  or 
conveyance  of  personal  property  having  the  effect  of  a  mortgage  or  lien 
upon  such  property.   The  recorder  marks  such  instrument  "filed"  and  enters 
the  time  of  receipt  and  files  the  same  in  his  office. 

Entry  Books 

68,      EITTRY  BOOK,    1845—,      57  v.    (A-Z,    27-57), 
Recordation  of   land  entries,    showing  number  of  instrument,   date  of  entry, 
names   of  grantor  and  grantee,    legal  description  of  property,  amount  of  con- 
sideration, date   of  filing,   and  notation  of  release,     Arr,    chron.      Indexed 
alph.  by  names   of  grantor  and  grantee,      1845-52,  hdw. ;    1853--,  hdw,    on 
pr,   fm,     Y,  A,    1849,    in  poor  condition,      640  p,    18  x  12  x  3,     V,  A-Z, 
27-45,    1845-1920,    cir.    elk.  «s   vlt,,   bsmt. ;   v,   46-57,    1921—,    cir,    elk,  »s 
off,,    1st  fl.  , 


1,  L.1819,    p.    18,20,21;  R.L.1829,    p.    116,117;    L.1847»   p,    69;   L.1853,    p,   254; 
L.1867,    p.    148;    L.1869,    p.    2;    L. 1871-72,   p,    645,646;    L.1875,   p,    144; 
R.S.1874,    p,    834-37;    L.1917,    p.    652;    L.1925,    p.    521;    L.  1933-54,    Third 
Sp,   Sess.,    p.    214. 

2,  L. 195 3-54,    Third  Sp.   Sess.,    p.    214, 

3,  L.1927,   p.    521;    L.1929,    p.    592-94;    L. 1933-34,    Third  Sp.   Sess.,   p.    860. 
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Recorded 


69.   EI^TRY  OF  COITVEYANCES,  1868-73.   1  v.   Discontinued. 
List  of  entries  of  land  conveyances,  showing  namos  of  grantor  and  grantee, 
date  and  number  of  entry,  legal  description  of  property,  number  of  acres, 
and  amount  of  consideration  for  which  conveyed,  Arr.  chron.  No  index, 
Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs.  Binding  poor,  600  p,  18  x  12-2  x  2^.  Cir.  elk.  's 
vlt.  ,  -bsmt. 

For  prior  and  subsequent  records  of  land  entries,  see  entry  68, 


Instruments  Recorded 
General 

70,  GMERAL' INDEX  GRAl'ITOR  AND  GRAInITEE,  1843—.   66  v,  (A-Z,  A-G, 
grantor;  A-Z,  A-G,  grantee). 

Index  to  recorded  deeds  and  mortgages,  shovdJig  names  of  grantor  and  grantee, 
or  mortgagor  and  mortgagee,  date,  number,  and  kind  of  deed  or  mortgage, 
amount  paid,  legal  description  of  property,  where  recorded,  and  da to  of 
filing.  Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  grantor  and  grantee.   1843-51,  hdw.; 
1852—,  hdw,  under  pr.  hdgs,   622  p,  18  x  12-|  x  3,   Cir,  elk.  »s  off.,  1st  fl. 

71,  DEED  RECORDS,  1837—.   152  v.  (A-Z,  27-104,  106-117,  119-121, 
123-131,  133-136,  138-143,  145,  146,  148-156,  158-160). 

Recordation  of  all  types  of  deeds  and  mortgages,  shoiving  names  of  grantor 
and  grantee  or  mortgagor  and  mortgagee,  number  of  instrument,  dates  of  fil- 
ing and  recording,  amount  of  consideration,  legal  description  of  property, 
affidavits,  and  signature  and  seal  of  circuit  clerk.  Also  contains  Trust 
Deed  Record,  1837-1917,  entry  73;  Quit  Claim  Deed  Record,  1837-1925,  entry 
74;  Master ts  Deed  Record,  1837-1933,  entry  76;  Mortgage  Record,  1837-45, 
ontry  77;  Release  Record,  1837-45,  entry  78;  and  Chattel  Mortgages,  1837-45, 
entry  79,  Arr,  chron,  1837-42,  indexed  alph,  by  names  of  grantor  and 
grantee;  for  sep.  index,  1843—,  see  entry  70,   1837-57,  hdw.;  1858-1926, 
hd\7.  on  pr.  fm. ;  1927—,  typed,  640  p,  18  x  12-|- x  3,  Cir,  elk.  »s  vlt., 
1st  f 1. 

72,  MRGINAL  INDEX,  GRANTOR  AND  GRAl\fTEE,  1907—.   3  v.  (A,  B,  B),  No 
prior  marginal  release  index. 

Index  to  marginal  releases  entered  in  margin  of  deed  record,  showing  date 
of  cancellation,  and  book  and  page  of  entry,  Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  grantor 
and  grantee,  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm,   640  p,  18  x  13  x  3.   Cir.  elk. *s  off.,  1st  fl. 

Deeds 

73,  TRUST  DEED  RECORD,  1918—.   5  v.  (105,  118,  122,  132,  137), 
1837-1917  in  Deed  Records,  entry  71. 

Recordation  of  trust  deeds,  showing  names  of  grantor,  grantee  or  trustee, 
and  second  successor  in  trust,  number  of  deed,  dates  of  recording  and  fil- 
ing, amount  of  consideration,  legal  description  of  property,  affidavits, 
release  record,  and  signatures  of  vrLtnesses  and  circuit  clerk.  Arr.  chron. 
For  index,  see  entry  70.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm,   640  p.  18  x  12-|-  x  13.   Cir. 
clk.«s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 
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Recorded 

74.  QUIT  CLAIM  DEED  RECORD,  1926—.   1  v.  (144),   1837-1925  In  Deed 
Records,  entry  71, 

Recordation  of  quitclaim  deeds,  showing  names  of  grantor  and  grantee,  number 
of  deed,  dates  of  recording  and  filing,  amount  of  consideration,  legal 
description  of  property,  affidavits,  release  record,  signatures  of  mtnesses, 
and  signature  and  seal  of  circuit  clerk,  Arr,  chron.  For  index,  see  entry 
70.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   640  p,  18  x  12-|- x  3,   Cir,  elk,  »s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

75.  DEED  RECORD,  C.  M,  AND  ST,  P,,  1927—,   1  v.  (147). 
Prior  records  not  located. 

Recordation  of  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  and  St,  Ifeul  Railroad  deeds,  shovn.ng  names 
of  grantor  and  grantee,  dates  of  filing  and  recording,  consideration,  legal 
description  of  property,  affidavits,  and  signature  and  seal  of  circuit  clerk. 
Arr.  chron.  For  index,  see  entry  70,  Typed,  640  p.  18  x  12i  x  3,   Cir, 
elk, »s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

76.  MASTER'S  DEED  RECORD,  1934—,   1  v,  (157),   1837-1933  in  Deed  Record 
entry  71, 

Recordation  of  masters*  deeds,  shelving  names  of  master  in  chancery, ' plain- 
tiff and  defendant,  dates  of  decree  and  sale,  amount  of  highest  bid,  legal 
description  of  property,  signature  of  master  in  chancery,  affidavits,  date 
of  recording,  and  signature  and  seal  of  circuit  clerk,  Arr.  chron.  For 
index,  see  entry  70.  Hdw.  on  pr,  fm.  640  p.  18  x   12-|-  x  3.  Cir,  elk.  's 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Mortgages  -  Real  Estate 

77.  MORTGAGE  RECORD,  1846—.   140  v,  (A-Z,  26-139),   1837-45  in  Deed 
Records,  entry  71, 

Recordation  of  real  estate  mortgages,  showing  names  of  mortgagor  and 
mortgagee,  date  of  instrument,  mortgage  number,  date  filed,  amount  of  mort- 
gage, description  of  property,  affidavits,  date  recorded,  signatures  of 
parties  to  instrument,  and  seal  of  circuit  clork.  Also  contains  Release 
Record,  1846-67,  entry  78,  and  Chattel  Mortgages,  1846-56,  entry  79, 
Arr.  chron,   1846-73,  indexed  alph,  by  names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee; 
for  Sep,  index,  1874 — ,  see  entry  70.  Hdw,  on  pr.  fm,   640  p.  18  x  13  x  3. 
Cir,  elk, »s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

78.  RELEASE  RECORD,  1868—,   10  v.  (A-E,  D,  F-I),   1837-45  in  Deed 
Records,  entry  71;  1846-67  in  Mortgage  Record,  entry  77. 

Recordation  of  mortgage  releases,  showing  names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee, 
consideration  for  which  released,  date  of  recordation  of  deed,  record  page 
number,  number  of  mortgage,  description  of  property,  and  date  of  release. 
Arr.  chron,  1868-73,  indexed  alph,  by  names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee; 
for  sep,  index,  1874—,  see  entry  70.  Hd\T,  on  pr,  fm,   640  p.  18  x  13-g  x  3. 
Cir,  elk, »s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 
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Recorded 


Mortgagos  "•  Chattel 

79,  CHATTEL  MORTGAGES,  1857—.  41  v,  (A-T,  V-Z,  A-J,  L,  0,  D,  E, 
1857—;  64,  69,  1885-92),  1837-45  in  Deed  Records,  entry  71; 
1846-56  in  Mortgage  Record,  entry  77, 

Recordation  of  chattel  mortgages  and  chattel  mortgage  extensions,  shoiving 
names  of  mortgagor,  mortgagee,  and  agent,  date  and  number  of  instrument, 
amoxmt  of  mortgage,  description  of  goods,  affidavits  of  vatncsses,  date  of 
recordation,  and  seal  of  circuit  clerk,  Arr.  chron.   1857-73,  indexed  alph. 
by  names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee;  for  sep.  index,  1874--,  see  entry  70. 
Hdw,  on  pr,  fm,   640  p.  18  x  12-|-  x  3.   V.  A-H,  0,  E,  64,  69,  1857-1916, 
cir,  elk, »s  vlt.,  bsmt, ;  t.  A,  C,  D,  I-T,  V-Z,  1916-35,  cir.  elk. »s  off., 
1st  fl, ;  V,  B,  D-J,  L,  1928—,  cir,  elk,  »s  vlt,,  1st  fl, 

80,  CHATTEL  MORTGAGES,  1933—.   12  f.h. 

File  of  unrsoorded  and  uncalled  for  chattel  mortgages,  sho-vving  description 
of  property  posted  for  collateral,  names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee,  date 
of  filing,  and  mortgage  number.  Arr.  by  mortgage  number.  No  index, 
lOg- X  5  X  14,   Cir,  elk.  »s  off.,  1st  fl. 

Certificates  of  Levy  (See 
also  entry  151) 

81,  CERTIFICATE  OF  lEVY  AND  SALE,  1847-88.   5  v.  (A-E).   Discontinued, 
Recordation  of  sheriffs*  certificates  of  levy  and  sale,  shovjlng  name  of  pur- 
chaser, date  and  amount  of  sale,  name  of  defendant  to  judgment,  execution 
niimber,  and  date,  Arr,  chron.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  defendant,   1847-69, 
hdw.;  1870-88,  hdv/.  on  pr,  fm,   431  p.  M-g- x  9-|- x  1^,      Cir.  elk.  »s  vlt,, 

1st  fl, 

82,  SHERIFF'S  AlID  MASTER'S  CERTIFICATE  OF  SALE  RECORD,  1859--.   3  v. 
(C-E), 

Recordation  of  sheriffs'  and  masters'  certificates  of  sales,  shovdng  number 
of  certificate,  names  of  complainant  and  defendant,  sheriff  or  master,  legal 
description  of  property,  amount  and  date  of  sale,  and  date  recorded.  Arr. 
chron.   Indexed  alph,  by  names  of  complainant  and  defendant.  Hd\7,  430  p. 
18  X  12:|- X  2i-.   Cir,  elk. 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Other  Instruments 

83,  SOLDIERS'  DISCHARGE  RECORD,  1864—.   2  v.  (A,  1864-55;  1,  1920—). 
Copies  of  soldiers'  discharges,  showing  name,  rank,  date  of  enlistment, 
date  of  discliarge,  occupation,  name  of  commanding  officer,  and  oath  of 
indemnity.  Arr.  chron.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  soldier,  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm, 
570  p,  18f- X  13  X  3.   V.  A,  cir,  elk, 's  vlt.,  bsmt. ;  v.  1,  cir,  elk. »s 
off.,  1st  fl. 

84,  STALLION  REGISTER,  1910-18.   2  v.   Discontinued. 

Copies  of  certificates  of  pedigree  issued  by  state  board  of  agriculture  and 
stallion  registration  board,  shovri.ng  stallion's  registration  and  certificate 
numbers,  name,  color,  and  breed  of  stallion,  name  and  address  of  ovmer,  and 
name  of  examining  veterinarian,  Arr,  alph,  by  name  of  o;vner.  No  index. 
HdiT.  on  pr,  fm,  280  p,  18  x  12-|- x  li-,      Cir.  elk,  »s  vlt.,  bsmt. 
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Heoorder  -  Maps  and  Plats  (85-92) 

85,  REGISTER  OF  NAMES  OF  lANDS,  1916—.   1  v.   Last  entry  1917, 
Register  of  farm  names,  showing  name  and  address  of  ovmer,  name  of  farm 
•with  legal  description;  also  shelving  cancellation,  date  and  release  of 
all  rights  by  ovmer,  Arr.  alph,  by  name  of  land  avmer.     No  index,  Hdw, 
under  pr,  hdgs.   320  p.  17  x  15  x  1-|-,   Gir,  die's  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

86,  DEDICATION  OF  RIGHT  OF  WAY,  1921—,  2  v,  1879-1920  in  Miscel- 
laneous Record  (Circuit  Court  Proceedings),  entry  152, 

Recordation  of  land  grants  to  State  of  Illinois  for  public  road  purposes, 
showing  number  of  tract,  location  by  township,  section,  and  range,  name  of 
grantor,  route  number,  amount  of  consideration,  date  filed,  legal  descrip- 
tion of  property,  and  number  of  acres,  Arr,  by  sec,  twp. ,  and  range.  No 
index.  Typed  on  pr,  fm.   1050  p,  15  x  11  x  7,   Cir,  elk. »s  off.,  1st  fl, 

87,  CERTIFICATES  OF  LAITO  PATQITS,  1843-55,   1  bdl.   Discontinued, 
Certificates  of  land  patents,  shovjliag  nxjmber  of  certificate  and  date,  to 
whom  issued,  location  and  legal  description  of  land,  number  of  acres,  and 
signatures  of  President  of  the  l&iited  States  and  general  land  recorder, 
Arr,  chron.  No  index,   10  x  4-i- x  2,   Cir,  elk. 's  vlt,,  bsmt. 

88,  LAND  BOOK  STEHiENSON  COTOJTY,  1843-76,   1  v.  Discontinued, 

List  of  county  lands  sold  by  State  of  Illinois,  showing  name  of  purchaser, 
description  of  lands  by  section,  township,  and  range,  number  and  date  of 
entry,  with  affidavit  of  state  auditor  to  list,  Arr,  by  sec,  twp,,  and 
range.  No  index,  Hdw.  200  p,  17i- x  11  x  1,  Cir.  elk,  »s  off.,  1st  fl, 

89,  CERTIFICATES  OF  INCORPORATION,  1887—,   1  bdl. 

Certificates  of  incorporation  issued  by  secretary  of  state,  shovdng  names 
of  company  and  members  of  firm,  object  for  which  formed,  capital  stock, 
amount  of  each  share,  number  of  shares,  location,  and  date,  Arr,  by  certifi- 
cate no.  No  index,   10  x  4^- x  2,   Cir,  elk.  *s  vlt.,  bsmt. 

90,  CERTIFICATES  OF  PLATS,  PLAT  BOOK  A,  1869-89.   1  v.   Discontinued. 
Statements  of  correctness  of  plats  in  Plat  Book  A,  as  sworn  to  by  county 
surveyors  and  deputies,  and  certified  by  recorder.  Arr.  chron.  No  index, 
Typod,   260  p,  lli- x  9  x  1-|-,   Cir,  elk,  «s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Ivlaps  and  Plats 

91,  PLAT  BOOK,  1843—,   6  v,   (1  not  lettered,  A-E), 

Physical  maps  of  county,  shovn.ng  subdivisions,  additions  to  towns  and 
villages,  roads,  tovmships,  range  and  sections,  with  legal  description  of 
lands,  and  dates  of  survey  and  filing.   Unlettered  volume,  1843-69,  shows 
original  survey  and  plats  of  city  of  Freeport  and  other  towns,  also  plat 
of  extinct  village  of  Yelloiv  Creek,   Original  drawings  and  reproductions 
by  county  surveyor,  Arr,  by  sec,  tivp, ,  and  range,   1843-1922,  hand-drawn; 
1923—,  hand-dravm  and  blue  print.   100  p.  24-g- x  20|- x  2,   Cir,  elk.  »s 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 

92,  IiroEX  TO  PLATS,  1843—.   2  v. 

Index  to  plats  and  tracts,  showing  names  of  owner  and  to\vnship,  numbers  of 
range  and  section,  and  book  and  page  number  in  plat  record,  Arr,  by  sec, 
twp,,  and  range,  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs.  Binding  and  paper  poor,  writing 
faded.   130  p,  14  x  9  x  >f,   Cir,  elk.  »s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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V,  COIWTY  COURT 


The  county  court  in  Stephenson  County  serves  as  the  judicial  branch  of 
coxinty  government.   This  court  is  administered  by  the  county  judge  iftSio  is 
elected  for  a  four-year  term  by  the  county  electorate.  Before  entering 
upon  tho  duties  of  his  office,  the  county  judge  is  required  to  take  and 
subscribe  to  an  oath  vi/hich  he  files  with  the  secretary  of  state.  The 
compensation  of  the  Stephenson  covmty  judge  was  originally  set  at  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  diem  for  holding  court,  which  was  paid  quar- 
terly out  of  the  county  treasury,-^  Today,  the  judge  in  this  county  re- 
ceives a  salary  of  $3,240  per  annum.   The  court  hears  and  determines 
matters  in  which  it  has  original  or  concurrent  jurisdiction,  including 
appeals  from  the  justices  of  the  peace  and  police  magistrates,"^ 

The  powers  of  the  judiciary  in  Stephenson  County  originally  were  ad- 
ministered only  by  the  justices  of  the  peace,  police  magistrates,  the  pro- 
bate justice,  and  the  circuit  court  during  the  first  tvrelve  years  of  the 
county*s  history.  Then,  a  civil  and  criminal  court  vdth  jurisdiction  co- 
extensive vnLth  the  county  lines,  was  established  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution  of  1848  and  legislation  of  1849,^  The  court  created  was 
the  county  covurt.  The  county  judge,  elected  by  the  people  of  the  county 
and  commissioned  by  the  Governor,  has  continued  to  administer  this  branch 
of  county  govexTiment  from  1849  to  the  present. 

The  county  court  as  established  in  1849,  was  vested  vri. th  the  same 
civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  as  tho  justices  of  the  peace.  The  coun- 
ty judge  was  made  conservator  of  the  peace  for  the  county.  He  was  given 
the  same  power  and  authority  as  the  circuit  court  in  preserving  order  in 
the  court  and  punishing  contempts  offered  the  court  while  in  session. 
Suits  for  sale  of  delinquent  lands  for  taxes  of  1848,  and  prior  years, 
could  be  brought  and  presented  in  either  the  circuit  or  county  court. 
But  for  taxes  of  subsequent  years  the  county  court  was  given  exclusive 
original  jurisdiction." 

In  addition  to  its  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  the  court  was 
vested  v/ith  all  the  po^vers  and  jurisdiction  in  probate  matters  which 
were  vested  prior  to  this  date  in  the  court  of  the  probate  justice.   In 


1.  L.1849,  p,  62,63,   The  judge's  four-year  term  of  office  has  remained 
effective  from  the  organization  of  the  court  to  the  present,  R.S,1874, 
p.  539|  L.1933,  p,  451. 

2.  L.192  5,  p.  398;  L.1935,  p,  616. 

3.  R. 3 .1874,  p.  339;  L.1881,  p,  70. 

4.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art,  V,  sec.  18;  L.1849,  p.  62. 

5.  L.1849,  p.  65;  L.1859,  p,  99;  R.S.1874,  p.  339;  L. 1955,  p,  451, 

6.  L.1849,  p,  12  7, 


-  59  - 
County  Court  (Next  ontry  93,  p,  64) 

its  probate  fxmctiDn,  the  court  ■was  given  concurront  jurisdiction  vdth. 
the  circuit  court.  In  Stephenson  County,  the  county  judge  has  served 
to  the  present  in  his  ex-officio  capacity  as  judge  of  the  probate  court. 

The  law  jiurisdiction  of  the  county  court  in  Stephenson  Coimty  from 
1874  to  the  present  is  concurrent  mth  that  of  the  circuit  court  in  that 
class  of  cases  t  first,  -ivherein  the  justices  of  the  peace  have  jurisdic- 
tion where  the  value  of  the  amount  in  controversy  does  not  exceed  one 
thousand  dollars;   second,  in  all  cases  of  appeals  from  justices  of  the 
peace  and  police  magistrates;  third,  in  all  criminal  offenses  and  mis- 
demeanors where  the  punishment  is  not  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  or 
death.   The  county  court  also  has  original  jurisdiction  in  matters  re- 
lating to  indigent  mothers,  and  jurisdiction  over  the  persons  of  insane 
persons  not  charged  with  crime.  The  authority  for  appointment  of  conser- 
vators for  the  estate  of  insane  persons  is  vested  in  the  probate  court. 

The  county  and  circuit  courts  in  this  county  have  original  jurisdic- 
tion in  juvenile  coxu't  matters.  This  jurisdiction  is  over  matters  dealing 
with  dependent,  neglected  and  delinquent  children.  The  authority  includes 
provision  for  the  treatment,  control,  maintenance,  adoption  and  guardianship 
of  such  children,^ 

In  this  class  of  cases  the  juvenile  probation  officer  functions  as  an 
assistant  of  the  county  court  in  the  administration  of  justice.   Provision 
was  first  made  for  a  probation  officer  tmder  the  laws  of  1899,  The  legis- 
lation of  this  year  provided  for  the  appointment  of  probation  officers  by 
the  court  to  serve  without  compensation  from  the  public  treasury  and  at  the 
pleasiure  of  the  court.  In  1907  this  provision  was  changed  and  the  probation 
officer  was  compensated  at  a  rate  fixed  by  the  court  not  in  excess  of  the 
statutory  limitation.   If  more  than  one  juvenile  probation  officer  is  ap- 
pointed, one  is  designated  the  chief  probation  officer,  who  is  to  have  one 
year's  active  experience  in  social  welfare  work. 

The  officer  under  consideration  makes  investigation  on  order  of  the 
court  and  takes  charge  of  the  child  before  and  after  the  trial.  He  is  re- 
quired to  be  present  at  the  court  hearings  in  order  that  he  may  represent 


1.  L. 1849,  p.  65;  L,1859,  p,  99, 

2.  liider  the  lavrs   of  1872,  the  j\arisdiction  was  in  cases  not  exceeding 
$500;  L,  1871-72,  p.  325,  The  revised  lav/s  of  1874,  and  subsequent 
legislation  extended  the  jurisdiction  to  cases  v;herein  the  amoxmt 
involved  was  not  over  $1000;  R.S.1874,  p.  339.  An  amendment  to  the 
act  of  1874  -ivas  passed  on  ffey  8^  1933,  which  extended  the  jurisdiction 
to  $2000  and  the  amendment  of  the  same  session  passed  June  21,  1933 
placed  the  jiu:isdiction  in  cases  where  the  amount  unvolved  is  not  over 
11000.   L.1933,  p.  449,452. 

3.  R.S.1874,  p.  339;  L. 1877,  p.  77;  L.1933,  p.  448, 

4.  L.1913,  p.  127;  L.1915,  p.  243;  L.1921,  p.  164;  L. 1934,  p.  256, 

5.  L.1895,  p.  140, 

6.  L. 1899,  p,  131;  L.1901,  p,  141;  L. 1905,  p.  152;  L.1907,  p.  70; 
L.1925,  p,  187. 
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the  Interests  of  the  child.  This  officer  also  furnishes  information  and 
assistance  as  required  ty  the  court. 

Upon  petition  filed  with  the  clerk  of  the  court  for  the  removal  of  a 
neglected  or  dependent  child  from  the  custody  of  its  parent(s)  or  guardian, 
process  is  issued  for  appearance.  The  said  sumnons  may  be  served  by  the 
sheriff  or  the  duly  appointed  probation  officer. 

At  any  time  after  the  filing  of  petition,  and  pending  final  disposition, 
the  court  may  allow  the  child  to  remain  in  the  possession  of  its  custodian, 
in  its  home  subject  to  the  visitation  of  the  probation  officer,  or  in  custody 
of  -the  probation  officer.   If,  upon  hearing  the  case,  the  court  finds  the 
child  to  be  dependent  or  neglected  the  court  may  commit  the  child  to  an 
association  or  institution,  or  allow  the  cliild  to  remain  in  his  home  subject 
to  the  visitation  of  the  probation  officer. ^  In  a  similar  fashion,  tha 
probation  officer  for  adults,  an  appointee  of  the  circuit  court,  assists  the 
county  court  in  the  administration  of  justice  am.ong  the  adult  violators. 

In  cases  of  delinquency,  if  the  court  finds  any  child  to  be  delinquent, 
the  court  may  commit  the  child  to  an  institution  or  to  the  custody  of  the 
probation  officer.  The  court  may  also,  upon  its  discretion,  send  juvenile 
offenders  and  vagrants  to  the  state  reform  school  rather  than  to  the  county 
jail.   Appeals  may  be  taken  in  any  of  these  classes  of  juvenile  cases  to 
the  circuit  court. 

For  juvenile  court  records,  see  entry  94, 

Another  probation  officer,  also  an  appointee  of  the  county  court,  assists 
the  court  in  mothers*  pension  cases.   The  state  and  county  funds  for' indi- 
gent mothers  and  their  children  are  administered  by  the  county  court,  its 
appointed  probation  officer  or  officers,  the  county  board  of  supervisors  with 
the  assistance  of  the  county  clerk,  the  county  treasurer,  and  the  state  de- 
partment of  public  welfare.  The  county  court,  however,  is  givon  original 
jurisdiction  in  these  matters,^ 

A  mother  v4iose  husband  is  dead  or  incapacitated,  or  v;ho  is  abandoned 
by  her  husband,  is  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  mothers'  pension  fund. 
Such  mother  may  file  an  application  for  relief  with  the  county  court.  The 
cases  of  the  applicant  is  then  investigated  by  the  probation  officer  under 
the  direction  of  the  court. 


1.  L.1907,  p,  74;  L. 1911,  p.  126;  L.1925,  p,  181, 

2.  L. 1899,  p.  133;  L. 1901,  p.  141;  L.1905,  p.  152;  L.1907,  p.  75,74| 
L.1911,  p.  126;  L.1925,  p.  187. 

3.  L.1899,  p.  134;  L. 1901,  p.  141;  L.1905,  p.  153;  L.1907,  p.  75; 
L.1925,  p.  187. 

4.  L.1899,  p.  131;  L.1901,  p,  141;  L.1923,  p,  180, 

5.  L.1915,  p.  127;  L.1915,  p.  243;  L.1921,  p.  164;  L.1935,  p.  256. 
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A  report  and  rocommcndation  indicating  the  approval  or  disappro-ral  of 
such  application  is  mado  by  this  officer  to  the  court.   If  the  application 
is  approved  the  probation  officer  or  other  person  nay  file  with  the  clerk 
of  tho  court  a  written  petition,  verified  by  affidavit,  setting  forth  the 
facts  giving  the  court  jurisdiction  and  other  facts  upon  which  an  order 
for  relief  may  be  entered.  Upon  receipt  of  the  petition  a  summons  is  is- 
sued to  the  mother  and  the  county  board  of  supervisors  for  appearance. 
At  the  hearing  the  court  may  order  the  covinty  board  to  pay  monthly  such 
money  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  care  of  the  mother  and  her  child  or 
children  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  law. 

To  carry  out  this  procedure  the  county  court  appoints  the  probation 
officer  who  serves  during  the  pleasure  of  the  court  and  is  compensated 
for  his  services  by  the  county  board.  As  noted  above,  this  officer  investi- 
gates all  applications  for  relief  and  makes  a  i"jritten  report  to  the  coxirt. 
In  addition  to  this  duty,  the  probation  officer  makes  quarterly  visits  to, 
and  supervises  under  direction  of  the  court,  the  families  to  -w^ich  such 
assistance  has  been  granted.   The   rate  of  compensation  is  set  by  the  county 
board  of  supervisors. 

The  county  board  of  supervisors  annually  levies  a  tax  on  all  taxable 
property  to  provide  for  the  mothers'  pension  fund.   The  levy  is  made  not  in 
excess  of  two-thirds  of  one  mill  on  a  dollar  in  Stephenson  County.   Also, 
the  General  Assembly  from  time  to  time  appropriates  funds  to  the  state  de- 
partment of  public  welfare,  v/hich  funds  are  distributed  to  the  several 
counties  as  a  part  of  the  pension  fund.  To  become  entitled  to  the  state 
appropriation  the  county  must  meet  the  standards  of  administration  set  by 
the  state  agency.   The  county  treasurer  certifies  to  the  state  department 
an  itemized  statement,  attested  by  the  county  clerk,  of  the  money  paid  out 
in  accordance  vdth  the  legislative  provisions  for  this  pension,  and  also 
tho  total  assessment  and  levy  for  this  purpose. 

For  applications  for  mothers*  pensions,  see  entry  67;  for  county  court 
record  of  mothers'  pensions  allowed,  see  entry  114, 

Jurisdiction  in  the  election  procedure  is  vested  variously  in  the  coun- 
ty board  of  supervisors,  the  county  court  and  the  county  clerk.  The  Stephen- 
son county  co^irt  performs  an  important  function  in  this  procedure.   In  each 
city,  village,  and  incorporated  town  there  is  a  board  of  election  commission- 
ers composed  of  three  appointees  of  the  county  court  who  serve  alternately 
for  three-year  terms.   The  election  boards  are  charged  with  the  organization 
of  election  districts  and  precincts,  the  appointment  of  judges  and  clerks  of 


1,  L. 1935,  p.  194;  L. 1955,  p.  256, 

2.  L.1919,  p,  780,781;  L.1927,  p.  196,197}  L.1928,  Sp,  Sess.,  p.  3; 
L.1955,  p,  194. 

3,  L.1955,  p.  256. 

4.  L.1B35,  p.  142;  L.1899,  p,  157;  L.1917,  p.  445;  L.1929,  p.  599; 
L.1935,  p,  554;  L. 1955-36,  Fourth  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  33, 
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election,  provision  for  election  'ballots,  and  the  application  of  the  rules 
and  regulations  for  permanent  registration  and  elections.   The  county  court 
has  original  jurisdiction  in  election  contests  for  certain  county,  district, 
and  toTOiship  offices.^ 

The  county  judge,  state's  attorney,  and  county  clerk  make  up  the 
membership  of  the  county  officers  electoral  board  which  hears  objections 
to  nominations  for  any  office  of  the  county,  park  district,  or  other 
division  coterminous  or  less  than  the  county  and  other  than  a-  city,  village, 
incorporated  tovm  or  tovmship.  The  several  nomination  papers  for  county 
offices  are  filed  vdth  the  county  clerk  and  are  considered  valid  unless  ob-  . 
jeotions  are  made  within  five  days  after  the  last  day  for  filing  such  papers.. 

The  objector's  petition  is  filed  vd.th  the  county  clerk  who  presents 
the  same,  together  with  the  certificate  of  nomination  or  the  nomination 
papers,  before  the  electoral  board,'*  The  petition  contains  the  objector's 
name,  residence,  nature  of  objection,  interest  of  objector,  and  the  action 
sought  of  the  board,   A  notice  of  the  heaxing  is  sent  to  the  candidate. 
Upon  hearing  the  objections  the  majority  decision  of  the  board  is  final. 
In  the  e\rent  one  of  the  members  of  the  board  is  a  candidate  to  the  office 
objected  to,  then  the  circuit  judge  is  required  to  fill  the  place  on  the 
board, ^ 

Housing  corporations  may  be  organized  in  Illinois  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  improving  housing  conditions  under  an  act  of  1933,   Such  corpora- 
tions are  subject  to  the  supervision  and  control  of  the  state  housing  board. 
This  state  agency  has  authority,  after  investigations  and  public  hearings, 
to  approve  the  acquisition  of  property  and  construction  of  housing  projects. 
If  the  state  housing  board  approves  a  project  over  the  objections  of  ten 
percent  of  the  property  owners  within  a  mile,  but  not  included  in  the  project, 
it  must  then  file  an  application  with  the  clerk  of  the  county  court  to  the 
county  judge  for  the  confirmation  of  its  approval.  Such  application  is  to 
contain  copies  of  the  findings  and  order  of  the  board,  transcript  of  the 
testimony,  description  of  the  project  and  public  spaces,  statement  of  loca- 
tion, and  reasons  for  approval  by  the  board.  The  objectors  to  the  project 
may  file  objections  to  the  confirimtion  of  such  project.   The  county  judge 
is  then  to  examine  the  application,  objections,  and  any  additional  evidence 
before  rendering  a  decision  of  "approval"  or  "not  approval"  of  the  applica- 
tion,^ 


1. 

L,1885, 

P» 

142;   L.1899,    p,.   157;    L,1917,    p.    445;    L,1929,    p 

L,193;^, 

P» 

534;   L, 1955-36,    Fourth  Sp.   Sess.,    p.    33. 

2, 

L.1895, 

P- 

170. 

3. 

L.1891, 

P» 

110,111;    L.1929,    p.    394. 

4, 

L,1891, 

P- 

Ill;   L.1929,    p.    394;   L.1933,    p.    552, 

5, 

L.1929, 

P« 

394,395, 

6. 

L.1933, 

P» 

552, 

7, 
8. 

L.1933, 
Ibid, 

P» 

396;   L. 1933-34,    Third  Sp,   Sess.,    p.    167, 

399; 
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Appeals  from  ihe  judgments  and  decisions  of  the  county  court  may  be 
taken  to  the  circuit  court.   To  the  appellate  or  supreme  court  may  be 
taken  and  prosecuted  appeals  and  writs  of  error  in  proceedings  for  the  sale 
of  lands  for  taxes  and  special  assessments,  in  all  common  law  and  attach- 
ment cases,  and  cases  of  forcible  detainer  and  forcible  entry  and  detainer. 
Such  appeals  and  vnrits  of  error  are,  •when  not  otherwise  provided,  taken 
and  prosecuted  in  tlie  same  manner  as  appeals  and  writs  of  error  from  the 
circuit  court. 

The  records  of  the  county  court  are  kept  by  the  clerk  of  the  county 
court. 


VI.   CLERIC  OF  THE  COIH-ITY  COURT 


In  Stephenson  County  the  coxmty  clerk  is  ox-officio  clerk  of  the  county 
court.   In  addition  to  the  statutory  records  described  below,  the  clork 
necessarily  maintains  others  in  effecting  the  coiirt's  orders. 

For  the  court,  the  clerk  keeps  the  following  records: 

1,  Books  of  record  of  the  proceedings  and  judgments  of 

the  court,  vdth  alphabetical  indexes  by  names  of  parties. 
Proceedings  are  recorded  at  length  only  in  cases  designated 
by  law,  or  viAien  the  court,  at  the  motion  and  assumption  of 
expenses  by  one  of  the  parties,  so  orders.   In  practice, 
the  court  record  has  been  broken  davm.   from  an  early  date 
into  segregated  types  of  proceedings  and  judgments, 

2,  "Plaintiff -Defendant  Index  to  Court  Records"  and  "Defen- 
dant-Plaintiff Index  to  Court  Records,"  Intended  to  be 
separate  records,  but  frequently  combined  in  a  single 
volume  with  the  tvro  indexes  segregated  in  each  volume, 

3,  A  general  docket,  in  which  all  suits  are  entered  in  the 
order  they  are  commenced, 

4,  A  judgment  and  execution  docket,  containing  a  column  for 
the  entry  of  satisfaction  or  other  disposition.   In  prac- 
tice an  execution  docket  is  frequently  set  up  independent- 

ly. 


1.  R.S.1374,  p.  339;  L.1935,  p.  396. 

2.  R.S.1874,  p.  339;  L.1877,  p.  77;  L.1881,  p.  66, 

3.  The  form  which  such  records  talce  is  generally  determined  by  court 
order,   L.1849,  p,  66;  R.S.1874,  p.  263. 
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5,  Additional  dockets,  designated  as  the  clerk's,  judge's 
and  "bar  docket.  In  practice,  the  bar  docket  has  tended 
to  drop  out  of  use.l 

6,  A  fee  hook,  in  which  costs  and  fees  are  to  he  entered 
under  the  proper  title  of  the  cause.  In  practice  separ- 
ate series  of  volumes  are  maintained  -under  these  titles 
of  causes. 

7,  Transcripts  of  proceedings  in  appeals  fron  justices' 
courts,  dockets  thereof,  £md  transcripts  of  judgment  for 
liens,  etc,  from  justices'  courts. 

8,  Naturalization  records,  including  petitions,  proceedings, 
final  certificates,  etc.  The  county  courts  in  Illinois 
prior  to  1906  met  the  requirements  of  Federal  Statutes 

to  exercise  naturalization  Jvxisdiction.S 
S»  Original  documents  used  in  court  hearings  and  determina- 
tions;, of  particular  importance  in  the  large  number  of 
cases  where  complete  proceedings  are  not  spread  on  court 
record, 3 

10,  Monthly  reports  of  the  warden  of  the  county  jail  contain- 
ing a  list  of  all  prisoners  in  his  custody,  and  showing 
the  causes  of  commitment  and  persons  by  whom  committed,^ 
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93,   GENERAL  INDEX,  1840—.   2  v. 
Index  to  all  proceedings  of  co\anty  and  probate  courts,  showing  names  cf 
parties  in  full,  file  box  number  of  documents,  dates  of  instruments,  and 
type  of  action.  Also  contains  Index  to  Births,  1878-1918,  entry  36, 
and  Index  to  Deaths,  1878-1918,  entry  39,  Arr,  alph.  by  names  of  plain- 
tiff and  defendant.  1840-79,  hdw,  under  pr.  hdgs,;  1880—,  typed,  .  - 
640  p,  18  X  12-|  X  3.  Co,  clk.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 


1,  The  Civil  Practice  Act  of  1933  grants  to  county  courts,  subject  to 
lulos  promulgatod  by  the  supremo  court  and  not  inconsistent  with 
statutory  requirements,  to  make  such  rules  as  they  may  deem  expedient, 
regulating  dockets  and  calendars  of  said  court.  L,1933,  p.  785, 

sec,  2, 

2,  U,S,S,1802.  p.  153;  U.S.R.S.1874,  p.  378. 

3,  R.S.1845,  p.  57,323,324,414,418,419;  L,1865.  p,  79,80;  L. 18 71-72. 

p.  325;  R.S.1874,  p.  262,263,339;  L,1877.  p.  77;  L,1953.  p.  448,451; 
U.S. 5^802.  p,  153-55;  U.S.RcS.1874,  p.  378-80;  U.S,S«1906,  p.  598-607; 
U.S.S,1915,  p,  736-38;  U.S,S,1926.  p.  709,710. 

4,  R.S.1874.  p.  616;  L.1933.  p,  677, 


Clerk  of  the  County  Court  -  (94-100) 

Proceedings  of  Court 

94.  COUNTY  COURT  RECORD  (Proceedings  of  County  and  Probate  Courts), 
1837'—.   96  T,  (A-Z,  1-70). 

Record  of  proceedings  of  coxmty  and  probate  courts;  county  court  records 
beginning  in  1851, '  show  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorneys, 
date,  type  of  case,  and  proceedings  and  orders  of  the  court;  includes  de- 
fault record,  confession  record,  and  dependency  and  delinquency  records. 
(Probate  Court  Records),  entry  117,  show  names  of  estate,  deceased,  at- 
torneys, dates,  proceedings  of  court,  and  court  orders.  Also  contains 
County  Court  Record  Claims  Contested,  1912—,  entry  96;  Recognizance  Cash 
Bail,  1837-1931,  entry  112;  and  Probation  Record,  1837-1932,  entry  113, 
Arr,  chron,   1837-1915,  hdw, ;  1916—,  typed,  640  p.  18  x  12  x  3,   Co.  elk.  «s 
Tit.,  1st  fl. 

95.  INDEX  COm\ITY  COURT  RECORDS,  1837—.   96  v,  (A-Z,  1-70), 
Index  to  county  court  and  probate  records,  showing  names  of  parties  to 
actions,  and  book  and  page  of  entry.  Arr.  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiff  and 
defendant.  Hdv/.  under  pr,  hdgs.   38  p.  17  x  11  x  -g.   Co.  elk,  »s  vlt. ,  1st  fl. 

96.  COUNTY  COURT  RECORD  CIAIMS  CONTESTED,  1887-1911.   2  v.  (2,  5), 
1912—  in  County  Court  Record  (Proceedings  of  County  and  Probate 
Courts),  entry  94. 

Record  of  contested  county  claims,  including  probate  claims  against  es- 
tates, showing  date  and  terms  of  court,  amount  of  claim,  names  of  attor- 
neys, trials  by  court  or  jury,  amount  of  judgment,  and  date  filed,  Arr. 
alph,  by  names  of  principal  parties.  No  index,  Hdw.  on  pr,  fm,  640  p. 
18  X  IS-I  X  3,   Co,  elk.  «s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

97.  (COUNTY  COURT  PAPERS),  1840—.   In  (County  Clerk»s  Miscellaneous 
File),  entry  67. 

Original  documents  of  common  l&w   and  criminal  cases  in  county  court,  in- 
cluding probation  and  dependency  papers,  summonses,  appeals,  and  all 
court  orders. 

98.  INDEX  TO  PEOPLES  AND  OTHER  CASES,  1928—.   1  v. 

Index  to  county  court  oases,  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant, 
and  document  number.  Arr,  alph,  by  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant, 
Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs,  250  p.  17^- x  12-|- x  1-|-,  Co,  elk.  »s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
For  other  index  to  county  court  files,  see  entry  93, 

99.  HIAECIPE  FOR  SUBPOENA,  1874.   1  v.  Discontinued. 

Orders  to  county  clerk  on  issuance  of  subpoena  to  sheriff  for  plaintiff 
and  defendant  in  all  cases  in  county  court,  Arr.  chron.  No  index,  Hdw. 
on  pr,  fm,   125  p,  14  x  9  x  1,  Co.  elk. »s  vlt.,  bsmt. 

100,   PEIAECIFES  FOR  EXECUTION,  1872-93,   1  v.  Discontinued. 
Court  execution  orders  showing  date  and  term  of  court,  names  of  plaintiff 
and  defendant,  order  of  execution,  to  whom  directed,  names  of  attorneys, 
and  date  of  execution,  Arr,  chron.  No  index,  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm»  Binding 
poor,   125  p,  14  X  8^  X  -g-,   Co.  elk,  «s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 


Clerk  of  the  County  Coxort  -  (101-105) 

Dockets 


Dockets 


Coijrt  Dockets 


101,  COUIWY  COURT  DOCKET,  1888—.   5  v,  (1,  A-D).  Title  varies: 
Court  Docket.   Prior  records  cannot  be  located. 

Docket  of  connon  law  and  criminal  cases  in  county  court,  shovong  date 
and  tern  of  court,  action  or  case  nunber,  names  of  attorneys,  plain- 
tiff, and  defendant,  order  of  previous  tern,  and  orders  of  court,  Arr, 
chron.  No  index,  Hdvr,  vmder  pr.  hdgs,  300  p,  18  x  12  x  2,  V,  1,  1888- 
92,  CO.  elk,  »s  Tit,,  bsnt.;  v,  A-D,  1893~,  co,  elk,  »s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

102,  JUDGES*  DOCI{ET,  1872—,   8  v.  (4  not  lettered,  A-D). 

Court  docket  showing  date  and  tern  of  court,  nanes  of  attorneys,  type 

of  action,  and  book  and  page  of  entry,  Arr,  chron.  No  index,  Hdw,  under 

pr.  hdgs.  1872-1923,  binding  poor,  204  p.  -  800  p,  18  x  12  x  1  - 

18  X  12-J- X  4.  4  T.  not  lettered,  lc72-1923,  co,  elk, 's  vlt,,  bsnrt, ;  v.  A-D, 

1924—,  CO.  elk,  »s  off,,  1st  fl, 

103,  JUDGlEin"  AND  EXECUTION  DOCKET,  1935—,   1  v,  (l). 

Docket  of  judgnents  and  executions,  showing  number  and  kind  of  action,  nanes 
of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  date  of  iudgnent  and  execution,  sheriff »s  re- 
turn, satisfaction,  fees  earned  and  received,  date  paid,  and  remarks  of 
court.  Formerly  kept  as  Judgnent  Docket  including  Execution  Docket,  entries 
104,  105.  Also  contains  Sheriff* s  Execution  Docket  (Execution  and  Process 
Docket),  1935—,  entry  184,  Arr,  alph,  by  name  of  person  against  -whom  judg- 
nent is  entered.   Indexed  alph,  by  nanes  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  Hdw. 
on  pr.  fm,  600  p,  18  x  13  x  3.  Co.  elk.  »s  off.,  1st  fl. 

104,  JUDC-IEl^TT  DOCKET,  1872-1934,  1  v,   1935—  in  Judgnent  and  Exe- 
cution Docket,  entry  103. 

Docket  of  judgrents,  shovrijig  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  date  and 
tern  of  court,  date  and  type  of  action,  amount  of  judgment  and  costs,  date 
of  execution,  to  ■whom  delivered,  and  satisfaction.  Also  contains  Execution 
Docket,  1903-34,  entry  105,  and  Sheriff's  Execution  Docket  (Execution  and 
Fi-ocess  Docket),  1881-1934,  entry  184.  Arr.  alph,  by  name  of  person  against 
v;hom  judgment  is  entered.  No  index,  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm,   500  p,  18  x  13  x  2, 
Co,  cllc's  vlt,,  1st  fl, 

105,  EXECUTION  DOCKET,  1873-1902,  1  v,   1905-34  in  Judgment  Docket, 
entry  104;  1935—  in  Judgnent  and  Execution  Docket,  entry  103, 

Docket  of  executions,  shovrLng  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  date  and 
term  of  court,  dates  of  writ  and  return,  date  and  amount  of  judgment,  items 
of  costs,  and  names  of  attorneys,  Arr,  alph,  by  name  of  person  against 
•nhom   judgment  is  entered.  No  index,  Kdv/-.  on  pr,  fm,  414  p,  18  x  13  x  2, 
Co.  elk. »s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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Foe  Books 

106,  niSAHITY  DOCKET,  1893—.   3  v,  (A-C). 

Docket  of  insane  cases,  shov;ing  names  of  insane  person  and  petitioner, 
names  and  affidavits  of  two  witnesses,  and  of  physician,  date  and  place 
of  hearing,  verdict,  names  of  jurors,  and  court  orders,  Arr.  chron. 
Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  insane  person.  Ildw,  on  pr,  fm,   300  p. 
18  x  12-|- X  2,   Co.  elk.  «s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

107,  JUDGES  DOCKET  FEEBLE-MINDED,  1916-25,   1  v,   1872-1915,  1926— 
in  Judges'  Docket  Guardian's  and  Conservators,  entry  139, 

Docket  of  hearings  of  feeble-minded  cases,  shovri-ng  name  of  defendant, 
case  number,  title,  dates  and  proceedings  of  court,  names  of  petitioner, 
examining  physician,  witnesses,  date,  and  orders  of  court.  Arr.  chron. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant,  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   240  p,  18  x  12  x  1, 
Co,  elk. 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Justices '  Dockets 


;   108,   JUSTICE  DOCKET,  1839-1918.   60  v.   Subsequent  dockets  kept  by 

local  justices. 
Docket  of  proceedings  in  justice  of  the  peace  courts,  shelving  names  of 
parties  to  action,  type  of  action,  date  of  hearing,  and  orders  of  jus- 
tice, Arr,  chron.  Wo  index,  Hdw,   8  v, ,  1839-91,  binding  very  poor, 
347  p,  14  X  9^-  X  -g-,   Co,  elk,  *s  vlt,,  bsmt. 


Fee  Books 

109,  FEE  BOOK  COMOW  LAW,  1900—.   1  v,   1882-99  in  Law  and  Criminal 
Fee  Book,  entry  110. 

Itemized  list  of  foes  in  common  law  cases,  showing  names  of  plaintiff 
and  defendant,  date  and  term  of  court,  total  amount  of  fees,  and  date 
reported,  Arr.  chron.   Indexed  alph,  by  names  of  plaintiff  and  defend- 
ant. Hdw.  on  pr,  fm.   584  p.  18  x  13  x  3,   Co.  elk. 's  vlt.,  bsmt. 

110,  LAY/  AND  CRn.IINAL  FEE  BOOK,  1882—.   4  v.  (B,  B,  C,  C). 

Fee  book  for  criminal  and  law  oases,  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and 
defendant,  date  and  term  of  court,  amounts  of  plaintiff's  and  defend- 
ant's costs,  date  reported,  names  of  vd-tnosses,  and  amoimt  of  v/itness 
fees.   Contains  Fee  Book  Coiranon  Lav/,  1882-99,  entry  109.  Arr.  chron. 
Indexed  alph,  by  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  Hdw.  on  pr,  fm, 
580  p.  18  X  12-0- X  3,   Co,  elk. 's  vlt,,  1st  fl, 

111,  FIIIES  AliD  FORFEITURES  RECORD,  1890-1910,   1  v.   Discontinued, 
County  clerk's  account  of  fines  and  forfeitures,  showing  date  and  term 
of  court,  name  of  defendant,  amounts  of  fino  and  forfeiture,  name  of 
officer  charged  with  collection,  amount  collected,  total  receipts  and 
credits,  and  balance  due  county,  Arr.  chron.   Indexed  alph,  by  name 

of  defendant,  Hdw.  on  pr,  fm,  296  p,  18  x  12-i-  x  Iv;-.   Co.  elk, 's  vlt., 
1st  fl. 
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Bonds;   Probation;    Public  Assistance; 
Naturalization 


Bonds 

112,  RECOGWIZAIICE  CASK  RAIL,  1932—,   1  V.  (l).   1837-1931  in  County- 
Court  Record  (Proceedings  of  County  and  Probate  Courts),  entry 
94. 

Copies  of  bail  bonds,  shovdng  date  and  term  of  court,  names  of  plaintiff 
and  defendant,  type  of  crine,  anoxmt  of  bond,  date  approved,  name  of  judge, 
and  date  filed.  Arr,  chron.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  defendant.  Hdw, 
on  pr.  fm.  264  p.  16  x  11^- x  1^-,     Co.  elk.  »s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

Probation 
(See  also  entiy  97) 

113,  PROBATION  RECORD,  1933—.   1  v.  (l),   1837-1932  in  County  Court 
Record  (Proceedings  of  County  and  Probate  Courts),  entry  94, 

nrobation  court  orders  showing  date  and  tern  of  court,  names  of  judge, 
sheriff,  county  clerk,  staters  attorney,  and  probationer,  nature  of  crime, 
amount  of  bond,  names  of  sureties,  and  order  of  court.  Arr.  chron.   Indexed 
alph,  by  name  of  probationer,  Hdvf,  on  pr,  fm,  132  p,  18  x  12-2  x  1,   Co, 
clic.  »s  off,,  1st  fl. 


Public  Assistance 

114,  MOTHERS*  PENSION  RECORD,  1916—.   1  v.  (l).  No  prior  records. 
Record  of  mothers'  pensions  allo^wed,  sho%ving  name  of  applicant,  names 
and  ages  of  dependent  children,  judge's  order,  docket  and  pago  number, 
amount  allowed  monthly,  date,  number,  and  amount  of  v;arrant,  and  to  vdiom 
issued,  Arr.  chron.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  applicant.  Hdw.  on  pr,  fm. 
238  p.  18  X  12-|  X  1,   Co,  cllc, 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

For  original  applications,  see  entry  67, 

Naturalization 
(See  also  entries  67,  176-180) 

115.  NATURALIZATION  RECORD,  1876-1906,   6  v,  (A-D,  C,  D). 

Record  of  naturalization  proceedings  showing  term  of  court,  name  of  alien, 
declaration  of  intention,  petitions,  affidavits  of  -ivitnesses,  oath  of  al- 
legiance, final  certificate,  and  signatures  of  judge  and  county  clerk. 
Arr,  by  declaration  no.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  citizen,  Hdw.  on  pr.  ftn. 
600  p,  18  X  12i- X  |-,   Co.  elk,  »s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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VII.  PEOBATE  COURT 

In  Stephenson  County  a  separate  probate  court  is  not  maintained, 
the  function  of  this  court  "being  delegated  to  the  county  court.   In  this 
ex-officio  capacity,  the  coiinty  court  has  original  jurisdiction  in  all 
matters  of  probate,  the  settlement  of  estates  of  deceased  persons,  the 
appointment  of  guardians  and  conservators  and  settlement  of  their  ac- 
counts, matters  relating  to  apprentices,  proceedings  by  executors  and 
administrators  for  sale  of  real  estate,  and  proceedings  for  the  collec- 
tion of  taxes  and  special  assessments  of  property  in  probate. 1  The 
court  has  power  to  impanel  a  jury  for  the  trial  of  issues  or  matters  of 
fact  in  any  of  these  matters  before  it, 2 

In  1837  the  General  Assembly  provided  for  the  election  of  one  addi- 
tional justice  of  the  peace  for  each  coiinty,  such  justice  to  be  styled 
the  "probate  justice  of  the  peace"  of  his  county.  This  justice,  elected 
by  the  county  electorate,  was  vested  with  judicial  power  over  probate 
matters.  In  all  cases  of  the  exercise  of  such  judicial  power  the  justice 
was  to  report  his  proceedings  to  the  circuit  court,  and,  such  court  ap- 
proving, the  proceedings  were  to  be  considered  as  a  matter  of  record  of 
that  court, 3  This  office  r/as  elective  for  a  four-year  term  until  1845, 
when  the  term  was  reduced  to  two  years, 4  In  1849  probate  jurisdiction 
was  transferred  to  the  newly-created  county  court,  which  court  has  re- 
tained such  jurisdiction  \intil  the  present. ^ 

When  acting  in  matters  of  the  administration  of  estates  of  decedents, 
minors,  and  incompetents,  the  county  court  may,  after  due  notice  to  all 
interested  parties,  appoint  a  referee.  A  party  to  such  proceedings  may 
object  in  writing,  prior  to  the  appointment,  to  such  appointment.  The 
person  appointed,  a  licensed  attorney,  has  authority  to  take  testimony  in 
such  cause  or  proceedings  and  to  report  the  same  in  writing,  together  with 
his  conclusions  of  law  and  fact,  to  the  court.  The  court  may  then  render 
and  enter  a  proper  judgment  order  or  decree  'jipon  such  report.  Either  party 
may  except  to  such  report  and  have  his  exception  heard  and  determined  by 
the  court.  In  which  instance,  the  court  hears,  if  necessary,  further 
evidence  or  refers  the  cause  or  proceedings  back  to  the  referee  with  in- 
structions. The  costs  of  the  services  of  the  referee  are  entered  as  judg- 
ment against  the  unsuccessful  party,  or  the  respective  parties,  upon  final 
hearing.  All  the  testimony  taken  before  the  referee  and  all  the  exhibits 
and  papers  introduced  in  evidence,  and  the  report  of  the  referee,  are  in- 
cluded in  and  form  part  of  the  record  of  the  cause  or  proceedings. ^ 


1.  Constitution  of  1870,  Art,  VI,  sec.  20;  R.S,1874,  p.  339,340;  L,1877, 
p.  80. 

2.  R.S,1845,  p.  339;  L.1953,  p.  459. 

3.  L.1837,  p.  176. 

4.  R.S,1845,  p.  426. 

5.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  16,18;  L.1849,  p,  64,65;  R.S.1874, 
p.  339,340. 

6.  L.1923,  p.  312,313. 
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Aiding  the  court  in  its  jurisdiction  over  the  administration  of  intestate 
estates  and  the  guardianship  of  minors  are  the  public  administrator  and  the 
public  county  guardian.  Each  officer  is  appointed  for  Stephenson  County  quad- 
rennially by  the  Governor  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate.  The  pub- 
lic administrator  and  public  county  gaardiaji  are  required  to  enter  into  bonds 
set  and  approved  by  the  probate  court  in  sums  not  less  than  $5000, ^  Their 
duties  are  performed  under  the  direction  and  orders  of  the  court.  The  records 
that  result  from  their  prescribed  duties  appear  among  the  records  of  the  court 
with  these  of  other  administrators,  executors,  and  guardians. 

When  there  is  no  relative  or  creditor  who  will  administer  an  intestate 
estate,  the  court,  upon  application  of  any  person  interested  in  the  deceased 
estate,  commits  the  administration  to  the  public  administrator, 2  If,  within 
six  months  after  the  administration  is  granted  to  the  public  administrator,  a 
widow,  next  of  kin,  or  creditor  of  the  deceased  appears,  the  court  then  re- 
vokes the  letters  of  administration  to  the  public  administrator  and  grants  the 
same  to  the  person  thus  entitled  to  such  administration.  After  the  debits  of 
an  intestate  estate  are  paid  and  notice  is  published  of  a  remaining  amount  of 
unclaimed  estate,  there  being  no  claims  presented  within  six  months,  this  bal- 
ance is  paid  into  the  coTinty  treasury,  the  coimty  remaining  answerable  for  the 
same  to  any  future  claims, "^ 

As  already  noted,  the  court  has  authority  to  appoint  guardians  of  minors 
of  deceased  persons, ^  In  cases  where  the  minor  is  under  fourteen  years  of  age 
the  crurt  appoints  his  guardian.  When  the  minor  is  over  fourteen,  he  may  nomi- 
nate his  own  guardian  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  court, 5  Under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  court,  the  guardian  has  custody,  nurture  and  tuition  of  his  ward, 
and  the  care  and  management  of  his  estate.  The  court  may  grant  the  guardian- 
ship of  the  estate  to  one  guardian  and  the  custody  and  tuition  of  the  ward  to 
another, 6  Within  sixty  days  after  his  appointment  the  guardian  returns  to  the 
probate  court  a  complete  inventory  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  ward 
in  the  form  prescribed  by  law,"^  At  the  end  of  the  first  year  of  his  appoint- 
ment and  every  three  years  thereafter  he  makes  a  settlement  of  his  accounts. 
When  his  trust  is  completed,  or  upon  the  death  of  the  ward,  the  guardian  makes 
final  settlement  and  delivers  over  to  the  proper  persons  the  property  and  papers 
in  his  custody  as  guardian, 8  Upon  failure  of  a  guardian  appointed  by  the  court 
to  act  within  three  months  in  this  capacity,  the  court  commits  the  guardianship 
of  such  minor  to  the  public  guardian. 9  The  latter' s  records  appear  with  those 
of  other  guardians. 

The  records  of  the  probate  court  are  kept  by  the  clerk  of  the  probate  court. 


1.  L.1825,  p.  70;  R.L.1829.  p.  209;  R.L.1855,  p.  627,628;  R. 5,1845,  p.  548; 
L. 1871-72,  p.  77;  L.1881,  p.  3;  L.1889,  p.  165. 

2.  R.L.1835.  p.  628;  R.S.1845,  p.  548;  L. 1871-72.  p.  77. 

3.  R.S.1845,  p.  549;  L. 1871-72,  p.  77. 

4.  L.1851,  p.  100;  L.1835,  p.  36;  R.S.1845,  p.  265,266;  L. 1873-74,  p.  107; 
L.1919,  p.  582;  L.1931,  p.  618;  L,1937,  p.  660. 

5.  Ibid. 

6.  L. 1871-72,  p.  469;  L,1877,  p.  114, 

7.  L.1919.  p.  582;  L.1933,  p.  644. 

8.  L. 1871-72,  p.  469;  L.1919,  p.  582;  L.1929,  p.  506. 

9.  L.1889,  p.  165. 
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VIII.   CLERK  OF  THE  PROBATE  COURT 


The  protate  justice  of  the  peace,  1837-1849,  performed  the  ministerial 
function  of  the  probate  clerk, -^  From  the  creation  of  the  county  court  in 
Stephenson  County  in  1849  until  the  present  the  county  clerk  has  served  as 
ex-officio  probate  clerk.   Ke  is  required  to  attend  the  sessions  of  the 
court,  issue  all  process,  preserve  all  files  and  pages  thereof,  make,  keep, 
and  preserve  complete  records  of  all  proceedings  and  determinations,  do  and 
perform  all  other  duties  pertaining  to  his  office  as  required  by  law  or  the 
rules  and  orders  of  his  court,  and  enter  as  of  record  all  judgments,  de- 
crees, and  orders  of  the  coi.u;t. 

The  major  records  of  the  probate  court,  which  are  kept  by  the  clerk,  are; 

1,  Journal  of  all  judicial  proceedings  and  determinations 
of  the  judge, 

2,  A  judgment  docket  Trf.th  direct  and  indirect  indexes;  former 
by  name  of  claimant  against  estate,  latter  by  estate.   In 
practice,  the  requirement  of  tvro  indexes  often  leads  to  two 
dockets, 

3,  Books  for  recordation  of  bonds,  letters  of  administration, 
and  appointments  of  executors  and  guardians;  appraisement 
and  sale  bills;  widoviTs'  relinquishment  and  selection  of 
property;  Tdlls  and  the  probate  thereof;  araiual  and  final 
reports  of  administrators,  executors,  and  guardians. 
Generally,  each  category  of  these  probate  business  ircittcrs 
is  recorded  separately,  but  the  segregation  is  not  always 
carefully  maintained, 

4,  Separate  dockets  of  unsettled  estates  and  claims  against 
estates,  and  a  ledger  of  the  accounts  of  executors,  adminis- 
trators, and  guardians.   Note  that  the  dockets  of  probate 
business  matters  are  separated  from  dockets  of  court  proceed- 
ings, just  as  are  the  books  of  recordation  of  the  tiTO  cate- 
gories; the  intention  of  the  law  to  make  this  distinction  is 

further  shown  in  its  granting  the  clerk,  during  vacation  of 
the  court,  povror  to  receive  petitions,  accept  bonds,  grant 

letters  testamentary,  etc, 

5,  Files  of  original  documents  not  subject  to  recordation;  in- 
dexes of  such;  records  of  office  transactions  in  pursuance  of 
the  court's  orders  to  the  clerk  necessary  in  the  latter 's  set- 
tlement with  that  body. 


1.  L.1837,  p.  176;  R.S.1845,  p.  427,428. 

2.  Constitution  of  1848,  Art,  V,  sec,  16,18;  L,1S49,  p.  64,65;  R.S.1874, 
p,  339,340. 

3.  L.1877,  p,  79;  L.1881,  p.  72;  L.1935,  p.  458,459. 

4.  R. L.1837,  p.  429;  R.S.1845,  p,  427,428;  L.1851,  p.  193;  L.1859, 
p.  92-94;  R.S.1374,  p.  260-65;  L.1S77,  p,  63;  L.1933,  p.  293. 
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Clerk  of  the  Protate  (116-119) 

Court  -  Proceedings  of 
Court;  Probate  Business 


Proceedings  of  Court 

116.  (PROBATE  DOCUMEIITS),  1906—.   99  f.b.  (A1-A12,  C1-C18,  1906-26; 
69  not  labeled,  1908—).  1840-1905  in  (County  Clerk's  Miscel- 
laneous File),  entry  67. 

Miscellaneous  probate  papers,  including  bonds,  oaths,  letters,  petitions, 
and  reports  of  administrators,  executors,  guardians,  and  conservators, 
wills,  petition.   for  probate  of  wills,  widows'  awards  and  selections, 
decrees,  estate  appraisals  and  inventories,  and  other  estate  papers.  Arr. 
chron.  For  index,  see  entry  93,  lOi  x  5  x  1S|.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

117.  (PROBATE  COURT  RECORDS),  1837 — .  In  Co\inty  Court  Record  (Pro- 
ceedings of  County  and  Probate  Courts),  entry  94. 

Probate  court  records  including  will  record,  letters  and  reports  of  ad- 
ministrators, executors,  and  guardians,  estate  inventories  and  appraise- 
ments, and  personal  property  and  real  estate  sale  records,  with  names  of 
estate,  deceased,  and  attorneys,  dates,  proceedings  of  court,  and  court 
orders. 

118.  COUNTY  COURT  CLAIMS  RECORD  (Probate),  1887 — .   6  v.  (1-6). 
1859-86  in  Probate  Judgment  Docket,  entry  140. 

Record  of  proceedings  in  claims  against  estates  in  probate  court,  shewing 
names  of  claimant,  administrator,  and  deceased,  date  and  term  of  court, 
amount  of  claim,  Judge's  decree,  notation  of  recording  in  judge's  and 
probate  docket,  and  book  and  page  number  of  entry.   Arr.  chron.  Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Hdw,  on  pr.  fm,  560  p.  18  x  12-|  x  3.  Co. 
clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

For  other  records  of  claims  against  estates,  see  entry  96, 


Probate  Business 

Wills,  Bonds,  Letters   (See 
also  entries  116,  117,  152) 

119.  WILL  RECORD,  1842—.   32  v.  (6  v.  not  lettered,  A-Z). 
Copies  of  wills,  showing  date,  names  of  deceased,  executor,  and  wit- 
nesses, terms  of  bequest,  and  date  filed;  also  record  of  wills  imder 
petition  in  probate,  showing  date  and  term  of  court,  date  of  death,  date 
ordered  for  probate,  and  true  copy  cf  affidavits.  Arr,  chron.  Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  deceased.   1842-66,  hdw.;  1867 — ,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
580  p.  -  275  p.  18  x  13  X  3  -  12  X  8  X  1^.   Co,  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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Clerk  of  the  Probate  (120-125) 

Court  ••  Probate  Business 

120,  ADI.UNISTRATORS »  BONDS  AIJD  LETTERS,  1858—,   9  v.  (A-PI,  K). 
Copies  of  administrators*  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and  letters,  showing 
names  of  deceased,  administrator,  sureties  and  vdtnesses,  and  date  and 
amount  of  bond.  Also  contains  De  Bonis  Non  Yfith  Vail  Annexed  Record, 
1858-1923,  entry  121,  and  Additional  Bond  Record,  1916—,  entry  124. 
Arr,  chron.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  deceased,  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm.   598  p, 
18  X  IZ^x   3,   Co.  elk.  «s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

121,  DE  BONIS  NON  V/ITH  YiTELL  AlHIEXED  RECORD,  1924—,   1  v.  (l). 
1858-1923  in  Administrators'  Bonds  and  Letters,  entry  120, 

Copies  of  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and  letters  of  administrator  de  bonis 
non,  shomng  names  of  deceased  and  administrator,  date  and  amount  of 
bond,  names  of  sureties,  and  date  of  filing  for  recordation,  Arr,  chron. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  deccasod,  Kdw,  on  pr,  fm.   580  p,  18  x  12-2  x  3. 
Co,  elk. *s  private  off.,  1st  fl, 

122,  GUA.RDIA1IS «  RECORD,  1858—,   6  v,  (A-F), 

Copies  of  guardians*  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and  letters,  sho\dJig  names 
of  guardian,  heirs,  and  estate,  amount  and  date  of  bond,  names  of  sureties 
and  petitioners,  and  date  of  filing.  Also  contains  Guardians'  Lodger, 
1872—,  entry  135,  Arr,  chron.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  estate,  Hdw, 
on  pr,  fm,   540  p.  18  x  12  x  3,   Co,  elk. »s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

123,  EXECUTORS'  B01^E)S  AM)  LETTERS,  1858—.   8  v.  (A-H), 

Copies  of  executors'  petitions,  oaths,  bond^  and  letters,  showing  names 
of  executor  and  deceased,  date  and  term  of  court,  and  names  of  vatnesscs. 
Arr.  chron.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  docoasod,  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   584  p, 
18  X  13  X  3,   Co,  elk. 's  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

124,  ADDITIONAL  BOJTD  RECORD,  1865-1915,   1  v,   1916—  in  Administra- 
tors* Bonds  and  Letters,  entry  120. 

Copies  of  additional  bonds  of  administrators  and  executors,  shovang  name 
of  estate,  date  and  amount  of  bond,  names  of  sureties,  and  dates  of  ap- 
proval and  recordation.  Arr.  alph,  by  name  of  estate.   No  index,  Hdw, 
on  pr.  fm.  Binding  poor,   238  p,  18  x  13  x  1^,      Co,  elk, 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Inventories  and  Appraisements   (See 
also  entries  116,  117j 

125,  HTVENTORY  RECORD,  1859—.   24  v.  (A-X). 

Inventories  of  estates,  shovdng  names  of  deceased,  executor  or  administra- 
tor, conserv3.tor,  guardian,  date  of  inventory,  value  of  real  estate  and 
personal  property,  notes  and  accounts,  dates,  and  status.   Arr.  chron. 
Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  deceased,   1359-1921,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm, ;  1922—, 
typed,   598  p.  18  x  12|- x  3,   Co,  elk,  »s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 
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Clerk  of  the  Probate  (126-130) 

Court  -  Probate  Business 

126.  APPRAISEMENT  RECORD,  1858—.   12  v.  (A-L). 
Lists  of  appraisements,  showing  names  of  deceased,  and  appraiser,  date 

and  term  of  court,  oath  of  appraiser,  estimate  amount  widow? s  selection 

and  relinquishment,  articles  appraised  and  value,  and  date  filed.  Also 

contains  Widow's  Relinquishment  and  Selection  Record,  1858-90,  entry 
127.  Arr.  chron.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  deceased.  1858-1923,  hdw, 

on  pr.  fm.;  1924~,  typed.  598  p.  18  x  12|-  x  3.  Co.  elk. 's  vlt.,  1st 
fl. 


WidovTs*  Relinquishment  and  Selec- 
tion (See  also  entries  116,  117) 


127.  WIDOW'S  RELINQUISHMENT  AND  SELECTION  RECORD,  1891—.   3  v. 
(a,  1,  2).   1858-90  in  Appraisement  Record,  entry  126. 
Title  varies:  Widow's  Selection  Record, 

Record  of  widows'  relinquishments  and  selections,  showing  names  of  de- 
ceased, and  widow,  list  and  value  of  items  relinquished,  list  and  value 
of  items  returned,  and  dates  of  selection  and  relinquishment,  Arr, 
chron.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  widow,  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm.  600  p, 
18  X  12i  X  3.  Co,  elk, 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Petitions,  Decrees,  Reports  of 
Sale  (See  also  entries  116,  117) 

128.  AEEIDAVIT  OF  NOTICE  TO  CREDITORS,  1869,-  1  v.  Discontinued. 
Copies  of  notices  to  creditors  to  present  claims  against  estates,  showing 
list  of  articles  for  publication  in  newspapers,  and  record  of  public  post- 
ing of  notices  signed  by  county  clerk,  Arr,  chron.  No  index,  Hdw,  on 
pr.  fm.  574  p,  18  x  12^  x  2^.     Co,  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt, 

129.  RECORD  OP  DECREES,  1866-67.  1  v,  1868—  in  Real  Estate  Sale 
Record,  entry  130, 

Record  of  decree  in  probate  court  to  sell  real  estate  to  pay  taxes, 
showing  names  of  deceased  and  administrator,  date  and  term  of  court, 
amount  of  deficiency,  legal  description  of  real  estate,  date  of  decree, 
and  name  of  judge,  Arr,  chron.  Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  deceased, 
Hdw,  on  pr,  fm.  Binding  poor,  424  p.  18  x  12  x  2.  Co,  clk.'s  vlt., 
1st  fl. 

130.  REAL  ESTATE  SALE  RECORD,  1851 — .   7  v.  (A-G).  Title  varies: 
Petition  to  Sell  Real  Estate. 

Record  of  petitions  and  decrees  to  sell  real  estate,  together  v/ith  ad- 
ministrator's bond  for  sale  of  real  estate,  showing  names  of  estate, 
administrator,  petitioner,  witnesses,  and  sureties,  date  of  court  term, 
decree,  and  order,  and  date  ajid  amciont  of  bond.  Also  contains  Record  of 
Decrees,  1868 — ,  entry  129.  Arr.  chron.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  de- 
ceased.  1851-1917,  hdw,  on  pr.  f m, ;  1918—,  typed,  500  p.  18  x  12  x  2» 
Co,  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 


«  75  «, 
Clerk  of  the  Probate  (131-136) 

Court  -  Probate  Business 

131.  SALE  RECORD  PERSONAL  PROPERTY,  1859--.   8  v.  (A-H). 

Accotmts  of  sale  of  personal  property,  showing  names  of  estate  and  admin-; 
istrator  or  executor,  petition  to  sell,  description  and  value  of  property, 
date  and  amount  of  sale,  and  to  whom  sold,  Arr,  alph,  by  name  of  estate. 
No  index.   1859-72,  hdw,  on  pr.  fm. ;  1873 — ,  typed.   290  p.  18  x  12  x  2. 
Co.  elk. 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

132.  GUARDIANS'  RECORD  SALE  OF  REAL  ESTATE,  1888—.  2  v,  (C,  D). 
Record  of  proceedings  to  soil  estate  of  minor  children,  showing  date  and 
term. of  court,  legal  description  of  property,  guardians'  petition  for 
sale  of  real  estate  and  bond,  and  order  of  court,  Arr.  chron.   Indexed 
alph,  by  name  of  minor.   1888-1927,  hdw.  on  pr.  f m. ;  1928 — ,  typed, 

582  p.  18  X  12  X  3.   Co.  elk. 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Reports,  Current  and  Final 

Accounts  (See  also  entries  117,  207) 

133.  ADMINISTRATORS'  AND  EXECUTORS'  RECORD,  1882--,   26  v,  (A-Z). 
Copies  of  reports  of  executor  and  administrator,  showing  names  of  deceased 
and  administrator,  date  and  term  of  court,  items  of  receipts,  items  paid 
out,  recapitulation,  affidavits  of  administrator,  and  date  report  approved. 
Arr.  chron.   indexed  alph,  by  namo  of  deceased,  1882-1920,  hdw,  on  pr.  fm. ; 
1921—,  typed.  598  p.  18  x  12^  x  3.   Co,  elk. 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

134.  GUARDIANS'  AND  CONSERVATORS'  REPORT  RECORD,  1882--.   9  v.  (A-l). 
Copies  of  guardians'  reports  to  county  judge  on  estates  of  minor  children,  . 
and  conservators'  reports  on  estates  of  insane  persons,  showing  items  of  . 
receipts  and  expenditures;  also  showing  recapitulation  of  assets  of  estates. 
Arr.  chron.  No  index.   1882-1921,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm. ;  1922—,  typed,  385  p. 
18  X  13  X  2.   Co.  elk. 's  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

135.  GUARDIANS'  LEDGER,  1867-71,   1  v,   1872—  in  Guardians' 
Record,  entry  122, 

Ledger  of  guardians'  accoTints  with  minor. heirs  of  estate,  showing  names  of 
minors,  items  pf  claims  received  and  paid,  date,  and  amount,  Arr,  alph, 
by  names  of  minor  heirs.  No  index.  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm.  540  p.  18  x  12  x  3. 
Co.  elk. 's  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

Inheritance  Tax  (See 
also  entry  207) 

136.  INHERITANCE  TAX,  1913 — .  2  v.  No  prior  records. 

Accounts  of  inheritance  taxes,  showing  amount  taxable  for  each  heir,. name 
of  heir,  rate  of  tax,  gross  tax,  gross  amount  collected,  kind  ^nd  amount 
of .fees. deducted,  total, expense,  net  amount,  and  date  of  transaction,  Arr. 
chron.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  heir,  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm,  240  p,  17  x  12  x  3. 
Co.  elk. 's  vlt,,  1st  fl. 
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Clerk  of  the  Probate  (137-141) 

Court  -  Dockets 


Dockets 

Court  Proccedingr; 

137,  JUDGE'S  DOCKET,  1872—.   8  v.  (4  not  lettered,  A-D) . 
1855-71  in  Probate  Estate  Docket,  entry  142. 

Judge's  probate  docket  showing  date  and  term  of  court,  names  of  attorneys, 
plaintiff,  and  defendant ,  document  number, . kind  of  action,  and  docket, 
entries.   Arr.  chron,  ITo  index,  Hd'-'.  under  pr.  hdgg.   Binding  poor, 
204  p.  -  800  p.  18  X  12  X  1  -  13  x  12^  x.  4.   4  v, ,  1872-1923,  co,  clk»»s 
vlt.,  bsmt.;  v.  Ar-D,  1924~,  co.  elk. 's  ylt.,  1st  fl, 

138,  TRAESFSH  JUDGES'  DOCKET,  1920—.   3  v.  (2  not  lettered,  D). 
Judge's  transfer  docket  of  completed  probate  cases,  showing  date _ and  term 
of  court,  proceedings  in  the  matter  of  estates,  najnes  of  parties  to  aption, 
kind  of  action,  names  of  attorneys,  and. volume  and  page  of  entry,   Arr. 
chron.   Indexed  alph,  by  ntune  of  estate.  Hdn,  under  pr,  hdgs,   900  p, 

18  X  12^  X  4|.   Co.  elk. 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

139,  JUDGES'  DOCKET  GU;\RDIAIv^«S  AND  CONSERVATORS,  1858—.  4  v,  (A,  B, 
1858-1927;  A,  B,  1924 — ).   Title  varies:  Guardian's  Docket, 

Judge's  docket  of  guardians'  and  conservators'  cases,  showing  names  of 
estate,  guardian,  and  conservator,  date  of  letters,  date  and  amomit  of 
bond,  names  of  sureties,  names  and  ages  of  heirs,  and  date  of  filing  and 
rema-rks.   Also .  contains  Judges  Docket  Feeble-minded,  1872-1915,  1926-:—, 
entry  107,  Arr,  chron.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  ward.  Hd'.T,  on  pr,  fm. 
540  p.  -  600  p,  18  X  12  X  3  -  18  X  12^  x.3.   Co,  elk. 's  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

140,  PROBATE  JUDGMENT  DOCKET,  1859—.   15  v.  (A-E,  E-N). 

Docket  of  claims  against  estates  in  probate,  showing  number  of  claim, 
date  filed,  names  of  claimants,  nature  and  amount  of  claim,  sunnons  and 
notice,  and  order  of  court.  Also  contains  County  Court  Claims  Record 
(Probate), .1859-86,  entrj^  118,  and  Estate  Claim  Docket,  1859-1915,  entry 
143,  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  person  against  whom  judgment  is  entered, 
Hdv;.  on  pr.  fm.   320  p.  18  x  13'x  2.   V.  A-E,  E-H,  1859-1912,  co.  elk.  »s 
vlt.,  bsmt.;  v.  I-N,  1913—,  co.  elk. 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

141,  PROBATE  JUDGMENT  DOCKET  INDEX,  DIRECT  MiD   INDIRECT,  1859—. 
3  v,  (1  V.  not  lettered,  C,  D), 

Direct  ajid  indirect  index  to  probate  judgment  docket,  direct  index  sho'.7ing 
najnes  of  claimant  and  estate,  docket  and  page  number,  and  indirect  index 
showing  estate  nar.ie»  page  and  docket  .number,  .  Arr.  alph.  by.naraes  of 
estate,  or  claimant.   Kd-v.  under  pr.  hdgs.   484  p,  17-|-  x  13  x  2,   1  v. 
1859-1912,  CO.  elk. 's  vlt.,  bsmt.;  v.  C,  D,  1913—,  co.  clk.'s  off., 
1st  fl. 
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Court  -  Fee  Books 


Probate  Business 

142.  PROBATE  ESTATE  DOCKET,  1855—,   8  v.  (A-H). 

Docket  of  estates  in  probate,  showing  names  of  deceased,  administrator 
or  executor,  date  of  letters,  amount  of  bond,  names  of  sureties,  widows 
and  heirs,  dates  of  appraiser's  inventory,  and  sale, . and. record  book  and 
page  numbor, .  Alsp  contains  Judge's  Docket,  1855-71,  entry  137,  Arr, 
chron.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate,  HdTv,  on  pr«  fn,   560  p. 
18  X  12^  X  3,   Co.  elk. 's  vlt,,  1st  fl, 

143.  ESTATE  CLAIM  DOCKET,  1916--.   2  v.  (6,  7).   1859-1915  in 
Probate  Judgment  Docket,  entry  140. 

Docket  of  claims  in  estate  cases, .  showing  dat?  and  terra  of  court,  names 
of  estate  and  claimant,  and  amount  of  claim,  date. claim  approved,  amount, 
where  recorded,  and  name  of  judge,  Arr,  alph,  by  name  of  estate.  No 
index,  Hd^r,  on  pr,  fm,  580  p.  18  x  13  x  2^,  Co,  elk. 's  vlt,,  1st  fl. 


Fee  Books 

144,  PROBATE  FEE  BOOK,  1853—,   22  v,  (A-V), 

Lists  of  fees  collected  by  probate  court,  showing  names  of  deceased  and 
administrator,  clerk's  cost,  list  of  costs,  amoimt  charged,  date  and 
amount  received,  date  reported,  miscellaneous  fees,  dates  received  and 
paid,  and  total  witness  fees.  Also  contains  Guardians'  and  Conservators' 
Fee  Book,  1853-99,  entry  145,  Arr,  chron.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of 
deceased.  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm,   582  p,  18  x  12i  x  13,   V,  A-F,  1853-72,  co, 
elk. 's. vlt.,  bsmt,;  v,  O-V,  1873 — ,  co.  elk. 's  off.,  Igt  fl, 

145,  C-UARDIAIJS'  AUD  CONSERVATORS'  FEE  BOOK,  1900~.   5  v.  (A-E). 
1853-99  in  Probate  Fee  Book,  entry  144, 

Lists  of  fees  paid  to  probate  court,  shoring  names  of  guardiajis,  conserva- 
tors, and  wards,  date  of  action,  clerk's  costs  by  items,  amount  fees 
charged  and  received,  date  reported  to .  coiinty.  clerk,  ejid  miscellaneous 
items  and  costs.  Arr,  chron.   Indexed  alph,  bj'  name  of  w?rd,  Hd-^,  on 
pr,  fm.  544  p.  18  x  12?  x  3.  Co,  elk, 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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(Next  entry  146,  p.  83) 


IX.   CIRCUIT  COURT 

The  circuit  court  has  original  jurisdiction  of  all  (pauses  of  law 
and  equity,  and  appellate  jurisdiction  in  prohate  matters  and  causes 
cognizable  by  the  county  court  and  justices  of  the  peace. ■'■  In  addition, 
it  is  one  of  the  courts  capable,  according  to  Federal  Statutes,  of  having 
naturalization  jurisdiction. ^ 

Originally  the  circuit  court  was  held  in  Stephenson  County  by  judges 
elected  by  the  General  Assembly. ^  This  plan  of  organization  was  effective 
for  a  brief  period  of  four  years,  as  in  1841  additional  associate  justices 
of  the  supreme  court,  who  together  with  the  other  justices  of  the  supreme 
court  held  the  circuit  courts,  were  elected  by  joint  ballot  of  the  General 
Assembly,^  In  1849  another  change  was  made  in  the  circuit  court.  This 
latter  change  was  made  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution  of  1848  which 
provided  for  the  election  of  circuit  judges  by  the  judicial  district 
electorate. 5  The  Constitution  of  1870  altered  the  circuit  districts  and 
established  population  requirements  for  counties  that  may  comprise  a  cir- 
cuit»6  From  1849  to  the  present  the  circuit  judges  have  been. elective 
officers  of  the  judicial  district  electorate.  The  fifteenth  circuit  of 
which  Stephenson  County  is  a  part  is  made  up  of  five  counties.''' 

In  this  district  there  are  elected  three  circuit  judges  who  serve 
for  six-year  terms. ^  Before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office  each 
circuit  judge  is  required  to  subscribe  to  an  oath  which  he  files. with  the 
secretary  of  state.   Those  elected  after  the  first  Monday  of  June  1933  re- 
ceive a  salary  of  $7,200  which  is  paid  out  of  the  state  treasury.^ 


1,  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  12. 

2,  U.S.S.1802,  p.  153;  U.S.R.S.1874,  p.  378;  U.S. 5.1906,  p.  596;  U.S. S. 1913. 
p.  737;  U.S.S.1926,  p.  709.. 

3,  L.1835,  p.  150,151. 

4,  L.1841,  p.  173;  R.S.1845,.p.  143. 

5,  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  7. 

6,  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  13, 

7,  L.1933,  p.  435. 

8,  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec. . 12. 

9,  L.1933,  p.  621;  L.1937,  p.  189,606.   In  1837,  the  salary  of  the  cir- 
cuit judge  was  $750.00  per  annum,  L.1835,  p.  167.   The  Constitution  of 
1870  set  the  salary  at  $3000  until  otherwise  provided  by  law.  Constitu- 
tion of  1870,  Art,  VI,  sec.  16.  A  few  of  the  recent  changes  were;  from 
1919-25,  for  judges  elected  during  this  period,  $6500;  for  the  period 
1925-33,  those  elected  received  $8000  per  year,  L.1919,  p.  553,554; 
L.1925,  p.  400;  L.1931,  p.  148. 
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The  hearings  of  several  of  the  election  contests  are  held  in  the 
circuit  court.  Jurisdiction  is  granted  to  the  court  to  hear  and  determine 
contests  of  the  election  of  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  judges  of  the  cir- 
cuit court,  and  memhers  of  the  state  board  of  eq\ialization,  but  no  judge  of 
the  circuit  court  is  allowed  to  sit  upon  a  hearing  of  any  case  in  which  he 
is  a  party, ^  The  circuit  court  also  hears  and  determines  the  election  con- 
tests of  some  of  the  local  and  county  offices.  These  include  contests  of 
judge  of  the  co\inty  court,  city  mayor,  president  of  the  county  board,  village 
president,  elections  in  reference  to  removal  of  county  seats  and  in  reference 
to  any  other  subject  vThich  may  be  submitted  to  the  vote  of  the  people  of  the 
county,  and  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  county  court  in  cases  of  con- 
tested elections  under  its  jurisdiction, 2 

Included  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  circuit  court  arc  also  appeals 
from  the  Illinois  Commerce  Comnission's  rules,  regalations,  orders,  or  de- 
cisions. Such  appeals  may  be  taken  to  the  circuit  court  serving  Stephenson 
County  when  the  subject  matter  of  the  hearing  is  situated  in  this  county. 
The  appeal. may  be  hea^rd  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  reasonableness  or 
lawfulness  of  the  rule,  regulation,  order  or  decision  inquired  into  and 
determined.3 

To  make  possible  the  handling  of  much  litigation  a  branch  circuit 
court  may  be  held  at  the  same  time  that  the  main  or  regular  circuit  court 
for  Stephenson  County  is  in  session,  A  branch  court  is  held  by  any  circuit 
judge  or  by  any  judge  of  any  other  circuit  called  in  for  the  purpose  of  hear- 
ing and  deciding  motions  and  settling  the  issues  in  any,  or  all,  causes 
pending  in  the  circuit  court,  and  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  chancery  causes 
and  cases  at  law  ^riiich  are  pending  in  such  court  for  that  term.  The  presid- 
ing judge  of  the  main  circuit  court  assigns  to  the  branch  court  as  many  of 
the  law  and  chancery  cases  for  the  settling  of  issues  therein  as  the  pre- 
siding judge  of  the  branch  court  will  possibly  have  time  to  hear  and  try.^ 

Also  to  aid  in  the  speedy  administration  of  justice,  the  judges,  or 
a  majority  of  them,  may,  by  an  order  entered  as  of  record  in  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  dispense  with  either  or  both  the  grsjid  and  petit 
jury  for  any  term  of  the  circuit  court,  and  may  designate  what  term  or 
terns,  or  parts  thereof,  shall  be  devoted  to  criminal  business,  and  what 
term  or  terms,  or  parts  thereof,  to  civil  business. ° 


1,  L.1899,  p,  152. 

2,  1.1849,  p.  72;  L, 1871-72.  p,  380;  L,1895,  p.  170. 

3,  L,1921.  p.  742,743. 

4,  L. 1873-74,  p.  82,83;  L,1905.  p,  146. 

5,  L,1835,  p,  168;  L,1873,  p.  81;  L,1933,  p,  441,442. 
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Each  of  the  three  judges  of  the  circuit  court  is  authorized  to 
appoint  one  official  shorthand  reporter.  This  appointee  is  required  to 
be  skilled  in  verbatujn  reporting  and  is  not  allowed  to  hold  more  than  one 
such  official  appointment.   The  appointment  is  in  writing  and  is  required 
to  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  auditor  of  public  acco\ints.  The  reporter 
holds  office  until  his  appointment  is  revoked  by  the  appointing  judge 
or  the  termination  of  the  said  judge's  term.   When  the  official  reporter 
is  absent  or  disabled,  the  presiding  judge  may. appoint  any  other  competent 
reporter  to  act  during  such  absence  or  disability.  The  substitute  is 
paid  by  the  official  reporter  for  his  services.   The  reporter  causes  full 
stenographic  notes  of  the  evidence  in  all  trials  before  the  court  to  be 
taken  down  and  a  transcript  of  the  same,  if  desired  by  either  party  to 
the  suit,  by  their  attorney.,  or  by  the  judge  of  the  court,  to  be  correct- 
ly made  ajid  furnished  to  the  party  desiring  it.  Each  of  the  reporters  re- 
ceives and  is  paid  out  of  the  state  treasury  an  annual  salary  of  $3,600.1 

The  probation  officer  for  adult  probationers  is  an  appointee  of  the 
circuit  court. 2  His  services  extend  throughout  the  county.   Courts  exer- 
cising criminal  or  quasi-criminal  jurisdiction  are  given  power  to  deal  with 
adult  or  juvenile  offenders  of  specified  offences  \inder  the  provisions 
of  this  act  of  creation.   In  the  performance  of  his  prescribed  duties,  the 
probation  officer  principally  serves  the  county  and  circuit  courts.  He  is 
required  to  give  bond  as  determined  by  the  circuit  court  in  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding $5,000,  and  is  subject  to  the  rules  and  removal  of  the  said  appoint- 
ing court.  Stephenson  County  has  one  probation  officer  xmder  the  allowance 
of  one  for  each  50,000  of  population,  or  fraction  thereof. 

The  probation  officer  is  compensated  at  a  rate  determined  by  the  county 
board  of  supervisors.  In  the  performance  of  his  duties  he  is  required  to 
investigage  the  case  of  defendants  requesting  probation,  notify  the  court 
of  previous  conviction  or  probation,  make  reports  to  the  respective  courts, 
keep  a  set  of  records  as  described  below,  and  take  charge  of  and  watch 
over  all  persons  placed  on  probation,  as  well  as  cases  of  probationers 
moving  from  another  county  into  his  county, ^ 

The  reports  made  by  the  probation  officer  to  the  courts  are  kept  by 
the  respective  court  clerks.  The  courts'  probation  records  include  orders 
granting  or  refusing  release  on  probation,  probationers'  bonds,  the  reports 
of  probation  officers  noted  above,  and  discharge  of  probationers. 


1.  L.1887,  p,  159,160;  L,1927,  p.  395. 

2.  L.1911,  p.  280,281. 

3.  L,1911,  p.  281,282;  L,1915,  p.  381,382. 
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The  prohation  officer  is  required  to  keep  complete  and  accurate  rec- 
ords of  investigated  cases,  including  description  of  the  investigated 
persons,  the  action  of  the  court,  and  the  subsequent  history  of  probation- 
ers. These  are  private  records,  open  to  inspection  only  hy  any  judge  or 
hy  any  probation  officer  pursuant  to  a  court  order,  and  are  not  public 
records,-'- 

For  county  court  pro'bation  records,  see  entry  113;  for  circuit  court 
probation  records,  see  entry  174, 

The  records  of  the  circuit  court  are  kept  by  the  clerk  of  the  circuit 
court . 


X.   CLEEK  OF  THE  CIRCUIT  COURT 


Unlike  the  judges  of  the  circuit  court,  who  are  elected  by  the 
judicial  district  electorate,  the  clerk  of  this  court  is  elected  by  the 
county  electorate. 2  This  official  performs  the  ministerial  duties  of  the 
circuit  court  of  Stephenson  County  and  files  and  preserves  its  records  as 
well  as  those  of  the  branch  circuit  courts, 3  Ho  is  commissioned  by  the 
Governor,  and  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office  gives  bond, 
with  sureties  who  are  approved  by  any  two  of  the  judges  of  the  court.  His 
bond  is  given  in  the  sum  of  not  loss  than  $5,000  and  agreed  upon  by  the 
judges.  The  oath  to  which  he  subscribes  is  filed  with  the  secretary  of 
state. 4  If  a  vacancy  occurs  in  this  office,  and  the  Tinexpired  term  does 
not  exceed  one  year,  the  court  is  required  to  fill  such  vacancy  by  appoint- 
ment of  a  clerk  pro  tempore.  The  appointee  is  then  required  to  qualify  for 
office  in  the  same  manner  as  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court.  When  the  ap- 
pointment is  made,  the  court  notifies  the  Governor  of  the  filled  vacancy. 
The  Governor  in  turn,  as  soon  as  practicable,  issues  a  writ  of  election 
for  circuit  clerk, 5 

The  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  was  first  appointed  by  the  circuit  court 
in  Stephenson  Coun.ty.S  He  kept  a  record  of  all  the  oaths  that  he  administer 
ed  and  certified  a  copy  annually  to  the  secretary  of  state,'  The  clerk  pre- 
served a  complete  record  of  all  proceedings  and  determinations  of  the  court 


1,  L,1911,  p.  277-84;  L,1915,  p,  378-84, 

2,  Constitution  of  1848,  Art,  V,  sec.  7;  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec. 

3,  L,1905,  p,  147, 

4,  R.S.1845,  p.  146,147;  L.1849,  p,  63;  R.S,1874,  p.  260, 

5,  L. 1875-74,  p.  95. 

6,  Constitution  of  1818,  Art.  IV,  sec.  6;  R,L,1833,  p.  152;  R.S.1845, 
p.  146,147. 

7,  L.1819,  p.  349, 
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of  which  he  ir^as  clerk.   At  each  term  of  the  circuit  court,  the  clerk  in- 
quired into  the  condition  of  the  treatment  of  prisoners  and  was  required  to 
see  that  all  prisoners  vrere  humanely  treated.   This  authority  v/as  in  later 
years,  and  is  at  present,  delegated  to  the  circuit  court. ^  One  of  the  early 
requisites  of  this  office  was  for  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  to  reside 
near  the  county  seat  in  order  that  he  could  attend  to  his  duties  daily.   In 
the  event  that  it  vrere  not  possible  for  hin  to  be  in  daily  attendance,  the 
presiding  judge  and  the  county  commissioners'  court  were  to  fill  such  vacancy. 
The  Constitution  of  1848  mado  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  an  oleotire 
officer  of  the  county  electorate  rri.th  a  four-year  term.  This  arrangement 
continues  until  the  present. 

The  clerk  is  able  to  perform  the  several  duties  of  his  office  with 
the  aid  of  his  staff  vjhich  consists  of  assistants  and  deputy  clerks  who 
are  appointed  by  him  in  such  number,  as  determined  by  rule  of  the  circuit 
court.   This  order  is  entered  as  of  record  and  the  compensation  of  such 
assistants  and  deputies  is  set  by  the  county  board  of  supervisors. 

Among  the  records  kept  by  the  clerk  for  the  circuit  court  are  the 
following: 

1,  Books  of  record  of  the  proceedings  and  judgments  of 
the  court,  vj-ith  alphabetical  indexes  by  parties.   Pro- 
ceedings are  recorded  at  length  only  in  cases  desig- 
nated by  lav/,  or  when  the  court,  at  the  motion  and 
assumption  of  expense  by  one  of  the  parties,  so  orders. 
In  practice,  the  court  record  has  been  broken  down  from 
an  early  date  into  segregated  types  of  proceedings  and 
judgments. 

2,  "Plaintiff-Defendant  Index  to  Court  Record"  and  "Defen- 
dant-Plaintiff Index  to  Court  Records."   Intended  to  be 
separate  records,  but  frequently  combined  in  a  single 
volume  with  the  tivo  indexes  segregated  in  each  voliime. 

3,  A  general  docket,  in  wiiich  all  suits  are  entered  in  the 
order  which  they  are  commenced. 


1.  R.L.1855,  p.  152;  R .3.1845,  p.  147. 

2.  R.L.1827,  p.  248. 

"^^      R'5,1874,  p.  616;  L.  1925,  p.  423. 

4.  "Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  29;  Constitution  of  1370,  Art.  X, 
sec.  8, 

5,  L.1851,  p.  49;  Constitution  of  1070,  Art,  X,  sec.  9. 

6,  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9, 

7.  The  Civil  Practice  Act  of  1933  grants  authority  to  the  circuit  courts, 
subject  to  rules  promulgated  by  the  supreme  court  and  not  inconsistent 
with  statutory  requirements,  to  me.ko  such  rules  as  they  may  doem  exped- 
ient, regulating  dockets  and  calendars  of  said  court.   L. 1933,  p.  785, 
sec.  2. 
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4. 


5, 


6. 


7. 


8. 


9. 

10. 
11. 


12. 


A  judgment  and  execution  docket,  containing  a  coliimn  for 
entry  of  satisfaction  or  other  disposition.   In  practice, 
an  execution  docket  is  frequently  set  up  independently. 
Additional  dockets,  designated  as  the  clerk's,  judge's  and 
bar  docket.   In  practice,  the  bar  docket  has  tended  to  drop 
out  of  use. 

A  fee  book,  in  which  costs  and  fees  arc  to  be  entered. \ir.der 
the  proper  title  of  the  case.   In  practice,  separate  series 
of  volumes  are  maintained  ujider  such  titles  of  causes. 
Transcripts  of  proceedings  in  appeals  from  justices*-,  city 
and  foreign  courts,  dockets  thereof,  ajid  transcripts  of 
judgment  for  liens,  etc.,  from  the  former.   Separate  well- 
bound  books  are  required  to  be  kept  for  each  city  court 
which  are  to  contain  an  alphabetical  docket  of  all  judgment 
decrees  rendered  in  the  city  court.   The  books  also  provide 
entries  of  data  relating  to  the  filing  of  the  transcript  with 
the  corresponding  number  of  the  trans cript*-'- 
Naturalization  proceedings,  from  petitions  to  final  certifi- 
cates; Federal  Statutes  alloiring  the  circuit  court,  as  well 
as  the  Federal  courts,  power  to  exercise  jurisdiction. 
Reports  to  the  court  from  its  designated. masters  in  chancery, 
the  state's  attorney,  eind  the  coroner's  inquest  juries. 
Jury  venires,  summons,  certificates,  etc. 

Original  documents  used  in  court  hearings  and  determinations. 
These  documents. are  of  particular  importance  because  in  a 
large  number  of  cases  the  complete  proceedings  are  not  spread 
on  court  record. 

Monthly  reports  of  the  warden  of  the  county  jail,  containing 
a  list  of  all  prisoners  in  his  custody,  showing  causes  of 
commitment  and  persons  by  whom  committed.S 


Proceedings  of  Court 


146.  MINUTES  RECORDS  COURT  SESSIOITS,  1857- 
Title  varies;  Clerk's  Minutes. 


29  V,  Missing:  1918-26. 


Circuit  Court  minutes  showing  date  of  court  term,  judicial  notations. on 
court  cases,  record  of  general  businer.s,  and  remarks,  Arr.  chron.  No 
index.   Hdw.   350  p.  14  x'9  x  li.   10  v.,  1857-1917,  cir.  elk. 's  vlt,, 
bsmt,;  19  v.,  1927—,  cir.  elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 


1,  R,S.1874,  p.  347;  L.1901,  p.  136, 

2.  R.L,1827,  T),   217;  R.S.1845,  p.  57,323-25,414,418,419,518;  L,1865, 
p,  79,80;  L. 1871-72,  p.  325;  R.S.1874,.p.  262,263,285-87,339,616; 
L.1877,  V,    77;  L.1895,  p.  206,210,211,217;  L.1933,  p.  378-80,677; 
U.S.S,18Q2.  p.  153-55;  U.S.R.S.1874,  p.  378-80;  U,S.S.1906,  p.  597-607; 
U.S.S.1906.  p.  709,710;  U.S. S. 1929,  p.  154,155. 
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147.  COURT  RECORD  COMMON  LAW,  1935—.   1  v.  (56). 
1891-1934  in  Court  Record,  entry  150. 

Record  of  proceedings  in  common  law  cases,  showing  term  of  court  and  date, 
names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  Jury  members,  docket  number,  type. of 
case,  kind  of  action,  and  names  of  county  officials,  Judge,  and  attorneys. 
Arr,  chron.   Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant.  Edw.  on 
pr.  fm,   640  p.  13  x  13|  x  3.   Cir.  elk. 's  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

148.  CHANCERY  RECORD,  1935—.   2  v,  (1,  2). 
1839-1934  in  Court  Record,  entry  150. 

Record  of  chancery  proceedings  in  circuit  court,  showing  date  and  term  of 
court,  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  number  and  type  of  action,  de- 
cision of  court,  and  reports  of  master  in  chancery.  Arr.  chron.   Indexed 
alph.  by  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant.   Typed.   640  p»  18  x  13  x  3, 
Cir,  elk, 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

149.  CRIM I N.\L  RECORD,  1877—.   5  v.  (A,  C-F), 
1839-76  in  Court  Record,  entry  150. 

Proceedings  in  criminal  cases  heard  in  circuit  court,  showing  term  of  court 
and  date,  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  Jurors,  county  official?.  Judges, 
aaid  attorneys,  docket  number,  type  of  case,  and  action.  Also  cgntains. 
(state's  Attorneys'  Reports  to  Circuit .  Court) ,  1926—,  entry  169.  Arr. 
chron.   Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  Hdn,  on  pr.  fm, 
636  p..l8i  X  13-^-  X  3.   Cir.  clk..'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

150.  COURT  RECORD,  1839-1^34,57  v.  (A-Z,  27-55,  57,  53). 

Record  of  circuit  court  proceedings  in  chancery  and  common  law  cases,  and 
criminal  cases  to  1877,  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  number 
and  type  of  action,  decision  of  court,  date  and  term  of  court,  names  of 
jurors  summoned  and  released,  and  report  by  grond  Jury  on  Jail  visits;  in- 
cli^^es  divorce  records.  Judgment  by  default  records,  and  Judgment  by  con- 
fa-ssion  records.  Also  contains  Alimony  and  Support  Record,  1339-1927, 
entry  182.   Subsequent  to  1876  Criminal  Record  kept  separately,  entry  149; 
subsequent  to  1934  Court  Record  Common  Law  and  Chancery  Record _als9  kept 
separately,  entries  147,  148.  Arr.  chron.   Indexed  alph.  by  names  of 
plaintiff  and  defendant.'  1839-90,  hd\7. ;  1891-1934,  hdw,  on  pr,  fm. 
640  p. .18  X  13  X  3.  Cir,  elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

151.   CIRCUIT  CLERK'S  MISCELLANEOUS  RECORDS,  1837—.   888  f.b,, 
3385  bdl.  (f.b.,  1837—;  bdl. ,  1840—). 
Miscellaneous  circuit  court  documents  including  common  law,  criminal, .and 
chancery  case  papers,. Jury  venires,  masters'  reports,  bonds,  witness  affi- 
davits, state's  attorneys'  reports,  and  masters'  certificates  of  levy. 
Arr.  chron.  No  index.  Paper  poor,  writing  faded,  F,b.  4r|  x  4|-  x  10, 
lOj'x  4|  X  13;  bdl,  10  x  4^  x  2,  .312  f.b.,  1837-1926,  3305  bdl.,. 1040— , 
cir,  elk. 's  vlt.,  bsmt.;  366  f.b.,  1861--,  cir,  elk. 's  vlt,,  1st  fl.; 
192  f.b,,  1930—,  cir.  elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl.;  18  f.b.,  1936—,  cir.  ct. 
rm. ,  2nd  f 1, 
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Transcripts 

152.  MISCELLANEOUS  RECORD  (Circuit  Court  Proceedings),  1379 — , 
17  V.  (A-Q). 

Record  of  proceedings  in  circuit  court,  not  recorded  elsewhere  in  court 
records,  including  affidavits  of  vdtnesses,  inventories  and  tills  of  sale 
of  real  and  personal  property,  copies  of  original  certificate^  of  incorpora- 
tion and  V7ills,  township  treasurers'  bond  records,  and  power  of  attorney. 
Also  contains  Dedication  of. Right  of  Way,  1879-1920,  entry  86.  Volume  0,. 
pages  372,  373,  contains  recording  of  last  will  of  Jame  Addams  of  Hull 
House,  Chicago.  Arr.  chron.   Indexed  alph,  by  names  of  principal  parties. 
1879-1935,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm. ;  1936—,  typed,   542  p.  18^  x  13  x  3.   Cir, 
elk. 's  off. ,  1st  fl. 

153.  COUNTY  RECORD  (Damage  Proceedings),  1846-54.   4  v.  Discontinued. 
Record  of  proceediiigs  in  circuit  court  for  recovery  of. damages,  shoeing 
names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  dates  of  judgment  and  execution,  items 
of  costs,  disposition  of  executions,  and  date. returned,  Arr.  chron.   In- 
dexed alph,  by  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  Hdw.  Binding  and  paper 
poor,  writing  faded.   180  p.  13  x  8  x  1.  Cir.  elk. 's  vlt.,  bsmt. 

For  subsequent  similar  records,  see  entries  163,  164, 

154.  (BANK  RZCEIVZRSHIF  RECORDS),  1933 — ,  9  f.b.  No  prior  records. 
Petitions  for  receiverships  of  closed  banks,  with  date  and  term  of  court, 
names  of  state  auditor  and  bank  as  plaintiff  and  defendant,  number  of  ac- 
tion, and  name  of  receiver  appointed;  also  includes  complete  financial 
statements  of  assets  and  liabilities,  Arr,  by  instrument  no.  No  index, 
6  X  14  X  22,   Cir,  elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 


Transcripts 

155.  TRAITSCRIPT  RECORD,  1346~.   6  v.  (A-F). 

Transcripts  of  justice  of  peace  proceedings,  showing  names  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  and  attorney,  date  of  court  term,  kind  of  action,  dates  of  ser- 
vice and  summons, . date  returnable,  costs  itemized,  and  date  of  filing, 
Arr,  chron.   Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant.   1846-76, 
hdw.;  1877--,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   600  p,  18  x  12^  x  3.   V.  A-C,  1846-76, 
cir.  elk. 's  vlt.,  bsmt.;  v.  D-F,  1877—,  cir.  elk. 's .  off . ,  .1st  fl. 

156.  JUDGIffiNTS  ON  COGNOVITS  COURT  RECORD,  1936—.   1  v.  (3), 
1851-89  in  Judgment  Docket,  entry  163;  1890-1935  in  Judgment 
and  Execution  Docket,  entry  164, 

Court  record  of  immediate  judgments  on  notes  only,  showing  names  of 
plaintiff , .defendant,  and  attorney,  amount  of  suit,  dates  of  term,  and 
execution,  Arr.  chron.   Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant. 
Hdw,  on  pr,  fm.   640  p,  18|-  x  13^  x  3.   Cir.  elk. 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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Dockets 


Dockets 

157.  CIRCUIT  COURT  DOCKET,  1858-79.   55  v.   1880--  in 
Office  Docket  (Jud^ie's),  entry  160. 

Docket  of  proceedings  in  comnon  law,  criminal,  and  chancery  in. circuit 
court,  showing  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  judges  and  attorneys,  number 
and  type  of  action,  date. and  tern  of  court,. and  order  of  court,  Arr,  by 
docket  number.  Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  Hdw, 
430  p.  .13  X  8  X  l|-,   Cir,  elk.  |s  vlt.,  bsmt, 

158.  COURT  DOCKET,  1858-79,   55  v.   Discontinued. 

Docket  of  circuit  court  criminal,  common  law,  and  chancery  cases,  showing_ 
docket  number,  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorney,  type  of  aa- 
tion,  datg  of  return  of  process,  date  and  term  of  pourt,  and  cgurt  orders. 
This  record  is  a  duplicate  of  Circuit  Court  Docket,  entry  157,  Arr,  by 
docket  no.  No  index,  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs,  275  p,  14  x  9  x  1,  Cir. 
elk, 's. vlt,,  bsmt, 

159.  COURT  DOCKET  TRANSFER  (Judge's),  1907—.   10  v,  (l-lO). 
Transfer  docket  of  completed  circuit  court  cases,  showing  names  of 
attorney,  plaintiff,  and  defendant,  general  number,  term  number,  amount 
of  bail,  offence,  and  court  orders.  Arr.  alph,  by  names  of  plaintiff 
and  defendant.  No  index.  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm,  V.  4-6,  devoid  of  binding. 
900  p.  14^  X  13  X  4.   Cir.  elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

For  prior  docket  entries,  see  entry. 160, 

160,  OFFICE  DOCKET  (Judge's),  1857--.   8  v.  (A-H). 

Judge's  docket  of  all  cases  filed  in  circuit  court,  showing  names  of  plain- 
tiff and  defendant,  case  number,  dates  of  indictment  and  warrant,  type  of 
case,  kind  of  action,  date  of  filing,  and  amount  of  fee.  Also  contains 
Circuit  Court  Docket,  1880 — ,  entry  157,  and  Docket  of  Liens,  1857-86, 
entry  161.  Arr,  chron.   Indexed  alph.  by  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant. 
Hdr.   Writing  faded,  paper  poor.   480  p.  18  x  12?  x  3.   V,  A-C,  1357-95, 
cir,  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt,;  v.  D-H,.1396— r,  cir,  elk. 's  off,,  1st  fl. 

161,  DOCKET  OF  LIENS,  1387—,   2  v,  (l,  2), 
1857-36  in  Office  Docket,  entry  160. 

Docket  of  mechanics'  liens,  showing  date  lien  filed  against  property 
for  labor  and  materials  used  on  premises,  by  whom  filed,  name  of  property 
owner,  legal  description  of  property,  date  and  acknowledgment, . and  satis- 
faction of  lien.  Arr,  chron.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  property  owner. 
Hdw.  on  pr,  fm.   140  p,  16  x.ll  x  2.   Cir,  clk.'s  pf f . ,  1st  fl. 

162,  BAR  DOCKET,  1058-94,   75  v.   Discontinued. 

Bar  docket  showing  number  of  action,  names  of  attorneys,  plaintiff,  and 
defendant,  type  of  action,  date  and. term  of  court,  and  orders  of  court, 
Arr,  by  no,  of  action.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   275  p. 
14  X  9  X  1.  Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 
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Fee  Books 

163.  JUDGMENT  DOCKET,  1851-89.   5  v.  (D,  E,  I,  K,  1  not  lettered), 
1890—  in  Judgment  and  Execution  Docket,  entry  164, 

Docket  of  judgments,  shovriLng  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  eind  attorneys, 
number  of  action,  date  and  amount  of  judgment,  items  of  costs,  dates  of 
issue  and  return  of  execution,  to  whom  delivered,  and  satisfaction.  Also 
contains  Judgments  On  Cognovits  Court  Record,  1851-89,  entry  156,  Arr. 
alph,  by  name  of  person  against  whom  judgment  is  entered.  Indexed  alph, 
by  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  Hdw,  under  pr.  hdgs,  618  p. 
18  X  12|  x  3,  Cir,  clk.'s  off,,  1st  fl,      . 

164.  JUDGMENT  AND  EXECUTION  DOCKET,  1852—.  17  v.  (l  not  lettered,   . 
F-U). 

Docket  of  judgments  and  executions,  showing  instrument  number,  names  of 
parties,  nature  of  judgment,  against  whom  rendered,  damages  and  cost,  dates 
execution  issued  and  returned,  date  of  judgment,  sheriff's  return,  and  dis- 
position. Up  to  1890  record  carried  as  an  execution  docket  only.  Also  con- 
tains Judgments  On  Cognovits  Court  Record,  1890-1935,  entry  156;  Judgment 
Docket,  1890 — ,  entry  163;  and  Sheriff's  Execution  Docket  (Execution  and 
Process  Docket),  1881—,  entry  184.  Arr,  alph.  by  name  of  person  against 
whom  judgment  is  entered.  Indexed  alph,  by  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant, 
Hdw,  on  pr,  fm,  318  p,  18  x  12-|-  x  3,  Cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 


Fee  Books 

165.  REGISTER  OF  COURT  FEES,  1876—.  8  v,  (2  not  lettered,  D-H,  1876—; 
1  not  lettered,  1881-85).  Title  varies:  Register  of  Fees  and  Ex- 
penditures, 

Register  of  court  fees,  showing  document  number,  date,  amounts  earned  and 
received,  semiannual  analysis  made  of  each  type  of  fee  collected,  and 
statement  of  total  amounts  received,  Arr,  chron.  No  index,  Hdw,  on  pr. 
fm,  1881-85,  binding  poor,  640  p,  -  300  p,  18  x  14  x  3  -  17^  x  14|  x  1. 
3  V,  not  lettered,  v,  D,  E,  1876-1917,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt,;  v,  F-H, 
1918—,  cir,  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

166.  FEE  BOOKS,  CHANCERY,  COmiON  LAW,  AND  CRIMINAL,  1841 — .   24  v. 
(C,  D,  F,  G,  I,  J-L,  N,  P,  T,  U,  W,  1841-73;  4  not  labeled,  1-7, 
1865—). 

Lists  of  circuit  court  fees,  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  date 
of  court  term,  number  and  typo  of  action,  kind  and  amount  of  fees,  date,  and 
by  whom  paid.  Also  contains  Fee  Book  Defaults,  1876 — ,  entry  167,  and  Fee 
Book,  Confessions,  1884 — ,  entry  168.  Arr.  chron.  Indexed  alph.  by  names 
of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  1841-74,  hdw,;  1875—,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  580  p, 
18  X  13  X  3.  V.  C,  D,  F,  G,  I,  J-L,  N,  P,  T,  U,  W,  3  not  labeled,  1841-89, 
cir.  clk.'s  vlt,,  bsmt,;  1  not  labeled,  v.  1-7,  1890—,  cir.  clk.'s  off,, 
1st  fl, 

167.  FEE  BOOK  DEFAULTS,  1857-75.  2  v,  (2,  O),  1876—  in  Fee  Books, 
Chancery,  Common  Law,  and  Criminal,  entry  166, 

Register  of  fees  in  cases  of  defaults  on  judgments,  showing  names  of  plain- 
tiff and  defendant,  date  and  term  of  court,  names  of  attorneys,  items  of 
court,  clerk's  and  sheriff's  fees,  date  of  filing,  and  date  of  sheriff's 
return  of  writ,  Arr.  chron.  Indexed  alph,  by  names  of  plaintiff  and  de- 
fendant, Hdw.  under  pr,  hdgs,  496  p.  16  x  11  x  2.  Cir,  clk,'s  vlt,,  bsmt. 
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Reports;  Jury  Records;  Bonds 


168.  FEE  BOOK,  CONIESSIOITS,  1857-83.  1  v.  1884—  in  Fee  Books, 
Chancery,  Coninon  Law,  and  Criminal,  entr;/  166. 

Register  of  fees  for  confessed  judgnents,  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and 
defendant,  date  and  term  of  court,  items  of  court  costs,  order  of  execu- 
tion, with  date,  to  whom  delivered,  and  satisfaction  of  judgment.  Arr. 
chron.  Indexed  alph,  hy  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant.  Hdw.  under 
pr*  hdgs,  504  p.  16  x  ll|  x  2.  Cir,  clk.'s  vlt.,  tsat. 

Reports  tc  the  Court 
(For  other  state's  attorneys'  reports,  see  entry  151) 

169.  (STATE'S  ATTCEBEYS'  REPCaTS  TO  CIRCUIT  COURT),  1876-1925.   1  v. 
1926—  in  Criminal  Record,  entry  149, 

Reports  of  state's  attorneys  tc  circuit  court,  showing  date  and  term  of 
court,  names  of  state's  attorney,  judge,  and  defendant,  type  of  crime,  date 
convicted,  items  cf  fees,  fines,  and  forfeitures,  and  date  received  "by 
co\inty  treasurer.  Arr,  chron.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  Binding  poor, 
288  p.  18  X  12  X  1|.  Cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 


Jury  Records 
(See  also  entries  6,  21,  151,  209) 

170.  JURORS  RECORD,  1929—.   1  v. 

Register  of  grand  and  petit  jurprs,  showing  num"ber  of  certificate,  name 
and  address  of  juror,  day  of  term  served,  total  number  days  served,  mileage, 
amount  of  fees,  and  signature  of  juror  on  receipt  of  certificate,  Arr, 
"by  certificate  no.  No  index,  Hdw,  under  pr.  hdgs,  260  p.  17  x  14  x  1, 
Cir.  elk, 's  off,,  1st  fl. 

171,  JURORS  CERTIFICATES,  1848—.   7  v. 

Copies  of  jurors'  certificates,  showing  number  of  certificate,  names  of 
grand  and  petit  jurors,  date  certificate  issued,  number  of  days  of  ser- 
vice, amount  of  mileage,  items  and  amount  of  fees,  and  signature  of  juror, 
Arr,  by  certificate  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  263  p.  -  57  p, 
14  X  14  X  1  -  7i  X  6|  X  |.  6  v.,  1848-1931,  cir,  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt.;  1  v., 
1932—,  cir,  clk.'s  off,,  1st  fl. 


Bonds 

172,  RECOGNIZANCE  RECORD,  1871—.   2  v. 
Copies  of  recognizance  bonds  shor/ing  date  and  term  of  court,  names  of 
defendant,  and  sureties,  crime  for  which  indicted,  amount  and  date  of  bond, 
and  date  set  for  appearance  of  defendant.  Also  contains  Bail  Bond  Record, 
1871-1916,  1918 — ,  entry  173.  Arr,  chron,  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  de- 
fendant. Hd'.7,  on  pr.  fm.  400  p,  18  x  12  x  2^.  Cir.  clk,'s  off,,  1st  fl. 
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Probation;  Naturalization 


173.  BAIL  BOND  EECOIID,  1917.  1  v.  1871-1916,  1918—  in  Recognizance 
Record,  entry  172. 
Copies  of  bail  bonds,  showing  name  of  defendant,  nature  of  crime,  date  and 
amount  of  bond,  names  of  sureties,  date  fixed  for  appearance  before  circuit 
court,  schedule  filed  by  sureties,  with  value  and  legal  description  of  prop- 
erty, date,  and  by  whom  approved.  Arr.  chron.  Indexed  alph,  by  names  of 
plaintiff  and  defendant.  Hdvj,  on  pr.  fm,  157  p.  18  x  13  x  2.  Cir,  cUc. 's 
off,,  1st  fl. 


Probation  and  Parole 

174.  PROBATION  COURT  RECORD,  1912—.   3  v.  (l,  1,  2). 

Probation  records,  showing  date  and  term  of  court,  names  of  plaintiff,  de- 
fendant, and  county  officials  present,  crime  for  which  convicted,  mimber 
of  action,  amount  of  bond,  and  names  of  sureties  and  probation  officer. 
Also  contains  Parole  Record,  1926—,  entry  175.  Arr.  chron.  Indexed  alph, 
by  name  of  defendant,  Hdw,  on  pr.  fm.  143  p.  18  x  13  x  1,  Cir,  clk,*s 
off.,  1st  fl. 

175.  PAROLE  RECORD,  1897-1925.  1  v,  1926—  in  Probation  Court  Record, 
entry  174. 

Lists  of  prisoners  paroled,  showing  certificate  of  discharge  Tinder  parole 
law,  name  of  defendant,  dates  of  conviction  and  sentence,  nature  of  crime, 
and  dates  of  parole  and  final  discharge.  Arr,  chron.  Indexed  alph,  by 
name  of  defendant.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   320  p.  18  x  13  x  2.  Cir.  clk.'s  vlt,, 
bsmt. 


Naturali  zat  i  on 
(See  also  entries  67,  115) 

176,  INDEX  TO  CITIZENSHIP,  1924-26.   1  v.  Discontinued. 
Citizenship  record  index  to  certificates  of  naturalization,  showing  date  of 
filing  declaration  of  intention,  number  of  petition,  dates  of  hearing,  order, 
and  issue,  number  of  certificate,  and  record  volume  and  page,  Arr,  alph.  by 
name  of  petitioner,  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs,  251  p,  18  x  13  x  2^.  Cir.  clk.'s 
off.,  1st  fl. 

177,  CERTIFICATES  OF  NATURALIZATION,  1857-1930,   15  v.  (B,  C,  1864- 
1906;  13  not  lettered,  1857-1930).   1843-56  in  Miscellaneous 
Naturalization  Records,  entry  178.  Subsequent  records  found 
in  United  States  District  Court,  Freeport,  Illinois, 

Original  certificates  of  naturalization,  showing  date  and  term  of  court, 
name  of  petitioner  to  certificate,  certificate  number,  date  of  certificate, 
place  of  residence  of  wife  and  minor  children,  oath  of  allegiance,  vdtness 
affidavits,  and  date  recorded,  Arr,  by  certificate  no,  1857-1906,  indexed 
alph,  by  name  of  petitioner;  1907-23,  1927-30,  no  index;  for  index  1924-26, 
see  entry  176,  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  475  p.  -  100  p.  18  x  12  x  2  -  10  x  5  x  1, 
V.  B,  1^64-1900,  cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl.;  v.  C,  13  not  lettered,  1857-1930, 
cir,  cllc.'s  vlt.,  bsmt. 
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Office  Transactions 

178.  MISCELLANEOUS  NAIURALIZITION  RECOEDS,  1843-56,  11  v. 
Certificates  of  declaration  of  intention,  petitions,  and  final  certificates 
of  citizenship,  showing  name,  age,  place  of  "birth  and  native  country,  oath 
of  allegiance,  date  and  term  of  court,  affidavits  of  witnesses,  and  date 
filed.  Also  contains  Certificates  of  Naturalization;  Record  of  Declaration 
of  Intention;  and  Petitions  for  Naturalization,  1843-56,  entries  177,  179, 
180,  Arr,  by  declaration  no.  Indexed  alph.  hy  name  of  petitioner.  Hdw,  on 
pr.  fm.  400  p.  9  x  13^  x  2.  Cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

179.  EECOED  OF  DECLAHATION  OF   INTENTION,  1857-1930,  14  v.  (9  not 
numbered,  1857-1930;  2-6,  1911-24).  1843-56  in  Miscellaneous 
Naturalization  Records,  entry  178;  subsequent  records  kept  in 
United  States  District  Court,  Freeport,  Illinois. 

Original  declaration  of  intention  certificates,  showing  name  of  petitioner, 
physical  description,  country  emigrated  from,  point  of  landing,  oath  of 
allegiance,  affidavits  of  witnesses,  and  date  filed  with  circuit  clerk. 
Also  contains  Petitions  for  Naturalization,  1857-77,  entry  180.  Arr,  by 
declaration  no.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  petitioner,  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm, 
200  p,  I2i  X  18  X  1.  Cir,  clk.'s  off,,  1st  fl, 

180.  PETITIONS  FOR  NATURALIZATION,  1878-1930,   2  v,  (1  not  numbered,  5), 
1843-56  in  Miscellaneous  Naturalization  Records,  entry  178;  1857-77 
in  Record  of  Declaration  of  Intention,  entry  179,   Subsequent  re- 
cords kept  in  United  States  District  Court,  Freeport,  Illinois. 

.Original  petitions  for  naturalization,  showing  names  of  petitioner,  affi- 
davits of  witnesses,  declaration  of  intentions,  oath  of  allegiance,  order 
of  court,  date  and  term  of  court,  and  order  of  continuance,  Arr,  by  peti- 
tion no.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  petitioner,  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm.  Binding 
poor.  100  p.  -  51  p.  18  X  13  X  2  -  18  X  11-g-  x  ^.     Cir,  clk,'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

Office  Transactions 
Receipts  and  Expenditures 

181.  LEDGER  CASH  BOCK,  1861—.   8  v. 

Ledger  of  receipts  and  expenditures  showing  date  and  items  of  receipts, 
by  whom  paid,  and  total  amount;  also  showing  date  and  item  of  expenditures, 
to  whom  paid,  and  total  amount,  Arr,  alph,  by  names  of  debtor  and  creditor. 
No  index.  Hdw,  1861-1917,  binding  and  paper  poor,  writing  faded.  400  p. 
13  X  &|  X  l|.  5  v.,  1861-1917,  cir,  elk.  »s  vlt,,  bsmt.;  3  v, ,  1918—, 
cir,  clk,«s  off,,  1st  fl, 

182.  ALIMONY  AND  SUPPORT  RECORD,  1928—.   1  v.   1839-1927  in  Court 
Record,  entry  150. 

Account  book  of  sums  for  alimojuy  and  support,  sho\7ing  names  of  plaintiff 
and  defendant,  action  number,  judgment  and  order  of  court,  alimony  or 
support  fixed  by  court,  dates  paid,  amount  and  by  whom  paid,  dates,  and 
by  whom  received,  Arr,  chron.  Indexed  alph,  by  names  of  plaintiff  and 
defendant,  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs,  317  p,  16  x  11  x  2,  Cir,  clk.'s  off., 
1st  fl. 
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Court  Business 

183.   CEHTIPICATES  OF  EVIDENCE,  1928—.  25  bdl. 
Certificates  of  evidence  and  exhibits  of  proceedings  in  circuit  court 
cases,  vrith  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  vritnesses,  and  attorneys, 
date,  and  term  of  court.  Arr,  chron.  No  index.  12  x  9-|  x  1^»     Cir. 
clk.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 


XI .   SHERIFF 


The  sheriff,  "by  constitutional  provision,  has  heen  an  elected  offi- 
cer of  the  Stephenson  County  electorate  from  the  creation  of  this  county 
to  the  present. 1  The  term  of  his  office  was  originally  set  at  two  years, 
hut  is  now  four  years.  His  bond  in  this  county  is  required  in  the  sum  of 
$10,000  and  must  be  approved  by  the  county  Judge, 2  Memoranda  of  this 
bond  are  entered  at  large  upon  the  records  of  the  county  court  and  the 
bond  is  filed  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk. 3  One  or  more  deputy 
sheriffs  are  appointed  by  the  sheriff  in  accordance  with  the  nomber  al- 
lowed by  rule  of  the  circuit  court.  The  compensation  of  the  deputies 
is  determined  by  the  county  board  of  supervisors. 4  The  sheriff  is  also 
warden  of  the  county  jail  and  is  charged  with  custody  and  regulation  of 
the  same  and  of  all  prisoners,^  To  assist  him  in  this  administration, 
the  sheriff  appoints  a  superintendent  of  the  co\inty  jail  and  removes  him 
at  will  for  neglect  of  duty  or  other  causes. ^ 


1.  Constitution  of  1818,  Art.  Ill,  sec.  11;  Constitution  of  1847, 
Art.  VII,  sec.  7;  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8;  second 
amendment  November  22,  1880,  to  the  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X, 
sec.  8;  also  L.1819,  p.  110;  R.S.1874,  p.  989. 

2.  R.S.1874,  p.  990.  Compare  R.L.1827,  p.  373.  Prior  to  the  organi- 
zation of  the  coTinty  court,  the  sheriff's  bond  and  securities  were 
approved  by  the  circuit  court. 

3.  R.S.1845.  p.  514;  R.S.1874,  p.  989. 

4.  R,L.1827,  p.  373;  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9. 

5.  L.1819,  p.  111,112,160-62,314-17,332,333;  L.1821.  p.  37,63,64; 
R.L.1827,  p.  247-311,344,372,373;  R.L.1829,  p.  121;  L.1831,  p.  103, 
104,106;  R.L.1833,  p.  574,575;  L.1839.  p.  10,12-14;  L.1845,  p.  10,19; 
R.S.1845,  p.  133,134,515-17;  R.S.1874,  p.  616,989-91;  L.1877,  p.  69, 
79;  L.1881,  p.  64,72;  L.1901,  p.  136;  L.1905,  p.  146;  L.1923,  p.  423; 
L.1936,  p.  458. 

6.  Ibid, 
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Essentially,  ivithout  change  for  over  one  hundred  years,  the  prin- 
cipal duties  of  the  sheriff  are : 

1,  Acting  as  conservator  of  the  peace,  with  pov/or  to 
arrest  offenders  on  viev/, 

2.  Attending,  in  person  or  by  deputy,  all  courts  of 
record  (city,  county,  probate,  circuit,  and  appellate 
courts)  in  his  comity,  and  obeying  the  orders  and  direc- 
tion of  the  said  courts, 

3.  Serving,  executing,  and  roturniiig  all  vrrits,  warrajits, 
processes,  orders,  and  decrees  legally  directed  to  him, 

4,  Soiling  real  or  personal  property  by  virtue  of  execution 
or  other  process, 

5,  Having  the  custody  and  care  of  tho  courthouse  and 
jail  of  the  county. 

6.  Sending  finger-prints  of  criminals  to  the  state  bureau 
of  criminal  identification  and  investigation. 

In  the  course  of  the  sheriff's  multiple  detailed  duties  included  in 
these  broad  provisions,  the  follovnjig  records  may  bo  kept  but  do  not  ap- 
pear in  Stephenson  Cour.tyi 

1,  Data  of  identification,  criminal  and  stolen  property, 

2,  Receipts  of  delivery  of  prisoner  in  changes  of  venue, 

3,  Copies  of  reports  to  the  county  court  and  circuit 

court. 

4 

4,  Reports  of  pawnbrokers  on  loans  and  articles  pavmed. 

The  following  records  may  be  kept  and  do  appear: 

1,  Register  of  prisoners, 

2,  Docket  of  executions, 

3,  "Books  of  Accounts",  including  records  of  fees 
and  disbursements. 


1.  L.1819,  p,  111,112,160-62,314-17,332,333)  L.1321,  p.  37,63,64; 
R.L,1827,  p.  247-311,344,372,373;  R.L.1829,  p.  121;  L.1831,  p.  103, 
104,106;  R.L.1853,  p.  574,575;  L.1859,  p,  10,12-14;  L.1845,  p.  10, 

*  19;  R.S.1845,  p.  133,134,515-17;  R.S,1874,  p.  616,989-91;  L.1377, 
p,  69,79;  L, 1881,  p,  64,72;  L.1901,  p.  156;  L. 1905,  p.  146;  L. 1923, 
p.  423;  L. 1933,  p.  458,   The  citations  include  also  references  to 
duties  not  included  in  the  general  outline  noted  above, 

2,  L.1931,  p.  464, 

3.  L.1819,  p.  201,317;  L.1821,  p.  182;  R.L.1827,  p.  249,273;  L.1845, 
p,  11;  R.S.1845,  p.  305;  R.S.1874,  p.  568,991,992,1096;  L.1907, 

p,  316-19;  L.T909,  p.  301;  L.192T,  p.  500;  L.1923,  p,  424;  L.1929, 
p,  549;  L.1951,  p.  465;  L,1935,  p,  187-90. 

4,  L.1909,  p,  300, 
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Process 
(See  also  entries  81,  82) 

184,  SHERIFF'S  EXECUTION  DOCKET  (Execution  and  Process  Dod:et), 
1872-.80.   1  V.  (e),   1881~  in  Judgment  and  Execution  Docket, 
entry  164;  1881-1934  in  Judgment  Docket,  entry  104j  1935—  in 
Judgment  and  E^:ocution  Docket,  entry  103, 

Sheriff  *s  execution  and  process  docket  shovriLng  amount  of  judgment,  riAmes 
of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  date  of  Vi/rits  of  execution,  date  of  return, 
amount  of  plaintiff's  and  defendant's  costs,  and  sheriff's  fees  and  re- 
turns, Arr,  alph,  by  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant.  No  index,  Hdw, 
on  pr.  fm.   202  p,  14  x  9  x  la",  Cir,  elk,  »s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

185,  (SHERIFF'S  MIS CELLAl^TEOUS  PAPERS),  1935—.   84  f."b.   No  prior 
records  in  sheriff's  office, 

ViTrits  of  replevin,  state  and  bench  ivarrants,  executions,  schedules  of 
stolen  property,  writs  of  habeas  corpus,  recognizance  bonds,  and  jail- 
er's commitments,  and  release  cards  as  reported  from  justices'  and  cir- 
cuit courts,  Arr.  by  no.  of  action.  No  index,  4  x  5  x  10-^-,  Sh, 's  off,, 
1st  fl. 


Jail  Records 

186,  JAIL  REGISTER,  1910—.   1  v.  Prior  records  cannot  be  located. 
Jail  register  showing  number  of  prisoners,  name,  color,  sex,  occupation, 
education,  birthplace,  health,  habits,  physical  description,  property, 
date  of  committal,  offense,  sentence,  and  dates  of  sentence  and  dis- 
charge, Arr.  by  no,  of  prisoner.  No  index,  Hdw.  under  pr,  hdgs, 
240  p,  16  X  17  X  1-|-,  Sh.  «s  off.,  1st  fl. 


Receipts  and  Expenditures 

187,   SHERIFF'S  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPEl^IDITURES,  1918—.   2  v,  (3,  4). 
Prior  records  cannot  be  located. 
Accoimts  of  cash  received  by  sheriff,  showing  date,  case  and  process 
docket  numbers,  county  court,  circuit  court,  and  foreign  summonses,  and 
total  amount  received;  also  showing  disposal  of  cash,  and  record  of  ex- 
penditures, v/ith  costs  in  itemized  form,  and  date  and  amount.  Arr,  chron. 
No  index,  Hdw.  under  pr,  hdgs,   240  p»  16-|-  x  15  x  1^,     Sh. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 
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XII.   CORONER 


The  coroner's  office  in  Stephenson  County  has  continued  in  existence 
from  the  formation  of  the  county  to  the  present, ^  The  coroner  is  elected  by 
the  county  electorate  for  a  four-year  tern.  He  received  his  commission  from 
the  Governor,  upon  the  certification  of  the  county  clerk  of  his  election,  and 
the  filing  of  his  bond  and  taking  the  oath  of  office. 2  The  inquest  duties  of 
this  official  have  changed  little  from  a  time  antecedent  to  the  creation  of 
this  county.  The  coroner  acts  as  a  conservator  of  the  peace,  with  powers 
equal  to  the  sheriff's  in  that  respect,  and  serves  as  a  ministerial  officer 
of  the  courts  in  the  absence  or  disqualification  of  the  sheriff,  and  per- 
forms all  the  other  duties  of  the  latter  when  the  office  is  vacant,*^ 

The  most  important  function  of  the  coroner  is  to  hold  inquests  over  the 
bodies  of  persons  supposed  to  have  come  to  their  death  by  violence,  casualty 
or  any  other  -undue  means.  Upon  notification  of  such  death,  the. coroner  goes 
to  the  place  where  the  body  is  and  takes  charge  of  the  same  and  summons  a 
jury  of  six  men  of  the  neighborhood  in  which  the  body  was  fo^lnd,   The  jury 
is  instructed  to  assemble  at  the  place  where  the  body  will  be  at  a  stated 
time,  and  upon  view  of  the  body  to  inquire  into  the  cause  and  manner  of  the 
death.   If  the  inquest  is  continued  and  a  vacancy  occurs  on  the  jury,  the 
coroner  is  allowed  to  fill  such  vacancy.'^ 

To  the  custody  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  are  returned  the  ver- 
dict of  the  jury,  and  such  recognizances  as  nay  be  given  the  coroner  by  wit- 
nesses whose  testimony  implicates  any  person  as  the  unlawful  slayer  of  the 
deceased, 5  In  his  own  office,  the  coroner  files  and  preserves  the  record  of    f 
of  such  testiraony.6  The  coroner  also  keeps  one  record  which  he  originates,  the 


1,  Constitution  of  1818,  Art,  III,  sec.  11;  Constitution  of  1870,  Art,  X, 
sec.  8, 

2,  The  office  is  constitutional  and  elective  (Constitution  of  1818,  Art, 
III,  sec.  11;  Constitution  of  1870,  Art,  X,  sec,  8)  and  the  term, 
formerly  two  years,  is  now  four  years  (second  amendment,  November  22, 
1880,  to  Constitution  of  1870,  Art,  X,  sec,  8), 

3.  L.1819,  p,  111,160;  L,1321,  p,  20-23;  L,1825,  p.  63^64;  R,L.1827. 
p,  246-50,372,373,375;  R.S.1845,  p.  515-17;  R.S.1874,  p.  281,282. 

4,  L,1821.  p.  22-24;  R,S.1845,  p.  517,518; .R.S.1874,  p,  282r84;  L.1879, 
p.  82;  L,1907,  p,  215;  '1.1919,  p,  403;  L.1931,  p,  388, 

5.  Lj_1321,  p,  24,25;  .R.S.1845,  p,.51G;  R,S.1074,  p,  284,285. 

6.  L.1821.  p,  25;  R.S,1845,  p,  518;  L.1369,  p.  109;  R.S.1374.  p.  285; 
L.1907,  p.  213;  L.1919,  p.  293, 
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"inquest  record."  This  record  recapitulates  all  the  data  involved  in  the 
entire  inquest  procedure  and   includes  an  inventory  and  accounting  of  the 
personal  property  and  money  of  the  deceased, ^ 

Deputy  coroners  appointed  by  this  official  enable  him  to  perform  the 
duties  of  his  office.  The  number  of  deputies  is  set  by  rule  of  the  circuit 
court  and  their  compensation  is  determined  by  the  county  board  of  supervisors. 
The  bond  or  securities  of  these  assistants  is  taken  by  the  coroner  and  the 
oath  to  which  they  each  subscribe  is  filed  in  the  county  clerk's  off ice. 2 

188.  COHOISR'S  RECORD,  1905 — .   2  v. 

Inquest  record  of  county  coroner,  showing  date  and  place  of  inquest,  names  of 
coroner,  and  deceased,  jury  cjid  under taJcer, .  description  of  deceased,  inventory 
and  disposition  of  personal  effects,  names,  addresses,  and  occupations  of 
witnesses,  and  verdict  of  Jury.  Arr.  chron.  No  index.  Hd^v,  on  pr,  fm. 
240  p.   18  X  12  X  2-|.   Cor. 's  off.,  233-25  Union  Loan  Building,  Freeport,  111. 

189.  (COUNTY  COROlffiR'S  MISCELLMIEOUS  PAPERS),  1905--.   38  bdl. 
Original  instruments  in  coroner's  inquests,  subpoenas  for  and  affidavits  of. 
witnesses,  and  transcripts  of .evidence,  with  dates  and  places  of  inquest, 
names  of  deceased,  county  coroner,  and  juries,  and  verdict  of  jury.  No  arr. 
No  index.   1905-30  paper  poor.  9^  x  4  x  3.   Cir.  elk, 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 


XIII.   STATE'S  ATTORNEY 


The  state's. attorney  for  Stephenson  County  was  originally  elected  by 
the  General  Assembly  and  performed  his  duties  in  the  several  courts  of  the 
circuit  district.  He  was  titled  circuit  attorney  until  1849;  although  both 
titles  of  circuit  and  state's  attorney  were  used  interchangeably  to  designate 
this  official. 2  In  1849  the  state's  attorney  became  an  elective  officer  of 
the  circuit  district  electorate.'*  At  this  time,  an  addition  was  made  to  the 
judiciary  and  hi?  services  were  in  consequence  extended  to  the  newly-created 
county  court  of  Stephenson  County  and  of  the  other  counties  included  in  the 
circuit  district.5  Finally,  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution  of  1870, 


1,  L.1821,  p.  26;  L.1850,  p.  104;  R.S.1874.  p.  285,286. 

2,  L'jia^l,  p,  63.   . 

3,  1^319,  p.  178,204;  Lol825,  p,  178,179;  R.L.1827.  p.  79;  R.L,1833. 
p.  98;"  L.1835.  p,  44;  R.S.1845,  p,  76, 

4,  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec,  21,28. 

5,  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  18;  L.1849,  pii,  62. 
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the  state's  attorney,  for  Stephenson  County,  is  elected  by  the  county  elector- 
ate,■'■  From  the  creation  of  the  office  in  this  state  until  the  present  this 
official  has  continued  to  receive  his  conunission  from  the  Governor  for  the 
tenure  of  his  office.^  The  state's  attorney  elected  by  the  General  Assembly, 
served  for  a  trro-year  term;  then,  in  1849,  he  Tras  elected  by  the  district 
electorate  to  serve  until  1853,  after  uhich  time  the  election  has  been  for  a 
four-year  term. 3  in  Stephenson  County,  the  state's  attorney  receives  an  annual 
salary  of  $5,500,  nith  $400  of  this  amount  being  paid  by  the  state, ^  Statutory 
foe  rates  are  allowed  him  for  convictions  on  specified  offenses  and  crimes  be- 
fore justices  of  the  peace,  police  magistrates,  county  and  circuit  courts.  Alsc 
rates  arc  established  for  preliminary  examination  of  defendants,  for  attendance 
at  trials,  and  for  appeals.  These  several  fees  and  rates  make  up  a  county  fund 
fron  which  is  paid  his  salary, 5 

The  duties  of  the  state's  attorney  are: 

1,  To  commence  and  prosecute  all  actions,  suits,  indictments 
and  prosecutions,  civil  or  criminal,  in  any  court  of  record 
in  his  county  in  v^ich  the  people  of  the  state  or  county 
may  be  concerned, 

2,  To  prosecute  all  forfeited  bonds  and  recognizances  and  all 
actions  and  proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  debts,  revenues, 
moneys,  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  accruing  to  the 
state  or  his  coiinty,  or  to  any  school  district  in  his  county; 
also  to  prosecute  all  suits  in  his  county  against  railroads 
or  transportation  companies,  which  may  be  prosecuted  in  the 
name  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 

3,  To  commence  and  prosecute  all  actions  and  proceedings  brought 

up  by  any  county  officer  in  his  official  capacity,  j 

4,  To  defend  all  actions  and  proceedings  brought  against  his  J 
county,  or  against  any  county  or  state  officer  in  his  official  j 
capacity,  in  his  county. 

5,  To  attend  the  examination  of  all  persons  brought  before  any 
Judge  on  habeas  corpus,  when  the  prosecution  is  in  his  county, 

6,  To  attend  before  justices  of  the  peace  and  prosecute  charges  of 
felony  or  misdemeanor  for  which  the  offender  is  required  to  be 
recognized  and  to  appear  before  a  court  of  record  when  in  his 
power  to  do  so. 


1,  Constitution  of  1870,  Art.. VI,  sec.  22;  L.1871-72,  p.  169;  R.S.1874, 
p.  172.   ■       •  ■  ... 

2,  L.1819,  p.  204;  R.L.1833,  p,  98;  L.1835,  p.  44;  Constitution  of  1848, 
Art.  V,  sec.  21,28; ' Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  22;  L.1871-72, 
p.  169;  R.S,1874,  p.  172. 

3,  L,1835,  p.  44;  Constitution  of  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  21;  Constitution. of  1870, 
Art.  VI,  sec.  22. ...... 

4,  L.1871-72,  p.  420;  L, 1873-74,  p,  io5;  L.1909,  p,  231;  L. 1911-12,  p.  88; 
L.1927,  p,  526;  L.1929,  p,  474;  L.1933,  p.  620;  L.1927,  p.  188,606. 

5,  L.1871-72,  p.  420;  L. 1873-74,  p,  105;  L.1909,  p,  231. 
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7,  To  give  his  opinion  without  fee  or  rerrard,  to  any  county 
officer  or  justice  of  the  peace  in  his  county  upon  any 
question  of  law  relating  to  any  criminal  or  other  matter 

in  ^Thich  the  people  of  the  state  or  county  nay  be  concerned, 

8,  To  assist  the  attorney  general  whenever  it  may  be  necessary, 
and  in  cases  of  appeal  or  writ  of  error,  from  his  coiinty  to 
the  suprene  court,  to  nhich  it  is  the  duty  of  the  attorney 
general  to  attend,  he  shall,  a  reasonable  time  before  the 
trial  of  such  apT^eal  or  writ  of  error,  furnish  the  attorney 
general  rith  a  brief,  showing  the  nature  of  the  case  and  the 
questions  involved. 

9,  To  pay  all  moneys  received  oy  him  in  trust,  without  delay, 

to  the  officer  t^o  by  law  is  entitled  to  the  custody  thereof. 

10,  To  perform  such  other  and  further  duties  as  may  from  time  to 
time  be  enjoined  on  him  by  law, 

11,  To  appear  in  all  proceedings  by  collectors  of  taxes  against 
delinquent  taxpayers  for  the  judgment  to  sell  real  e5tate, 
and  see  that  all  the  necessary  preliminary  steps  have  been 
legally  taken  to  make  the  judgment  legal  and  binding, 1 

12,  To  enforce  the  collection  of  all  fines,  forfeitures  and 
penalties  impQsed  or  incurred  in  the  courts  of  record  in  his 
county;  and  report  on  the  collection  of  these  moneys  to  the 
circuit  court»2 

For  state's  attorneys'  reports  to  the  circuit  court,  see  entries  149, 
151,  169, 


1.  R.S.1845,  p.  76;  R.S.1874,  p.  172, 

2.  L.1909,  p,  342;  L. 1911-12,  p.  88;  L.1929,  p,  474, 
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(190) 


XIV.   SUPERVISOR  OF  ASSESSMENTS 


The  county  supervisor  of  assessments,  with  the  aid  of  the  township 
assessors  in  Stephenson  County,  is  responsible  for  the  assessment  of  prop- 
erty upon  which  the  township,  district,  county,  state  and  other  taxes  are 
levied.   Principally, . these  officers  annually  revise  the  assessment  of  prop- 
erty and  correct  the  same  upon  complaint,  and  quadrennially  assess  the  real 
and  personal  property.  Many  statutory  provisions  have  regulated  the  assess- 
ment function  in  Stephenson  County,   Early  lavs  fixed  the  value  of  the 
several  categories  of  real  and  personal  property,  leaving  to  the  assessing 
officer  only  limited  discretion. 

In  Stephenson  County,  property  assessments  were  first  made  by  the  county 
assessor,  an  appointee  of  the  administrative  county  commissioners' . court,  \in- 
til  1844,1  At  the  latter  date,  the  co\inty  treasurer  became  ex-officio  county 
assessor  and  performed  the  functions  of  this  office  for  five  year.o»2  in  1849, 
the  assessor's  duties  were  transferred  to  the  several  to',7nship  assessors  upon 
the  election  of  the  township  form  of  county  government, 3  The  tovmship  assess- 
ment officers  have  principally  effected  the  assessment  of  property  in  their 
respective  townships  from  the  adoption  of  this  form  of  government  until  the 
present.   Between  1849  and  1893  the  elected  township  assessors  received  the 
assessment  lists  from  the  county  clerk  and  reported  their  assessments  to  the 
said  clerk.  Then,  for  the  period  1893-1898,  the  elected  tovmship  board  of 
assessors  received  the  forms  from,  and  reported  their  findings  to,  the  county 
clerk, ^  Finally,  in  1898,  the  legislature  created  the  ex-officio  office  of 
supervisor  of  assessments,  filled  by  the  county  treasurer.  From  that  date 
until  the  present,  the  township  assessment  officers  have  worked  under  the 
direction  of,  and  reported  the  assessment  of  property  to  the  county  treasurer 
in  this  ex-officio  capacity,^ 

For  other  taxation  records,  see  entries  22-34,  192-200,  212. 

190.   TAX  SCHEDULE,  1935—,   52  v. 
Schedules  of  personal  property,  shor-ing  name  and  address  of  property  owners, 
class  of  property,  description  of  property  by  items,  item  number,  declared 
vlaue  by  property  o'mer,  full  value  as  fixed  by  assessor,  memorandum  for  credit 
listing,  and. oath  of  property  owner  to  schedule.   Arr,  alph,  by  name  of  prop- 
erty o'Tner.  No  index.  Hd:?,  under  pr,  hdgs.   200  p,  14  x  8-^  x  li,   Treas.'s 
off.,  1st  fl. 


1,  Iul825,5^  173;  L.  1839,. p.  4;  L.1841,  p,  34, 

2,  L.1345,  p.  231,237;  1,1845,  p.  5;  R.S.1845,  p.  438;  L.1853.  p,  46. 

3,  Ljl853,  p»  16,18,24;  L.1855,  p.  37;  L, 1871-72.  p.  19,20, 

4,  L,1393.  p,  73,74. 

5,  L,1898.  p.  37;  L,1903,  p.  295,296j  L.1923,  p,  492;  L,1932,  p.  68. 
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191,   ASSESSORS  RECORD  OF  DOG  LICENSES,  1932—.  62  v. 
Prior  records  have  been  destroyed. 

Reports  of  dog  tags  and  licenses  received  from  and  returned  to  CQijjity  clerk 

by  tounshi^:  assessors,  shoeing  nane  and  address  of  dog  ovner,  ntunbor  of 

license,  date  issued,  breed  and  age  of  dog,  anofunt  of  fee,  and  signature  of 

assessor,  Arr.  by  license  no,  ITo  index,  Hd'r,  on  pr,  fn,  25  p,  6  x  4  x  i. 
Co,  clk.'s  vlt. ,  bsnt. 


XV.   BOART-  OF  RT/IEW 


An  inportant  aspect  of  the  revenue  procedure  is  the  authority  for  the 
rcviGT7  of  assossnents  on  property.   In  Stephenson  County,  this  povrer  is  exer- 
cised by  the  board  of  reviev;.  The  duties  of  this  board  are  essentially  to 
assess,  equalize,  revieT;  or  revise  the  assessment  of  property.   Early  legisla- 
tion provided  for  appeals  fron  assessnents  to  the  county  adnini strati ve  body.^ 
The  board  was  granted  porrer  to  revietr  and  revise  the  assessnent  on  real  and 
personal  property. 

In  1871  the  town  boards  Trere  given  Jurisdiction  to  revise  the  assessnent 
of  tovms  annually.   The  coiinty  board  in  accordance  with  the  same  legislation 
met  annually  to; 

1,  Assess  omitted  property, 

2,  Revierr  assessments  upon  complaint, 

3,  Hear  and  determine  the  application  of  any 
person  assessed  on  property  claimed  to  be 
exempt  from  taxation, 

4,  Ascertain  TThether  or  not  the  valuations  in 
one  tovm  or  district  bear  just  relation  to 
those  in  all  other  torms  or  districts  in  the 
county, 2 

In  1898  this  authority  was  transferred  to  the  nevly-created  board  of 
revie'^«3  This  board  was  composed  of  the  chairman  of  the  county  board  T;ho 
T7as  cx-officio  chairman  of  the  board  of  revie*^,  the  county  clerk,  and  a 
citizen  appointed  by  the  judge, '^  Since  1923  the  board  has  consisted  of  the 
chairman  of  the  county  board  as  ex-officio  chairman  of  the  board  of  reviev, 
and  tvro  citizens  appointed  by  the  county  judge.  The  members  of  the  board 


1,  Appeals  were  made  to  the  county  commissioners •  court; ,L,1839,  p,  7; 
L.1843,  p,  239;  L.1845,  p,  8;  R.S.1845,  rw  441,  From  1349  to  1898, 
appeals  were  taken  to  the  county  board  of  supervisors,   L,1849, 

p.  207,208;  L.1371,  p,  22. 

2,  L.1871,  p,  23, 

3,  L.1398,  p,  54;  L,1923,  p.  495;  L,1952,  p,  75. 

4,  1,1393.  p.  54. 
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select  their  own  clerk,^  The  two  citizen  members  of  the  toard  are  appointed 
alternately  for  a  two-year  term.  The  board  may  reduce  or  increase  the  en- 
tire assessment  of  property. 

For  other  taxation  records,  see  entries  22-34,  190,  191,  193-200,  212. 

192.   COMPLAINT  DOCKET  BOARD  OF  HZVIEW,  1899.   1  v.   1900  in 
Supervisors"  Record,  entry  2. 
Docket  of  complaints  against  assessments,  shovring  damages  to  property,  number 
of  complaint,  name  of  complainant,  and  date  claim  presented,   Arr.  alph.  by 
name  of  complaina^it.  No  index.  Hdw»  on  pr,  fm.  584  p,  18  x  13  x  3»  Co. 
elk. 's  vlt.,  bsmt. 


XVI.   COUITTY  COLLECTOR 


Tax  collections,  in  Stephenson  County,  were  made  by  the  sheriff 
as  ex-officio  county  collector  from  1837  to  1839  and  again  from  1843  to 
1849.2  For  the  years  1839  to  1843,  the  county  collector  was  an  appointee 
of  the  cpunty  commissioners'  court.*^  With  the  accepta.nce  of  the  township 
form  of  government  in  1849,  the  county  treasurer  became  cx-officio  collector 
of  taxes. 4  Under  this  plan,  town  collectors,  elected  in  each  township, 
were  required  to  make  collection  of  resident  property  taxes  and  deliver  their 
books  to  the  county  collector,  who  returned  the  said  books  to  the  county 
clerk.  The  county  collector  in  turn  was  charged  with  the. collection  of 
the  non-resident  property  taxcs.5  The  provision  for  the  return  of  the 
collectors'  books  to  the  county  clerk  was  changed  in  1871.   In  that  year 
the  legislature  provided  for  the  county  collector  to  make  annuall 
sworn  statement  to  the  county  clerk,  showing  the  total  amoimt  collected 
by  him  from  each  kind  of  tax,  the  amount  received  from  each  town_  collector, 
and  the  amount  collected  by  himself. 6 

In  1917  the  office  of  town  collector  was  abolished  in  counties  of  the 
size  of  Stephenson,  and  the  coionty  collector  became  ex-officio  tomi  collector 


1.  L_ol923,  p.  496,497. 

2,  L.1819,  p.  168,169,316;  L.1821,  p.  100;  L.1822,  p.  80;  R,L.1327.  p.  370, 
374;  L,1843,  p.  234;  R.S.1345,  p.  8;  Lol853,  n,  99. 

3,  L.1839,  p,  7,8. 

4,  L.1349.  p.  204;  L.1853,  p.  14. 

5.  L.1853;  p.  69,70. 

6.  L.1871..72.  p.  56,57;  La831,  p.  181. 
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and  Settlonent 

for  each  of  the  tovmships  in  his  county.  As  tov;n  collector,  the  county  col- 
lector is  required  to  perforn  all  the  duties  assigned  to  town  collectors 
under  existing  statutory  requirements. 

The  collector  annually  prepares  a  delinquent  property  list  and  files  the 
sane  with  the  county  clerk.  He  also  advertises  his  intention  of  applying  for 
Judginent  for  sale  of  delinquent  lands  and  lots  and  is  required  to  attend  in 
person  or  by  deputy,  all  tax  sales  resulting  therefrom.   The  county  cleric,  in 
person  or  by  deputy,  is  also  required  to  attend  all  tax  sales.   At  such  tax 
sales  the  clerk  and  collector  note  and  nake  entry  of  all  tax  sales  and  for- 
feitures to  the  state. 

To  recapitulate,  under  statutory  provisions,  the  county  collector 
collects  taxes  for  the  state,  county  and  other  governmental  agencies; 
settles  annually  vri. th  the  county  hoard  of  supervisors,  and ' pays  to  the 
proper  authorities  the  anoi.int  in  his  hands  payable  to  them;  and  attends 
all  tax  sales  in  person  or  by  deputy. 

The  county  treasurer  is  required  by  statute  to  keep  his  records  as 
collector  of  taxes  separate  from  his  records  as  county  treasurer."^  The 
records  of  the  collector's  office  include  duplicates  of  receipts  issued 
to  taxpayers;  state  auditor's  and  county  clerk's  certificates  of  the 
collector's  settlement  ivith  them;  duplicates  of  the  collector's  reports; 
delinquent  property  records;  and  tax  sale  and  forfeitiire  records. 

For  other  taxation  records,  see  entries  22-34,  190-192,  212, 


Collection  and  Settlement 

193.   (RE/vL  AlID  PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAZ  STATEI.IE1WS ),  1936~.   12  f.b. 

1900-1935  in  (County  Treasiurer's  Miscellaneous  Files),  entry  212, 
Real  and  personal  property  tax  statements,  shovmig  name  and  address  of 
property  ovaier,  location  of  property,  assessed  value,  amount  of  tax, 
interest  and  installment,  total  amounts  paid,  and  signature  of  coimty 
collector.   Arr,  alph.  by  name  of  property  oivner,  llo  index.   13  x  12  x  18. 
Treas.  's  off.,  1st  fl. 


1.  L.1917,  p.  792;  L.1925,  p.  605;  L.1929,  p.  774;  L.1931,  p.  905;  L.1935, 
p.  1115. 

2.  L.1819,  p,  317;  R.L.1827,  p.  373;  L.1859,  p.  8-12;  L. 1840,  p.  3;  L.1845, 
p,  9,11;  L.1855,  p.  66,77,111;  L. 1871-72,  p.  32;  L. 1875-74,  p,  51;  L. 1911, 
p.  485;  U1917,  p.  664;  L.  1919,  p.  765;  L.1930,  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  59;  L.1931, 
p.  747;  L. 1955,  p.  930;  L. 1955,  p.  1149. 

3.  L.1917,  p.  664;  L.1950,  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  59;  R.S.1935,  p.  1149, 
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Tax,  Abatement 

194,  COUITTY  COILECTOR«S  ACCOUirT,  1872~.   1  v. 

Ledger  account  of  county  collector,  shovrijig  anount  of  taxes  collected, 
amounts  delinquent,  amounts  received  from  sale  and  redemption  of  for- 
feited property,  itemized  statement  of  taxes  for  county  purposes,  amount 
of  commission  on  taxes  collected,  dates  of  collections,  items  of  credits, 
and  date  paid  to  county  treasurer.  Also  contains  Tovm  Collectors' 
Account,  1895—,  entry  197.  Arr.  chron.  No  index,  Hdv;.  on  pr,  fm. 
239  p,  18  X  12|- X  2.   Treas.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

195,  CASH  TAX  BOOK,  1919—,   3  v,      1872-1918  in  County  Treasurer's  Ac- 
count County  Funds,  entry  203, 

Tax  took  showing  collections  of  taxes  ty  months  in  each  tov/nship,  by  vrfiom 
paid,  purpose  of  payment,  and  total  amount  of  taxes,  Arr,  chron.  No  index. 
Hdw.  on  pr,  fm,   119  p,  18  x  12  x  1.   Co,  elk, 's  vlt.,  bsmt, 

196,  SCHOOL  TAX  CERTIFICATES,  1873-1931.   2  v,  (A,  C),   l.lissing: 
1895-1911,   Discontinued;  prior  records  cannot  be  located. 

Copies  of  itemized  statements  of  district  school  taxes  levied  and  collect- 
ed, shov/ing  number  of  toivnship,  range,  and  district,  names  of  owners,  and 
legal  description  of  property,  total  amount  of  tax,  and  date,  Arr.  chron. 
No  index,  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm,  480  p,  16-|- x  11-|- x  2.   Co,  elk. 's  vlt,,  bsmt, 

197,  TOW  COLLECTORS'  ACCOUNT,  1864-94.   3  v.   1895—  in  County 
Collector's  Account,  entry  194, 

Lists  of  town  collectors'  accounts,  shelving  annual  state  taxes  on  real 
and  personal  property,  amounts  of  commissions  on  taxes,  amount  back  taxes 
uncollected,  amount  collected,  errors  in  tax  books,  and  removals  and 
insolvencies,  Arr.  chron,  ITo  index.   1864-76,  hdvf,  under  pr.  hdgs.j 
1877-94,  hdw.  on  pr,  fm,   329  p.  16  x  11  x  2^,      Co,  elk. «s  vlt.,  bsmt. 

198,  (TAX  CERTIFICATE  STUBS),  1872-95.   22  v.   Subsequent  stub  books 
destroyed. 

Stubs  of  tax  certificates,  shov.dng  number  of  certificate,  name  of  tax- 
payer, description  of  property,  date  paid,  amount,  and  classification 
of  taxes  on  real  estate  and  personal  property,  Arr,  by  certificate  no. 
No  index,  Hdv.'-.  on  pr.  fm,  V/riting  faded,  paper  poor,   100  p.  6  x  4  x  -^, 
Cir,  elk, 's  vlt,,  bsmt. 


Delinquent  Tax,  Abatement 

199.   DELINQUENT  Tj\XES,  1853—.   886  v. 
Lists  of  unpaid  taxes  on  real  estate  and  personal  property,  shovrlng  date, 
name  of  ovaaer,  desfcription  of  property,  spread  of  taxes,  total  amotmt  of 
taxes  and  interest,  and  date  and  by  whom  paid,   1853-91,  31  volumes, 
grouped  by  townships;  1892—,  45  volumes  for  each  of  17  tovmships.  Buckeye, 
Dakota,  Erin,  Florence,  Harlem,  Jefferson,  Kent,  Lancaster,  Loran,  Oneco, 
Ridott,  Rock  C-rove,  Rock  Run,  Silver  Creek,  V/'addams,  IVest  Point,  and  Yfin- 
slov/j  and  45  volumes  real  estate,  45  volumes  personal  property,  Freeport 
tovaiship,  Arr,  alph,  by  name  of  ti'/p.  No  index,  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm, 
100  p,  18  X  12-5- X  1,   867  V,,  1853-1935,  co,  elk, 's  vlt,,  bsmt.;  19  v., 
1936—,  treas.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 
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200,   DELINQUEIJT  AIJD  RAILROAD  TAXES,  1867-70.   1  "v,   1839-66,  1871—  in 
Transcript  of  Delinquent  Taxes,  entry  32. 
County  treasurer's  account  with  tovmship  collectors,  shelving  abatement  on 
state  tax,  amount  forfeited  to  state,  rate  and  amount  of  collectors' 
commissions,  and  total  amount  delinquent,  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  t;-;p. 
No  index.  Hdv>r,  on  pr.  fm.   273  p.  11  x  16  x  2,   Co,  elk, 's  vlt,,  bsmt. 


XVII.   COUNTY  TREASURER 


In  1837,  the  first  -foar   of  Stephenson  County's  existence,  the 
General  Assembly  provided  for  the  election  of  a  county  treasurer  by 
the  county  electorate.   This  provision  has  persisted  until  the  present. 
He  is  commissioned  by  the  Governor  for  a  four-year  term,   and  the  penal 
sum  of  his  bond  and  the  security  are  determined  by  the  county  board  of 
supervisors.   Upon  request  of  the  treasurer,  the  board  designates  the 
banlc  in  v/hich  the  public  funds  are  to  be  deposited. 

In  the  performance  of  his  duties,  the  county  treasurer  receiTres  the 
county  revenue,  keeps  custody  of  its  funds,  and  disburses  them  in  accord- 
ance with  orders  of  the  county  board  of  supervisors  or  by  specific  authori- 
zation of  law.  He  is  required  to  keep  books  of  accounts  of  all  funds  re- 
ceived and  disbursed  by  him,  maintain  a  register  of  county  orders  counter- 
signed and  paid,  report  annually  to  the  covinty  board  on  the  financial 
transactions  of  his  office,  and  settle  his  accounts  with  the  board  semi- 
annually.'^ The  last  tv;o  requirements  give  rise  to  a  number  of  segregated 
records  of  accounts  beyond  strict  statutory  requirements.   In  addition, 
reports  are  made  to  the  treasurer  by  other  county,  district,  and  public 
and  semipublic  authorities  in  the  process  of  transacting  business  vdth 
him,  and,  finally,  a  large  number  of  records  arise  from  the  requirements 
for  collectors  of  taxes  to  settle  their  accounts  v/ith  the  treasurer. 


1.  R.L.1857,  p.  49,274;  L.1845,  p.  28;  R.S.1845,  p.  137;  L.1851,  p.  144; 
Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  :[,  sec,  8, 

2.  The  term  was  originally  set  at  four  years  in  1838;  R.L.1837,  p.  274. 
It  v/as  then  reduced  to  t\TO  years;  L.1845,  p.  28;  L,  1351,  p.  144,   The 
office  vras  made  constitutional  without  change  of  term;  Constitution 
of  1370,  Art.  X,    sec.  8,   Then  in  1880,  the  term  vras  lengthened  to 
four  years;  second  amendment  (ratified  November  22,  1880)  to  the 
Constitution  of  1870,  Art.  Z,  sec,  8. 

3.  L.1819,  p.  318;  R.L.1827,  p.  329;  R.S.1374,  p.  323.   The  bond  is 
required  to  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk. 

4.  L.1819,  p.  318;  R.L.1837,  p,  582,583;  L.1845,  p.  151;  R. 3. 1845, 
p.  136,138,139;  L,j^861,  p,  239,240;  R.3.1874j,  p.  323,324." 

5.  L.1319,  p.  317;  L.18?I,  p^  183j  R.L.1827,  p.  333;  L.1859,  p.  8-lOj 
L7T845,  p.  11;  L.1885,  p,  142-47;  L."T89^,  p.  304;  L.1915,  p.  516* 
L.1953,  p,  898. 
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Disbursements;  Special  Accounts 

Receipts  and  Disbursements 
Registers  and  Ledgers 

201.  COUNTY  TREASURER  RECORD  OF  COUNTY  CLERKS  REPORT,  1920—.   1  v.  (l). 
1872-1919  in  County  Treasurer's  Account  County  Funds,  entry  203. 

Register  of  fees  reported  by  county  clerk  as  paid  to  local  registrars  for 
reporting  births  and  deaths,  showing  number  of  birth  or  death  certificate, 
name  and  address  on  certificate,  date,  total  ntimber  of  certificates,  total 
fees,  and  date  paid,  Arr,  by  certificate  no,  No  index.  Hdw,  under  pr, 
hdgs.  320  p„  16  X  11  X  1^.  Treas.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

For  county  clerk* s  accounts  of  births  and  deaths,  see  entry  64. 

202.  APPROPRIATION  LEDGER,  1932—.   1  v.  No  prior  records. 

Ledger  showing  ajnount  alloted  to  various  funds  by  county  board,  date  and 
amount  of  appropriation,  to  what  fund,  date  of  credits,  and  balance  on  hand, 
Arr,  chron.  Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  fund,  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs,   300  p» 

15  X  15  X  2,  Treas,'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

Cash  Books 

203.  COUNTY  TREASURER'S  ACCOUNT  COUNTY  FUNDS,  1872—.   2  v. 
Treasurer's  account  book  of  county  funds,  showing  from  whom  received,  date, 
and  amount,  to  whom  paid,  date  and  amount,  for  what  purpose,  total  receipts 
and  expenditures,  and  balance  on  hand.  Also  contains  Cash  Tax  Book,  1872- 

1918,  entry  195;  County  Treasurer  Record  of  County  Clerks  Report,  1872- 

1919,  entry  201;  Treasurer's  Cash  Book,  1887 — ,  entry  204;  Institute  Fund 
Record,  1872-1923,  entry  206;  and  Dog  License  Fund,  1872-1919,  entry  208. 
Arr,  chron.  No  index,  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  240  p.  18  x  12  x  2,  1  v. , 
1872-1910,  CO,  clk.'s  vlt,,  bsmt.;  1  v.,  1911—,  treas.'s  off.,  1st  fl, 

204.  TREASURER'S  CASH  BOOK,  1867-86,  3 v,  1887—  in  County  Treasurer's 
Account  County  Funds,  entry  203. 

List  of  expenditures  of  county  treasurer,  showing  items  of  expenditures, 
date  paid  and  to  whom,  type  of  account,  kind  of  funds,  amount  paid  on  each 
account,  and  total  amount,  Arr,  chron.  No  index,  1867-68,  hdw,;  1869-86, 
hdw,  under  pr.  hdgs,  432  p.  16  x  11  x  1^.  Co,  elk, 's  vlt,,  bsmt, 

205.  PAYMENTS  FROM  REFUNDING  FUND,  1875-76,   1  v.   Discontinued. 
Itemized  list  of  refunds  of  portion  of  state  tax  of  1873,  illegally  assessed 
upon  real  estate  and  personal  property,  showing  description  of  property, 
name  of  taxpayer,  and  amount  equalized  by  state  board,  Arr,  by  name  of  tax- 
payer. No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr*  hdgs.  331  p.  16^  x  11^  x  2,  Cir.  clk.'s 
vlt,,  bsmt. 

Special  Accotints 
School  (See  also  entries  213-215) 

206.  INSTITUTE  FUND  RECORD,  1924 — ,   1  v.   1872-1923  in  County 
Treasurer's  Account  County  Funds,  entry  203, 

Record  of  teachers'  institute  funds  received  by  county  treasurer  from  super- 
intendent of  schools,  showing  name  and  address  of  teacher,  date  received  for 
registration,  date  of  renewal,  and  total  amount  of  fees  paid.  Arr,  chron. 
No  index,   1924-25,  hdw,  on  pr,  fm,;  1926 — ,  typed  on  pr.  fm.  320  p, 

16  X  11-^-  X  2.  Treas,'s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 
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Probate  (See  also  entry  136) 

207.  ESTATE  FUND  BOOK,  1879--.   1  v. 

Account  book  of  estate  funds  of  missing  heirs,  held  in  trust  by  county 
treasurer,  and  received  from  guardians,  trustees,  and  administrators  of 
estates,  showing  names  of  missing  heirs,  estates,  and  guardians  or  trustees, 
amount  due  each  heir*  and  total  amount;  also  contains  accounts  of  inheritance 
tax  fund.  Arr.  chron.  Indexed  alpho  by  name  of  estate.  Hdw,  on  pr.  fm. 
159  p.  17|  X  14^  X  2.  Treas.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Dog  License  (See  also 
entries  56,  191) 

208.  DOG  LICENSE  FUND,  1920—.   1  v.  (l).   1872-1919  in  County 
Treasurer's  Account  County  Funds,  entry  203. 

Ledger  of  dog  license  fund,  showing  amount  of  dog  tax  received,  amount  paid 
as  damage  to  owners  of  sheep  killed  or  damaged  by  dogs,  date  and  to  whom 
paid,  amount  of  fees,  names  of  witnesses,  and  total  amount.  Arr,  by  license 
no.  No  index.  Hdw.  159  p.  16  x  11^  x  1-|.  Treas.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

County  Orders 
(See  also  entries  5-10) 

209.  REGISTER  OF  COUNTY  ORDERS,  HIGHWAY  AND  TUBERCULOSIS,  1869—. 
14  V.  (A,  1869-80;  A-C,  6  not  labeled,  E,  F,  8,  9,  1873—). 
Missing:  1922-30.  Title  varies:  Register  of  County  Orders  and 
Jury  Certificates. 

Register  of  county  orders,  including  jurors'  certificates,  1891-1921,  show- 
ing date  and  number  of  order,  to  whom  issued,  purpose,  and  amount.  Also  con- 
tains Crow  and  Ground  Hog  Bounty,  1869-1906,  1910 — ,  entry  210.  Arr.  by 
order  no.  No  index.  Hdw,  under  pr.  hdgs,  240  p.  -  600  p.  16  x  11  x  2  - 

16  X  12  X  2^.     V.  A,  6  not  labeled,  1869-80,  1891-1921,  co,  elk. 's  vlt., 
bsmt.;  V.  A-C,  1873-90,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  bsmt.;  v.  E,  F,  8,  9,  1922 — , 
treas.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

210.  CROW  AND  GROUND  HOG  BOUIWY,  1907-9.   1  v.   1869-1906,  1910— 

in  Register  of  County  Orders,  Highway  and  Tuberculosis,  entry  209. 
Copies  of  warrants  issugd  in  payment  for  destruction  of  crows  and  ground 
hogs,  showing  warrant  number,  to  whom  paid,  date  of  issue,  and  amount. 
Arr.  by  warrant  no.  No  index,  Writing  faded,  paper  poor.  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm,  . 
250  p.  19  X  12^  x  1^.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt,,  bsmt, 

211.  COUNTY  WARRANTS  ENGLISH  SPARROWS  (Bounty),  1896-1901,   3  v. 
Discontinued, 

Stub  records  of  warrants  issued  in  payment  of  bounty  for  destruction  of 
English  sparrows,  showing  warrant  number,  date  of  issue,  to  whom  issued, 
and  amount.  Arr.  by  warrant  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr,  fm.   150  p. 

17  X  14  X  1.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt,,  bsmt, 

212.  (COUNTY  TREASURER'S  MISCELLANEOUS  FILES),  1900—.   22  f.b. 
County  orders  paid,  treasurer's  receipts  from  state  for  taxes,  delinquent 
tax  lists,  collections  made  by  county  banks,  annual  reports  of  treasurer 
and  collector,  real  estate  and  personal  road  tax  lists,  bonds  and  reports 
of  county  officials,  statements,  and  miscellaneous  tax  receipts.  Arr, 
chron.  No  index,  5  x  10  x  4.  Treas.'s  off,,  1st  fl. 
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(Next  entry  213,  p.  107) 


XVIII.   COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 


The  county  superintendent  of  schools  is  a  statutory  officer,  elect- 
ed for  a  term  of  four  years, 1  In  Stephenson  County,  the  superintendent's 
office  serves  as  the  central  school  administrative  agency  for  the  county. 
One  or  more  of  the  several  congressional  tovmships  comprise  the  several 
school  districts, 2  Within  these  administrative  units  are  elected  hoards 
of  three  trustees  xiho   have  executive  and  financial  responsihilities  which 
come  under  the  supervision  of  the  countj^-  superintendent.  These  hoards 
of  trustees  report  annually  to  the  county  superintendent  on  the  condition 
of  the  schools  in  their  respective  districts;  and  their  honds  are  filed 
with  the  superintendent.  The  boards  appoint  their  own  treasurers  who 
also  act  as  clerks  of  the  township  (or  school  district)  hoards, 3 

The  superintendent  makes  quarterly  and  annual  reports  to  the  county 
hoard  of  supervisors  and  also  reports  to  the  state  superintendent  of 
public  instruction,  the  state  department  of  public  health,  the  state 
fire  marshal,  and  the  state  architect.  His  original  duties  are: 

1,  Selling  township  fund  lands  and  issuing  certificates 
therefor, 

2,  Examining  the  complete  accounts  of  every  township 
treasurer  in  his  county  and  reporting  irregularities 
of  the  township  trustees. 

3,  Conducting  a  teachers'  institute,  holding  quarterly 
examinations  for  teachers'  certificates,  and  issuing 
same. 

4,  Holding  examinations  for  normal  and  university  scholar- 
ships, 

5,  Visiting  the  public  schools  in  the  county,  observing 
methods  of  instruction,  making  recommendations  to 
teachers,  advising  school  officers;  observing  sanitary 
and  safety  conditions,  notifying  trustees  and  state 
authorities  of  unsatisfactory  conditions;  inspecting 
plans  and  specifications,  and  approving  those  meeting 
state  regulations,'^ 


1. 

L.1872,  p.  702;  L.1909,  p.  342;  L.1915,  p.  628;  L.1923.  p.  596. 

Term  formerly  ran  two  years.  R.S.1345,  p.  497. 

2. 

R.S.1845,  p.  503;  1.1847,  p.  126;  1,1929,  p.  745. 

3, 

L.1927,  p.  843;  L.1929,  p.  745. 

4, 

R.S.1845,  p.  498:  1.1347,  p.  122;  L.1849,  p.  156:  L.1853.  p.  246i 

247;  1,1855,  p.  66,67;  L.1861,  p.  190,191;  L.1865,  p,  119,120; 

L.1909,  p.  343-52;  L.1915,  p.  635. 
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County  Superintendent  of  Schools  -  (213) 

Accounts  of  School  Funds 

The  first  county  school  official  in  Stephenson  CoTonty  was  the 
county  school  commissioner. •'■  The  principal  duties  of  this  officer,  an 
appointee  of  the  county  commissioners'  court,  centered  around  the  sale 
of  school  lands.  His  reports  of  these  sales  were  made  to  the  county 
commissioners'  court  and  recorded  by  their  clerk  in  a  well-hotmd  book 
kept  for  that  purpose. 2  The  school  commissioner  also  reported  to  the 
commissioners'  court  on  his  other  transactions  and  on  the  school  fund. 3 
In  1845  the  office  of  county  superintendent  of  schools  was  created  as 
an  ex-officio  office  of  the  county  school  commissioner,^  For  his  ex- 
officio  duties  as  superintendent  of  schools  the  commissioner  received 
additional  compensation  for  the  days  actually  engaged  in  the  performance 
of  these  duties.^  Beginning  with  the  year  1847,  the  school  commissioner 
was  elected  by  the  electorate  for  a  two-year  term.^  In  1865  the  office 
of  county  superintendent  of  schools  was  established  as  an  independent 
office  and  had  delegated  to  it  the  authority  formerly  vested  in  the 
county  school  commissioner.'^ 

A  noteworthy  undertaking  of  tho  county  superintendent  of  schools 
is  the  annual  teachers'  institute.  Pioneer  legislation  of  1869  provided 
that  the  school  directors  were  to  allow  school  teachers  to  attend  the 
teachers'  institute  in  their  county  without  tho  loss  of  time  or  pay. 8 
Twenty  years  later  the  county  superintendent  of  schools  was  required  to 
hold  the  institute  annually.^  A  fund  was  set  up  for  this  purpose,  which 
fxmd.   has  continued  to  bo  made  up  of  the  fees  received  from  applicants 
for  teachers'  certificates  and  from  teachers'  registrations.  Money  from 
the  fund  is  paid  out  only  on  the  order  of  the  superintendent  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  annual  institute.  When  the  fund  exceeds  the  annual 
cost  it  may  be  paid  out  for  special  meetings  of  teachers. 10 

Accounts  of  School  Funds 
(See  also  entry  206) 

213.   SUPERINTENDENTS  RECORD  OF  DISTRIBUTION  FUND,  1924--.  2  v., 
1  bdl.  (1  v.,  1924-33;  1  bdl.,  1934;  1  v.,  1935—).  Title 
varies:  Distribution  Fund  Record;  Statement  of  School  Trustees. 
Statements  of  school  trustees  showing  township  and  district  numbers,  totals 
of  budget  accepted  by  county  superintendent,  total  computed,  amounts  distri- 
buted by  districts  from  motor  fuel  tax,  amounts  withheld,  and  total  amount 
for  township.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  twp.  No  index.  V.  300  p.  S-g-  x  9-|  x  1; 
bdl.,  1  X  8  X  9|.  Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 


1. 

2. 
3. 

R.L.1829,    p.    150,151. 

R.L.1829,   p.    152,153;   L.1849,   p.    155,156,159,160;   L.1851,    p.    130. 

L.1831,    p.    175. 

4. 

L.1845,    p.   54. 

5. 

L.1849,   p.   178;   L.1867,   p.   161. 

6. 

L.1847,   p.    120;   L.1849,    p.    154,155. 

7. 

L.1865,   p.   112;  L. 1871-72,   p.  702;   L.1909,   p.   297;   L.1889,   p.    312; 

L.1909,    p.    342. 

8. 

L.1869,   p.    394;   L.1887,   p.   297;   L.1889,    p.   312:   L.1909.    p.   342. 

9. 

L.1889,    p.   312. 

10. 

Ibid.   7;   also  L.1905,   p.   386;   L.1931,   p.   876. 
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Teachers'  Records 


214.  FORM  "A"  TEACHER'S  PENSION  RETIREMENT  FUND,  1920—.   13  hdl. 
Forms  showing  name  of  school,  district  number,  date  of  filing,  name  of 
teacher,  length  of  school  term,  total  years  taught,  monthly  and  yearly 
salary,  and  amount  paid  to  pension  fund.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  teacher. 
No  index.  9  x  S^  x  9.  Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 

215.  SUPERINTENDENT'S  TEACHERS'  INSTITUTE  RECORD,  1883—.   3  v. 
Record  of  institute  membership  and  funds,  showing  number,  name  and  ad- 
dress of  teacher,  actual  number  of  months  taught,  hours  attendance  at 
institute,  registration  fee,  fees  for  certificates  and  renewals,  and 
total  receipts.  Arr.  by  registration  no.  No  index,  Hdw.  under  pr. 
hdgs.  320  p.  16  X  11  X  2.  Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 

Teachers'  Records 

216.  TEACHERS  PERMANENT  RECORD,  1915—.  5  v. ,  6  f.b,  (5  v.,  1915- 
32;  6  f.b.,  1933 — ). 

Permanent  record  of  teachers,  showing  name  and  address,  date  of  birth, 
schools  and  colleges  attended,  degrees  granted,  type  and  date  of  certifi- 
cate issued,  record  of  employment,  and  total  years  taught.  Arr.  alph. 
by  name  of  teacher.  No  index.  Hdw,  on  pr.  fm,  V.  375  p.  10  x  16  x  2; 
f.b,  6  X  9  X  13^.  Off,  of  supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 

For  other  teachers'  service  records,  see  entry  217, 

217.  RECORD  OF  SERVICE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  OF  STEPHENSON  COUNTY  ILLINOIS, 
1902—.  3  V.  No  prior  records. 

Service  record  showing  local  name  and  number  of  school,  name  and  address 
of  teacher,  and  annual  record  of  time  taught,  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of 
teacher.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs,  240  p.  16^  x  10  x  li.  Off. 
of  supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 

218.  COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENT'S  EXAl-IINATION  AND  CERTIFICATE  RECORD, 
1877—.   6  V. 

Record  of  applicants  for  teacher' n  certificate,  showing  number  and  name 
of  applicant,  age,  address,  date  of  certificate,  number  of  years  taught, 
kind  of  certificate,  office  of  issue,  and  dates  of  registration  and  re- 
newal of  credits.  Also  contains  Commissioner's  Record  of  Examination 
of  Teachers,  1880—,  entry  219,  Arr.  by  certificate  no.  No  index. 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  300  p.  16  x  10|  x  2.  Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  2nd 
fl. 

,   219.   COMMISSIONER'S  RECORD  OF  EXAMINATION  OF  TEACHERS,  1861-79. 

1  V,  1880—  in  County  Superintendent's  Examination  and  Certi- 
ficate Record,  entry  218. 
School  commissioner's  record  of  teacher  examinations,  showing  name,  age, 
and  nativity  of  teacher,  and  date  and  grade  of  certificate.  Arr.  alph.  by 
name  of  teacher.  No  index.  Hdw,  under  pr.  hdgs.  150  p.  14  x  8^  x  1. 
Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 


-  109  - 
Coxinty  Superintendent  of  Schools  -  (220-227) 

Pupil  Records 


220.  INSTITUTIONAL  CREDIT  BLANK,  1914--.   19  bdl. 
Title  varies:  Certificate  of  Endorsement, 

Certified  statements  of  qualifications, . showing  name  of  teacher,  date 
and  place  of  birth,  credits,  and  schools  received  from.  Arr.  alph,  by 
name  of  teacher.  No  index,  3  x  5  x  10..  Off.  of  supt.  of  sch, ,  2nd  fl. 

221.  (TEACHERS'  EXAMINATION),  1902-5.   10. v.   Discontinued, 
Examination  questions  showing  subjects  upon  which  teachers  were  examined 
before  county  superintendent  of  schools.  Arr.  chron.  No  index.  Hdw, 
200  p.  12i  X  8^  X  1.   Off,  of  supt.  of  sch. ,  2nd  fl. 


Pupil  Records 

222.  SUPERINTENDENTS  RECORD  OF  DIPLOMAS  GRANTED  TO  PUPILS  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  SCHOOLS,  STEPHENSON  COUNTY,  1887—.  2.v.    . 

Record  of  diplomas  granted,  showing  name,  age,  number  and  post  office 
address  of  pupil,  date  of  diploma,  and  name  of  teacher.  Arr,  alph,  by 
name  of  pupil,  Ih   index,  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs,   320  p.  16  x  11  x  2, 
Off,  of  supt,  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 

223,  SUPERINTENDENTS  RECORD  OF  FINAL  EXAMINATION,  1887—,   3  v. 
Final  examination  record  showing  number  of  pupil,  name,  address,  age, 
course  of  study,  average  grade,  name,  number  and  location  of  district, 
date  of  examination,  and  name  of  teacher,  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  pupil. 
No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  240  p.  16  x  11  x  1^.  Off,  of  supt,  of 
sch. ,  2iid.  f  1. 

^24.  RECORD  (Examination  Questions),  1903-19.  2  v.  Discontinued, 
Record  of  examination  questions  used  in  mid-term  examinations  for  pupils 
from  first  to  eighth  grade,  and  subjects  covered  in  these  grades,  Arr. 
chron.  No  index.  Hdw.   300  p,  12  x  8  x  1,  Off,  of  supt,  of  sch,,  2nd 
fl, 

225.  CERTIFICATES 'of  ATTENDAIJCE  FROM '  NON-HI  &H  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS, 
1929 — ,  1  V,  No  prior  records. 

Register  of  school  attendance  certificates,  showing  number  of  district, 
date  of  school  year,  months  school  was  in  session,  name,  address,  and. age 
of  student,  from  what  district,  year  of  course,  months  attended,  and 
amount  of  tuition,  Arr.  by  certificate  no.  No  index.  Hdw,  -under  pr, 
hdgs.  .220  p,  15|  X  10|-  x  1.   Off,  of  supt,  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 

226.  ILLINOIS  NON-HIGH  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  RECORD,  1917—.   2  v.  (l,  2). 
Record  of  non-high  school  districts,  showing  descriptions  of  bo\indaries 
of  school  districts,  proceedings  of  bonrd,  f inane ial.accoiints,  name  of 
eighth  grade  graduates. at tending  high  school,  record  of  elections  of 
board  members,  and  record  of  tax  levies.  Arr,  by  no.  of  school  district. 
No  index,  Hdw,  183  p.  12  x  9^  x  1.   Off.  of  supt,  of  sch,,  2nd  fl, 

227.  RECORD  (Navy  Examinations),  1903-10.  1  v.  Discontinued, 
Record  of  examination  for  admission  to  Naval  Academy,  Annapolis,  Maryland, 
showing  date  and  place  of  examination,  name  of  applicant,  subjects  upon 
vAiich  examined,  physical  qualifications,  and  signature  of  county  superin- 
tendent.  Arr.  chron.  No  index.  Hdw.   401  p.  14  x  10  x  2.   Off.  of 
supt,  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 
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Reports 


Roports 

228.  Am-TUAL  REPORT  OF  COUNTY  SUPERINTHTOENT  OF  SCHOOLS,  1861—.   75  v. 
Annual  reports  showing  location  and  number  of  schools,  enrollment  by 
number  of  boys  and  girls  between  ages  of .6  and  21,  district  number, 
length  of  terra,  number  of  graduates  and  teachers,  qualifications,  sal- 
aries, and  complete  financial  statistics.  Arr.  chron.  No  index*  Hdu. 
under  pr.  hdgs.  38  p.  15|  x  10|  x  ^.  Off,  of  supt.  of  sch. ,  2nd  fl, 

229.  VISITATION  RECORD,  i909-31.  20  v.  Discontinued, 
Title  varies;  Diary, 

Record  of  calls  made  by  superintendent  of  schools  in  county,  showing 
name  of  school  visited,  total  valuation  of  taxable  property  in  school 
district,  amount  of  tax  levy  and  rate,  names  of  directors, .date  of  ex- 
piration of  term,  enrollment  of  pupils,  average  daily  attendance, . total 
days  attendance,  and  suggestions  to  teachers  and  directors.  Arr.  chron* 
No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgr..   150  p.  8  x  15  x  1,  Off.  of  supt,  of 
sch.,  2nd  fl, 

230;  TEACHERS  AFNUAL  REPORT,  1930--,  13  bdl.  No  prior  records. 
Annual  reports  of  teachers,  showing  name  and  number  of  school  district, 
name  of  teacher,  date  of  filing  with  county  superintendent,  total  enroll- 
ment, length  of  school  term,  and  average  daily  attendance,  Arr.  by  dis- 
trict no.  No  index.  3^  x  4  x  9,  Of f . . of  supt,  of  sch.,  2nd  fl, 

231.  TRUSTEES  AFiWAL  REPORT,  1914--.   22  bdl. 

Annual  report  of  tovmship  trustees,  showing  general  statistics,  such  as 
school. census,  enrollment,  number  of  district,  qualifications  and   salaries 
of. teachers,  value  of  school  property,  financial  statistics,  and  recapitu- 
lation, Arr.  chron.  No  index.  2  x  4  x  9-^«  Off,  of  supt,  of  sch.,  2nd 
fl. 

232.  (TOWNSHIP  TREASURERS'  ANNUAL  REPORTS),  1914—.   18  bdl. 
Annual  roports  of  township  treasurers  as  ex-officio  school  treasurers, 
sho\7ing  najne  of  township  and  treasurer,  number  and  name  of  school  dis- 
tricts, statement. of  loans,  securities,  cash  on  hand,  nxunber  and  value 
of  acreage  in  township,  and  notarial  acknowledgment.  Arr.  chron.  No 
index.  2x4x9,  Off,  of  supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 

233.  MINUTES,  SUPERINTENDED  OF  SCHOOLS,  1890-1932.   1  v. 
Discontinued, 

Minutes  of  board  meetings  of  trustees,  showing  date  and  place  of  meeting, 
record  of  business  trai:isacted,  record  of  appeals  by  petition  upon  deci- 
sion?  of  board;  also  popies  of  letters  by  county  superintendent  of 
schools.  Arr.  chron.  No  index.  Hdw.   181  p.  12-g-  x  8  x  -1.  Off,  of 
supt,  of  sch, ,  2nd  fl. 
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Register  of  School  Officers; 
Elections;  Bonds;  Maps  and  Plats; 
Receipts  and  Expenditures 


Register  of  School  Officers 

234,   LIST  OF  SCHOOL  OFFICERS,  1926—.   1  bdl.   No  prior,  records. 
List  of .school  officers,  showing  names  and  addresses  of  trustees  and  direc- 
tors, names  of  officers,  and  expiration  of  term.   Arr,  alph,  by  name  of 
officer.   No  index.   3x3x8.   Off.  of  supt.  of  sch, ,  2nd  fl. 


School  Elections 

235.   (PETITIONS  FOR  NOMINATING  IIEI£BERS  OF  COMJilUNITY  HIGH  SCHOOL 
BOARD),  1920-29.   9  bdl.   Discontinued. 
Petitions  shovring  description  of  boundaries  of  community  high  school 
district,  name  and  number  of  district,  date. and  place  of  election,  n,ames 
of  candidates,  signatures  of  voters,  and  affidavits  to  petition,  Arr, 
chron.  No  index.  2x3x8.  Off,  of  supt,  of  sch,,  2nd  fl. 


Bonds 
(See  also  entry  17) 

236.   TOWNSHIP  TREASURERS'  BONDS,  1916-21.   1  bdl.   1840-1915, 
1922 —  in  (County  Clerk's  Miscellaneous  File),  entry  67, 
Bonds  of  tovmship  treasurer  as  ex-officio  school  treasurer,  covering 
school  funds,  showing  names  of  treasurer  and. sureties,  amount  and  date 
of  bond  accepted  by  county  superintendent,  and  date  of  filing,  Arr, 
chrou.   No  index.   3  x  4  x  9^.   Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 


Maps  aiid  Plats 

237.  RECORD  OF  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS,  1850-59.   1  v.   Discontinued. 
Plat  book  showing  school  districts  with  description  of  school. property, 
to\^mship,  range,  section,  and  school  district  numbers,  and  name  of. 
school.   Apr.  by  district  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  ajid  hand-drawn.  Bind- 
ing and  paper  poor,  writing  faded.   131  p,  12  x  8  x  1.   Common  vlt., 
bsmt. 


Receipts  and  Expenditures 

238,  RECEIPTS,  1935-—.   1  bdl. 
Receipts  given  by  township  treasurer  to  county  superintendent  for  money 
received  from  the  distribution  fund,  showing  date  and  amount  received, 
and  amount  credited  to  each  district  with  name  and  district  number, 
Arr,  chron.  No  index.  ^  x  3  x  8.  Off,  of  supt,  of  sch,,  2nd  fl. 
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Highrrays 


239.   OFFICE  EXPENSE  BOOK,  1887-1901.   1  v.   Discontinued. 
Expense  book  shovnng  date  and  amount  of  checks  received  from  county 
treasurer,  date  and  itemized  acco'ont  of  office  expenses,  and  total  of 
receipts  and  expenditures  quarterly.  Arr.  chron.  No.  index.  Hdv:, 
200  p.  13  X  8  X  i.   Off.  of  supt„  of  sch. ,  2nd  fl. 

For  other  records  of  e:<penditures,  see  entry  240. 

240.-  CASH  BOOK  (of  School  Commissioner  and  Superintendent  of 
Schools),  1843—..  2  v. 
Cash  "book  accounts  of  school  commissioner  and  superintendent  of  schooln 
with  Stephenson  County,  shovring  money  received,  from  v7hom,.date,  and  on 
what  account;  also  expenditures j  to  whom  paid  or  loaned,  and. on  what 
account,  Arr,  chron.  No  index,   1843-56,  hdw.  on  pr.  f m. ;  1857—, 
hdw.   i50  p.  -  200  p.  12  X  8  X  1  -  9  X  14  X  2,   Off.  of  supt.  of  sch., 
2nd  fl. 


XIX.   COUNTY  SUPERIITTENDENT  OF  HIGHWAYS 


Provision  rras  first  made  for  the  county  superintendent  of  highways  in 
1913  in  accordance  with  legislation  of  that  year.l  The  superintendent's 
office  was  opened  in  the  following  year  to  carry  out  the  powers  delegated 
to  this  new  branch  of  county  government.  Prior  to  1913  the  township  boards 
of  highway  commissioners  performed  essentially  those  duties  since  delegated 
to  the  authority  of  the  coionty  superintendent  of  highways.  .The  township 
boards  have  continued  in  existence,  but  their  powers  are  principally  sub- 
ordinated to  those  of  the  county  superintendent  of  high\7ays. 

The  superintendent  is. appointed  by  the  county  board  of  supervisors.   The 
board  submits  a  list  of  three  to  five  candidates  to  the  (state)  department  of 
public  works  and  buildings.   This  department  examines  the  candidates  to  deter- 
mine the  person  best  fitted  for  the  office.2  The  successful  candidate  holds 
office  for  six  years,  is  remmierated  by  a  sum  fixed  by  the  coiinty  board,  and 
is  subject  to  removal  by  the  board. 

The  powers  and  duties  of  the  county  superintendent  of  highways  come  under 
the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  department  of  public  works  and  buildings,  and 
he  is  required  to  perform  such  duties  as  may  be  prescribed  under  the  direction 


1,  .L,_1913,  p.  524. 

2»  Between  the  years. 1913  and  1921  the  list  of  prospective  candidates  was 

required  to  be  submitted  to  the  state  highway  commission,   L.1913, 

p.  524»  L.1921,  p.  781;  Lcl933,  p.  960, 
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Construction  and  Maintenance  Records 


of  the  (state)  chief  highway  engineer,!  The  said  superintendent  exercises 
supervision  over  tovmship,  county  and  state-aid  roads,  bridges,  and  culverts 
in  his  county. 

His  principal  duties  are: 

1.  Preparing  plans,  specifications,  and  estimates  for 
all  bridges  to  be  built  by  the  co\inty, 

2.  Supervising  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  county 
roads  and  bridges,  and  state -aid  roads. 

3»  Inspecting  the  highways  and  bridges  in  each  town  or 
district  of  his  county  at  least  once  a  year, 

4,  Advising  and  directing  the  highway  commissioners  in 
each  town  or  district  as  to  the  best  methods  of  re- 
pair, maintenance,  and  improvement  of  high;^rays  and 
bridges. 

5.  Approving  any  purchase  in  excess  of  $200  for  materials, 
machinery,  or  apparatus  to  be  used  in  road  construction 
in  any  town  or  district, 2 

He  is  required  to  keep  the  following  records: 

1,  Records  of  contracts,  purchases,  and  expenditures 
authorized  by  himself,  the  county  board,  or  town- 
ship commissions. 

2,  Maps,  plats,  blueprints,  specifications,  etc., 
arising  in  his  supervision  of  roads  and  bridges, 
or  the  planning  of  now  construction. 

3,  Accounts  of  the  funds  handled  by  his  office, 

4,  Reports  from  other  officers  or  bodies  touching  upon 
the  affairs  of  his  office;  copies  of  his  own  reports 
on  the  administration  of  his  office;  related  papers, 3 


Constrxiction  and  Maintenance  Records 
(See  also  entry  16) 

241.   (MSCELLAIIEOUS  HIGKYAY  PAPERS),  1914--.   25  f.b. 
Highway  department  papers  including  road,  bridge,  and  culvert  contracts, 
petitions  for  roads,  state  notices,  highway  commissioners'  monthly  reports, 
accident  reports,  labor  reports,  certificates  of  publication,  and  cards 
showing  location  of  bridges  and  culverts  ivlth  date  built,  cost,  and  key  to 
blueprint.  Also  contains  Crusher  Records,  1935 — ,  entry  242,  and  Record  of 
Equipment  Rental  Services,  1914-34,  entry  243.  Arr.  chron.  No  index, 
ll-g-  X  12-|-  X  23  -  2  X  15  X  12  -  6  X  9  X  15,   Off,  of  supt.  of  hwys.,  2nd  fl. 


1,  L.1921,  p.  781;  L.1933,  p.  960. 

2,  L.1913,  p.  523-26. 

3,  L,1913,  p.  525,526. 
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Construction  and  Maintenance  Records 

242.  CRUSHER  RECORDS,  1933-34.   1  f.b,  1935--  in  (Miscellaneous 
Highway  Papers),  entry  241, 

Statements  of  anounts  of  stone  reduced  by  cmshers,  vrith  number  of  loads  of 
grayel  used  on  highways,  showing  location  pf  roads  by  townships,  district, 
and  route  number,  date  received,  and  total  loads  and  cubic  yards  used. 
Arr»  chron.  No  index.  2|-  x  &|  x  9-|.   Off.  of  supt».of  hwys,,  2nd  fl, 

243.  RECORD  OF  EQUIPMENT  RENTAL  SERVICES,  1935--.   1  f.b. 
1914-34  in  (Miscellaneous  Highway  Papers),  entry  241. 

Reports  of  rental  equipment  used  in  the  construction  of  county  roads,  show- 
ing order  number,  name  of  ov/nor  of  equipment,  description  of  equipment,  includ- 
ing license  number  on  trucks,  number. of  days  or  hours  service,  rental, rate, 
and  date  an.d  total  amoxmt  paid,  Arr.  alph,  by  name  of  party  owning 
equipment.  No  index.  11^  x  15  x  23.  Off.  of  supt.  of  hwys.,  2nd  fl, 

244.  (MINUTES  OF  THE  SPECIAL  RIGHT  OF  WAY  COMMITTEE),  1850--.   13  v. 
Minutes  of  special  right  of  way  committee  of  county  board  of  supervisors, 
showing  record  of  bids  submitted  for  contracts  pertaining  to  highway 
construction,  of  bids  for  moving  buildings  and  fences  on  new  right  of  way, 
and  widening  old  rights  of  way;  also  showing  copy  of  signed  dedications 

to  right  of  \^y,.and  amount  to  be  paid  grantor  pursuant  to  advice  of  state's 
attorney.  Arr.  chron.  No  index.  Typed.  200  p.  -  356  p.  10  x  7-|-  x  1  - 
14  X  8_x  2.  Off.  of  supt,  of  hwys.,  2nd  fl. 

245.  RECORD  BOOK,  1914—.   1  v. 

Account  book  showing  amounts  for  roads,  bridges,  and  culverts  by  townships, 
including  receipts,  date,  amount,  and  source  of  ta.xation;  also  showing  items 
of  expenditures  on  construction,  repairing,  grading  roads,  and  purchase  of 
machinery  and  supplies.  Also  contains  Accounts  Receivable  -  Invoice  Register, 
1914-31, .entry. 243;  Claim. Register,  1914-31,  entry  25$;  and  Monthly  Report  on 
Condition  of  Highway  Funds,  1914-31,  entry  254,  Arr,  alph.  by  name  of  t'.'rp. 
No  index.  Hdw,  on  pr.  fm.  125  p.  14^  x  9  x  1-i,  Off.  of  supt,  of  hwys,, 
2nd  fl, 

246.  MISCELLANEOUS  RECORD,  1933—.   1  v. 

Cost  acco'onts  of  roads  and  bridges,  showing  name  and  address  of  contractor, 
name  of  bonding  company,  amount  and  date  of  bond,  date  and  amoiint  of  approp- 
riation, date  contract  awarded  and  completed,  route  ntimber,  and  location, 
class  of  work,  total  mileage,  date,  n\imber,  and  total  amount  of  claim,  and 
number  and  kind  of  bridges.  Also  contains  Road  and  Bridge  Accounts,  1935—, 
entry  249,  Arr,  chron.  No  index,  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm,  500  p,  17-|-  x  12  x  3, 
Off,  of  supt,  of  hwys,,  2nd  fl, 

247.  COUNTY  MOTOR  FUEL  TAX  ALLOTMENT  RECORD,  1931—.   1  r. 
Accounts  of  county  motor  fuel  tax  allotments,  showing  date  and  amount  of 
funds  received  from  motor  fuel  tax,  amounts  distributed  for  road  purposes 
to  each  township  and  district, . total  amount  distributed,  and  total  balance 
available.  Arr,  chron.  No  index,  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm,  150  p,  12  x  10  x  1, 
Off,  of  supt,  of  hwys.,  2nd  fl. 
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Claims;  Warrants 

248.  ACCOUNTS  RECEIVABLE  -  INVOICE  EEGISTER,  1932—.   1  v.  1914-31  in 
Record  Book,  entry  245. 

Statement  of  accounts  receivable  for  deposit  in  road  and  "bridge,  and  county 
highway  funds,  showing  date,  number  and  amount  of  invoice,  to  whom  issued, 
for  what  purpose,  and  dates  collected  and  deposited.  Arr.  chron.  No  index. 
Hdw,  on  pr.  fm.  200  p.  11  x  15  x  1.  Off,  of  supt.  of  hwys.,  2nd  fl. 

249.  ROAD  AND  BRIDGE  ACCOUNTS,  1932-34.  2  v.  1935—  in  Miscellaneous 
Record,  entry  246. 

Statement  of  accouii.ts  for  roads  and  bridges ,  showing  number  of  account,  name 
and  address  of  contractor,  credit  rating  and  limit,  amount  of  funds  available, 
items  of  expenditures  on  contracts,  and  balance  of  funds  available.  Arr. 
alph,  by  name  of  contractor.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm,  400  p.  ll|-  x  10  x  2. 
Off.  of  supt.  of  hvjys.,  2nd  fl, 

250.  (MISCELLANEOUS  WoP,A.  PAPERS),  1933—.   10  f.b. 

Works  Progress  Administration  papers  including  reclassification  slips,  lists 
of  types  of  projects  with  names  of  project  sponsors,  project  proposals,  con- 
struction memoranda,  requisitions  for  workers  and  purchase  of  tracks,  inspec- 
tion reports,  and  notices  of  changes  in  work  status.  Arr.  by  project  no. 
No  index.  3  x  11-|  x  12,  Off,  of  supt.  of  hwys.,  2nd  fl, 

251.  TIME  REPORTS  W.  P.  A.  PROJECTS,  1935—.   1  f.b. 

Copies  of  time  reports  for  Works  Progress  Administration  projects,  showing 
number  and  nature  of  project,  name,  age,  sex,  identification  number,  and 
class  of  worker,  hours  assigned  payroll  period,  total  hours  worked,  amount 
and  date  of  checks  for  each  worker,  and  total  payroll,  Arr,  by  identifica- 
tion no.  No  index,  ll|-  x  15  x  23.  Off,  of  supt,  of  hwys,,  2nd  fl. 

Claims 

252.  CLAIM  REGISTER,  1932—.  1  v.  1914-31  in  Record  Book,  entry  245, 
Register  of  highway  claims,  showing  date  and  number  of  claim,  purchase  and 
requisition  numbers,  dates  amount,  and  purpose  for  which  requisition  issued 
and  against  what  fund  drawn,  amount  and  number  of  claims  charged  each  town- 
ship and  school  district,  and  total  amount  of  claims,  Arr,  alph,  by  name  of 
claimant.  No  indox,  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm,  650  p,  12  x  17^  x  3,  Off.  of  supt, 
of  hwys.,  2nd  fl. 

Warrants 
(See  also  entries  7,  209) 

253.  COUNTY  HIGHWAY  WARRANTS  CANCELLED,  1932—.   1  v. 

Register  of  cancelled  county  highway  warrants,  showing  dates,  numbers,  and 
amounts  of  cancelled  warr.ar.ts  issued  against  motor  fuel  tax,  and  road  and 
bridge  funds,  amounts  distributed  to  each  township  and  district,  and  date  of 
cancellation  by  bank,  Arr^  by  warrant  no.  No  index.  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm, 
250  p,  12  X  12  X  l|.  Off,  of  supt.  of  hwys.,  2nd  fl. 
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Reports;  Surveys 


Reports 

254,  MONTHLY  REPORT  ON  CONDITION  OF  HIGHWAY  FUNDS,  1932 — .   1  v. 
1914-31  in  Record  Book,  entry  245, 
Report  of  county  treasurer  on  condition  of  highway  funds  to  county  board 
and  county  superintendent  of  highways,  showing  amount  of  fund,  deposits 
for  month,  balancG.in  fund  less  claims  in  transit,  and  le^s  commitments 
and  unpaid  obligations,  and  fund  surplus  or  deficit.  Arr,  chron.  No 
index.  HdT.  on  pr.  fm.  350  p.  12  x  9  x  1.  Off.  of  supt.  of  hwys. , 
2nd  fl. 


Surveys,  Maps  an<J.  Plats 

255.  ENGINEER'S  FIELD  BOOKS,  1931—.  22  v. 

Engineeji's'  field  bQoks  showing  surveys,  of  proposed. roads,  location  by  town- 
ship and  district,  and. complete. specif i cations  used  in  estimated  costs  of 
final  construction.  Arr.  by  sec,  twp.,  and  range.  No  index.  Hdw, 
100  p.  .7  X  5  X  -a".  Off.  of  5upt.  pf  hwys.,  2nd  fl. 

256.  ROAD  PLATS,  1884—.  1  v.  Last  correction  1913. 

Copies  of  township  maps,  showing  plats  of  roads  with  names  of  township 
and  town  clerk,  sections,  school  districts,  road  districts,  dat9  of  plat, 
and  date  of  filing  for  recordation,  .Hand-drawn  and  hdw,  on  pr..fm.  by 
county  surveyor.  Published  in  Freeport,  Illinois.  Arr,  by  twp,  and 
range.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  twp.  290  p.  18  x  12  x  li.  Co.  elk, *s 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 

257.  MAP  OF  STEPHENSON  COUNTY,  1923.  1  map. 

Communications  and  political  map  showing  roads,  railroads,  school  districts, 
towns  and  villages,  townships,  and  congressional  districts.  Publisher, 
Ford,  Hardacre  Map  Co.,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  Printed  and  colored.  Writing 
and  paper  poor.  1-g-  in.  to  1  mi.  32  x  40,  .Co,  elk, 's  main  off.,  1st  fl, 

258.  (MAPS  OF  HIGHWAYS),  1914—.   6  f,d,  (3000  maps). 
Communication  maps  showing  location  and  specifications  of  highways,  bridges, 
and  culverts  in  county  and  townships,  with. sections,  and  road  cr^ss  sections. 
Arr*  by  sec,  twp,,  and.  range.  No  index..  Author,  .Oscar  G,  Hixley,  co-unty 
surveyor.  Published  in  Freeport,  Illinois.  Blueprint.  36  x  20. 

F.d.  25  X  40  X  22,   Off,  of  supt,  of  hwys,,  2nd  fl. 

259.  W.P.A.  PROJECTS  STEPHENSON  COUNTY,  1933-34.   1  chart. 
Communication  chart  showing  nine  Works  Progress  Administ^ration  highway 
projects  with  amount  appropriated  for  each  and  percentage  of  completion. 
Artist,  William  Tracy,  Freeport,  Illinois,  Paper  soiled,  22-|-  x  28, 
Off,  of  supt.  of  hwys.,  2nd  fl. 
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XX.   SURVEYOR 


The  county  surveyor  was  elected  by  the  electorate  in  Stephenson  Covmty 
from  its  organization  in  1837  until  1936.1  Since  September  of  the  latter 
date,  the  surveyor  has  been  an  appointee  of  the  county  board  of  supervisors. 
Before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  he  takes  and  subscribes  to  an 
oath  vjhich  is  filed  in  the  county  clerk's  office. 

This  official  is  required  by  la^v  to  make  all  surveys  within  the  bounds 
of  his  county  that  he  may  be  called  upon  to  make  by  the  county  board  or. in- 
terested persons.   Such  surveys  include  surveys  of  lands  of  persons  request- 
ing the  same,  of  additions  or  subdivisions,  and  narking  of  county  lin(?s« 
Few  changes  have  been  made  in  the  original  statutory  requirements  for  the 
duties. of  this  office.  The  surveyor  may  appoint  one  or  more  deputies. 
Chairmen  approved  by  the  surveyor  are  employed  by  persons  requesting  a 
survey. 

The  county  surveyor  is  required  by  law  to  keep  a  well-bo\ind  book  in 
vriiich  he  records  all  surveys  made  by  him,  giving  such  information  as  the 
name  of  the  person  whose  land  is  surveyed  and  descriptive  data  of  the 
survey.  This  record  is  required  to  be  kept  by  the  surveyor  in  the  recorder's 
office.  The  surveyor  also  preserves  his  field  notes  and  retains  copies 
of  plats, 2 

260.  SURVEYOR'S  RECORD,  1840—.   6  v.  (l-3,  A,  I,  1  not  labeled). 
Record  of  certified  surveys,  made  at  request  of  land  owners,  showing  name. and 
address  of  land  owner,  legal  description  of  land,  date,  and.af fid9.vit  of 
surveyor.  Ayr,  chron.  Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  land  owner.  Hdw,  144  p,  - 
600  p,  -  139  p.  12i  X  8  X  1  -  18  X  12|  X  3  -  21^  x  18^  x  l^.   Cir,  elk. 's 
off.,  1st  fl. 

261.  im^ORANDUM  0?  SURVEYOR'S  REPORTS,  1853-84,   16  v.  Discontinued. 
Reports  (?f  surveyors,  showing  names  of  property  OTrr^er   and  suryeyor, .  date,  and 
diagram  of .survey,  location  and  legal  description  of  property,  Arr,  chron. 
No  index,  Hdw,   Writing  faded,  paper  poor,   100  p,  5  x  4  x  g,   Cir,  elk. 's 
vlt,,  bsrat. 


1,  L.1835,  p,  166;  L.1837,  p,  558;  R.S.1845,  p,  524;  R.S.1874,  p.  456,1050; 
L,1903,  p,  349;  L.1933,  p.  il04. 

2.  L.1821.  p,  634;  R, 1.1829,  p,  173;  R.L.1853,  p,  582,599,600;  L.1845, 
p,  201;  R.S.1845,  p,  524;  R.S.ie74,  p,  1050;  L,1835,  p,  248;  L.1916, 
p.  575;  L,1933,  p,  1104;  L.1935,  p,  2416, 
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262.   PUBLIC  SURVEYS  OF  STEPHEIJSON  COUTTY,  1849.   1  v.   Obsolete. 
Field  notes  of  survey  of  public  lands,  by  tovmships,  as  certified  by  Sur- 
veyor General  of  the  United  Str.tes  to  Surveyor  General  Levds  Clark;  also 
includes  survey  of  the  southern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  Arr, 
by  t\Tp«  no,  IIo  index,  Hdv;-.  Tfriting  faded,  paper  very  poor.   592  p. 
8  X  7-g  X  2-3-,   Cir.  clli,  »s  vlt. ,  bsmt. 


XXI.   COUIJTY  HOME 


One  phase  of  public  assistance  in  Stephenson  County  is  administered  by 
the  county  home.  All  county  poor  houses,  poor  farms  and  institutions  for 
the  support  and  care  of  indigents  in  Illinois  are  knovm  as  county  homes. 
County  poor  houses  and  farms  have  existed  in  this  state  under  statutory 
provisions  for  nearly  a  century.  The  legislation  creating  these  county 
eatablishments  for  the  indigent  has  changed  little  since  the  original  en- 
actments.  The  county  boards  of  the  various  counties  may  establish  a  county 
home  and  are  granted  the  follovring  powers: 

1.  To  acquire  by  purchase,  grant,  gift  or  devise,  a  suitable  tract 
or  tracts  upon  vriiich  to  erect  and  maintain  a  county  poor  house 
and  other  necessary  buildings,  and  for  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  a  farm  for  the  employment  of  the  poor, 

2.  To  receive  gifts  and  bequests  to  aid  in  the  erection  and  main- 
tenance of  "the  poor  house,  or  in  the  care  of  the  indigents. 

3.  To  n»ke  rules  or  regulations  for  same. 

4.  To  appoint  a  keeper  of  the  poor  house  and  all  necessary  agents 
and  servants  for  the  management  and  control  of  the  poor  house 
and  farm  and  prescribe  their  compensation  and  duties. 

5.  To  appoint  a  county  physician  and  prescribe  his  compensation 
and  duties. 

6.  To  appoint  an  agent  to  have  the  general  supervision  and  charge 
of  all  matters  in  relation  to  the  care  and  support  of  the  poor 
and  prescribe  his  compensation  and  duties. 

7.  To  make  the  necessary  appropriations  for  the  erection  and 
maintenance  of  the  comity  home. 

Records  of  the  county  home  are  prepared  and  kept  by  the  keeper  (super- 
intendent) of  the  said  home.  He  is  required  to  keep  an  account,  showing  the 
name  of  each  person  admitted  to  the  county  poor  house;  the  time  of  his  ad- 
mission. 


1.  L.1919,  p.  699;  L.1955,  p.  1058. 

2.  L.1839,  p.  139;  R.S.1845,  p.  404;  L.1861,  p.  180;  R.S.1874,  p.  757; 
L.1917,  p.  638;  L.1919,  p.  698;  L. 1935,  p.  1057,1058, 
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and  dischargo;  tho  place  of  his  "birth;  whether  his  dependence  resulted 
from  idiocy,  lunacy,  intemi;cranco,  or  other  causes,  stating  the  cause;  and 
is  required,  at  the  sane  time  each  year,  to  file  rith  the  county  clerk  of 
his  county  a  copy  of  the  same,  together  with  a  statement  showing  the  aver- 
age numher  of  persons  kept  in  the  poorhouso  each  month  during  tho  year.l 

263.  AliMSHOUSE  HEGIST3R,  1856—.   1  v. 

Register  of  inmates,  showing  name,  sex,  ago,  color,  occupation,  civil  condi- 
tions, hirthplace,  education,  health,  residence  and  hahits  of  inmate,  date 
of  admission,  supposed  cause  of  pauperism,  and  order  for  admission.  Arr, 
chron.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr,  hdgs,   175  p.  18  x  10  x  1-?;-.  Co,  home 
off,  safe,  1st  fl, 

264.  LEDGSR,  1914 — .  2  v.  No  prior  records. 

Account  ledger  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  showing  date,  nature  ,and 
amount  of  transaction,  source  from  which  received,  and  to  whom  paid,  Arr, 
chron.  No  index,  Hdw.   300  p.  18  x  12^^  x  2,  Co,  home  off.,  1st  fl, 
For  county  hoard  record  of  inmate  charges  to  each  township,  see 
entry  8. 


XXII.   COUIOTY  NUnSE 


A  public  health  nurse  assists  the  county  board  of  supervisors  in  the 
promotion  of  health  activities  and  welfare  in  Stephenson  County.  The 
county  nurse  is  certified  by  the  state  department  of  registration  and  educa- 
tion as  a  person  qualified  by  registration  and  examination  to  perform  the 
duties  of  a  public  health  nurse,  and  is  appointed  by  the  county  board  of 
supervisors. 2  Annually,  the  county  nurse  is  required  to  renew  his  or  her 
certificate  upon  payment  of  a  fee  to  the  state  department  of  registration 
and  education, 3  After  tho  issuance  of  the  certificate  to  practice,  the 
department  nay  suspend  or  revoke  such  certificate  for  any  of  the  causes  es- 
tablished by  law,'^  Any  order  for  revocation  or  suspension  may  be  reviewed 
by  the  circuit  court  of  Stephenson  County. 5 

The  duties  performed  by  the  county  nurse  are  those  considered  neces- 
sary for  the  public  welfare  by  the  county  board.  The  nurse  makes  written 


1.  R.S.1874.  p.  758. 

2.  L.19ol,  p.  732,735;  Lol957,  p.  998. 

3.  L.1937,  p.  1000. 

4.  Ibid  2. 

5.  L.1957,  p.  1002. 
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reports  to  the  state  department  of  public  health,  in  the  fom  and  at  times 
prescribed  by  the  department,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  coTinty  board  of 
supervisors  «1 

265.   (PUPILS  HEALTH  REPORTS),  1931—.   6  fob. 
Health  reports  of  pupils,  with  name  of  pupil,  date  of  health  inspection, 
grade,  age,  height,  \7Cight,  conplete  health  record,  condition  of  hone, 
names  and  address  of  parents,  occupation  of  father,  and  number  of  school 
district.  Arr.  alpho  hy  none  of  pu.pil.  No  index,  20  x  16  x  20.  Off, 
of  CO,  nurse,  3rd  fl. 


1.  L.1931,  p.  733;  Lol937,  p.  998, 
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1837-89 

1837— 

1837— 

1837— 

1857— 

1837— 

1837— 

1837— 

1839-1918 

1839-1934 

1839— 

1839— 


Cattle  Brands,  55 

Circuit  Clerk's  Miscellaneous  Records,  151 

County  Court  Record  (Proceedings  of  County 

and  Probate  Courts),  94 
Deed  Records,  71 
Index  County  Court  Records,  95 
Probate  Court  Records,  117 
Register  of  Marriages  (and  Record),  43 
Supervisors'  Record,  2. 
Justice  Docket  (Co.  Ct.),  108 
Court  Record  (Cir.  Clk. ) ,  150 
Estra^'  Record,  54 
Transcript  of  Delinquent  Taxes,  32 


1840-1849 


1840— 
1840— 
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1840— 
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1840— 
1840— 
1841— 

1842— 

1843-55 

1843-56 

1843-76 

1843— 

1843— 

1843— 

1843— 

1845— 

1846-54 

1846— 

1845— 

1847-88 

1847— 

1848— 

1849 


Cancelled  County  Orders,  9 

County  Clerk's  Miscellaneous  File,  67 

Co\mty  Court  Papers,  97 

General  Index  (Co.  Ct.),  93 

Marriage  Licenses,  42 

County  Commissioners'  and  Supervisors'  Minutes,  1 

Reports  to  Commissioners'  Court  and  to  Coiinty 

Board,  19 
Special  Assessment  Rolls,  29 
Surveyor's  Record,  260 

Fee  Books,  Chancery,  Common  Law,  and  Criminal 

(Cir,  Ct.),  166 
Will  Record,  119 

Certificates  of  Land  Patents,  87 

Miscellaneous  Naturalization  Records  (Cir,  Ct.),  178 
Land  Book  Stephenson  County,  88 
Cash  Book  (of  School  Commissioner  and 

Supt,  of  Sch.),  240 
General  Index  Grantor  and  Grantee,  70 
Index  to  Plats  (Rec),  92 
Plat  Book  (Rec),  91 
Entry  Book,  68 

County  Record  (Damage  Proceedings),  153 
Mortgage  Record,  77 
Transcript  Record  (Cir,  Ct,),  155 
Certificate  of  Levy  and  Sale,  81 
County  Orders  (Warrants),  10 
Jurors  Certificates  (Cir,  Ct,),  171 
Public  Surveys  of  Stephenson  County  262 
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1849— 


Tax  Judgment  Record  (Tax  Judgment,  Sale,  Re- 
demption, and  Forfeiture  Record) ,  33 


1850-1859 


1850-59 

1850— 

1851-89 

1851— 

1852— 

1853-84 

1853— 

1853— 

1855— 

1855— 

1856— 

1857-75 

1857-83 

1857-1930 

1857-1930 

1857— 

1857— 

1857— 

1857— 

1858-79 

1858-79 

1858-94 

1858— 

1858— 

1858— 

1858— 
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1858— 

1859— 

1859— 

1859— 
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Record  of  School  Districts*  237 

Minutes  of  the  Special  Right  of  Way  Committee,  244 

Judgment  Docket  (Cir.  Ct.).  163 

Real  Estate  Sale  Record,  130 

Judgment  and  Execution  Docket  (Cir.  Ct.),  164 

Memorandum  of  Surveyor's  Reports,  261 

Delinquent  Taxes  (Coll.)t  199 

Probate  Fee  Book,  144 

Collectors'  Books,  31 

Probate  Estate  Docket,  142 

Almshouse  Register,  263 

Foe  Book  Defaults,  167 

Fee  Book,  Confessions,  168 

Certificates  of  Naturalization  (Cir,  Ct,),  177 

Record  of  Declaration  of  Intention  (Cir,  Ct.),  179 

Chattel  Mortgages,  79 

Minutes  Records  Court  Sessions,  146 

Office  Docket  (Judge's  -  Cir.  Ct.),  160 

Register  Jurors'  Certificates,  6 

Circuit  Court  Docket,  157 

Court  Docket  (Cir.  Ct.),  1'58 

Bar  Docket  (Cir.  Ct.),  162 

Apjjraisement  Record,  126 

Administrators'  Bonds  and  Letters,  120 

Assessors'  Books,  23 

Executors'  Bonds  and  Letters,  123 

Guardians '  Record,  122 

Judges'  Docket  Guardian's  and  Conservators,  139 

Inventory  Record,  125 

Probate  Judgment  Docket,  140 

Probate  Judgment  Docket  Index,  Direct  and 

Indirect,  141 
Sale  Record  Personal  Property,  131 
Sheriff's  and  Master's  Certificate  of  Sale 

Record,  82 


1860-1869 


1860— 

1861-62 

1861-79 

1861— 

1861— 

1861— 

1864-94 

1864— 

1865-1915 


School  District  Plats  (Co.  Clk.),  34 

Militia  Roll  Record,  53 

Commissioner's  Record  of  Examination  of 

Teachers,  219 
Annual  Report  of  Coxmty  Superintendent  of 

Scho-ls,  228 
Ledger  Cash  Book  (Cir.  Ct.),  181 
Register  of  Officers,  44 
Town  Collectors'  Account,  197 
Soldiers'  Discharge  Record,  83 
Additional  Bond  Record,  124 
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(1866-1879) 


1866-67 

1867-70 

1867-71 

1867-86 

1868-73 

1868— 

1869 

1869-89 

1869— 


Record  of  Decrees,  129 

Delinquent  and  Railroad  Taxes  (Coll.),  200 
Guardians*  Ledger,  135 
Treasurer's  Cash  Book,  204 
Entry  of  Conveyances,  69 
Release  Record,  78 

Affidavit  of  Notice  to  Creditors,  128 
Certificates  of  Plats,  Plat  Book  A,  90 
Register  of  County  Orders,  Highway  and 

Tuberculosis,  209 


1870-1879 


1871-1904 

1871— 

1871— 

1872-77 

1872-80 

1872-81 

1872-93 

1872-93 

1872-1934 

1872— 

1872— 

1872— 

1072— 

1872— 

1873-1902 

1873-1931 

1874 

1075-76 

1075-77 

1876-1906 

1876-1925 

1376— 

1876— 

1876— 

1076— 

1077— 

1077— 

1077— 

1078-1918 

1070-1910 

1878-1930 

1878— 

1878— 

1878— 

1879-83 

1879— 

1879— 


Letters  (Miscellaneous  -  Co.  Bd.),  18 

Recognizance. Record,  172 

Register  of  County  Orders,  5 

Day  Book  (Co.  Bd. ) ,  13 

Sheriff's  Execution  Docket  (Execution  and 

Process  Docket),  134 
Record  (Finance  Committee  -  Co.  Bd.),  14 
Praecipes  for  Execution,  100 
Tax  Certificate  Stubs,  198 
Judgment  Docket  (Co,  Ct.),  104 
County  Collector's. Account,  194 
County  Treasurer's  Account  County  Funds,  203 
Judges'  Docket  (Co.  Ct.),  102 
Judge's  Docket  (Pro..Ct.),  137 
Jury  List  (Co.  Bd. ) ,  21 
Execution  Docket  (Co.  Ct.),  105 
School  Tax  Certificates,  196 
Praecipe  for  Subpoena,  99 
Payments  from  Refunding  Fiuid  (Treas.),  205 
Jail  Coramittee,  15 

Naturalization  Record  (Co.  Ct.),  115 
State's  Attorneys'  Reports  to  Circuit  Court,  169 
Applications  for  Marriage  License,  41 
Docket  Cities  and  Towns,  22. 
Railroad  Book  (Co.  Clk.),  25 
Register  of  Court  Fees  (Cir.  Ct.),  165 
County  Superintendent's  Examination  and 

Certificate  Record,  210 
Criminal  Record  (Cir.  Ct,),  149 
PJiysicians  Certificate  Record,  47 
Register  of  Births  (Record),  37 
Register  of  Deaths  (Record),  40 
Petitions  for  Naturalization  (Cir.  Ct,),  180 
County  Clerk's  Account  with  Registrar  of 

Births  and  Deaths,  64 
Birth  Certificates,  35 
Death  Certificates,  38 
Township  Clerks'  Account  Book,  8 
Estate  Fund  Book,  207 

Miscellaneous  Record  (Circuit  Court  Proceedings), 

152 
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1880-1889 


1880-81 

1882— 

1882— 

1882— 

1883— 

1884— 

1887-1901 

1887-1911 

1887— 

1887— 

1887— 

1887— 

1887— 


1887— 
1888— 
1888— 
1888— 
1888— 
1888— 
1889-1918 


Tax  Collections,  30 

Administrators'  and  Executors!  Record,  133 

Guardians'  and  Conservators'  Report  Record,  134 

Law  and  Criminal  Fee  Book  (Co,  Ct,),  110 

Superintendent's  Teachers.'  Institute  Record,  215 

Road  Plats,  256 

Office  Expense  Book  (Supt,  of  Sch.),  239 

County  Court  Record  Claims  Contested,  96 

Certificates  of  Incorporation,  89 

Co\mty  Court  Claims  Record  (Probate),  118 

Docket  of  Liens,  161 

Register  of  Hiysicians  and  Accoucheurs,  46 

Superintendents  Record  of  Diplomas  Granted  to 

Pupils  of  the  Public  Schools, 
Stephenson  County,  222 
Superintendents  Record  of  Final  Examination,  223 
Assessment  and  Statement  of  Taxes,  28 
County  Clerk's  Report  to  Auditor,  66 
County  Court  Docket,  101 

Guardians'  Record  Sale  of  Real  Estate,  132 
Index  to  Board  of  Supervisors'  Record,  3 
Township  Treasurers'  and  Collectors'  Bond 

Record,  61 


1890-1899 


1890-1910 

1890-1932 

1891— 

1892— 

1393— 

1896-1901 

1897-1911 

1897-1911 

1897-1925 

1899 


Fines  and  Forfeitures  Record  (Co.  Ct,),  111 

Minutes,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  233 

Widow's  Relinquishment  and  Selection  Record,  127 

Abstract  of  Assessment  of  Taxes,  27 

Insanity  Docket,  106 

County  Warrants  English  Sparrows  (Bo\inty),  211 

Architects  License. Record,  52 

Architect  Record,  51 

Parole  Record  (Cir,  Ct.),  175 

Complaint  Docket  Board  of  Review,  192 
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1900— 
1902-3 
1902-5 
1902— 

1903-10 

1903-19 

1903— 

1904 

1905-13 


County  Treasurer's  Miscellaneous  Files,  212 

Fee  Book  Common  Law  (Co.  Ct.),  109 

Guardians'  and  Conservators'  Fee  Book,  145 

Veterinary  License  Record,  48 

County  Clerk's  Account  with  Physicians,  65 

Teachers'  Examination,  221 

Record  of  Service  Public  Schools  of  Stephenson 

.  County,  Illinois,  217 
Record  (Navy  Examinations),  227 
Record  (Examination  (^acstions),  224 
Record  of  Pensions  for  the  Blind,  11 
Election  Judges  Book,  57 
Land  and  Personal  Road  Tax  List,  26 
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1905— 
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1906— 
1907-9 
1907— 
1907— 
1908— 

1909-31 
1909— 


Coroner's  Record,  138 

County  Coroner's  Lliscellaneous  lepers*  189 

Probate  Documents,  116 

Crow  and  Ground  Hog  Bounty,  210 

Court  Docket  Transfer  (Judge's),  159 

Marginal  Index,  Grantor  and  Grantee  (Rec, ),  72 

Index  to  Bonds  (Docket  and  Record  of  Examination 

Official  Bonds),  60 
Visitation  Record  (Supt,  of  Sch. )»  229 
Register  Certificate  of  Kurses,  50 
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1916-25 
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1917 
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1916— 
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1919— 
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Stallion  Register,  84 

Jail  Register,  136 

Probation  Court  Record  (Cir.  Ct, )*  174 

Inheritance  Tax,  136 

Institutional  Credit  Blank  (Supt.  of  Sch. )»  220 

Ledger  (County  Home),  264 

llaps  of  Highways,  258 

Miscellaneous  Highivay  P&pers,  241 

Record  Book  (Supt.  of  Hv;ys.),  245 

Tovmship  Treasiirers*  Annual  Reports  (to  Supt.  of 

Sch. ),  232 
Trustees  Annual  Report  (to  Supt,  of  Sch. ),  231 
Minute  Book  (Bd,  of  Supervisors),  4 
Teachers  Permanent  Record,  216 
Township  Treasurers'  Bonds,  236 
Judges  Docket  Feeble-minded,  107 
Estate  Claim  Docket,  143 
Mothers*  Pension  Record,  114 
Record  of  Optometry,  49 
Register  of  Names  of  Lands,  85 
Bail  Bond  Record,  173 
Highvray  Bond  Register,  16 

Illinois  Non-High  School  District  Record,  226 
Poll  Books,  59 

Receipts  and  Expenditures  (Co,  Clk. ),  63 
Sheriff's  Receipts  and  E;cpenditures,  187 
Trust  Doed  Record,  73 
Cash  Tax  Book  (Coll.),  195 
Index  to  Births,  56 
Index  to  Deaths,  39 
Telephone  and  Telegraph  (List  of  tax  levies),  24 


1920-1929 


1920-29 

1920— 
1920 — 
1920— 
1920— 
1920— 


Itetitions  for  Nominating  Lfembcrs  of  Community  High 

School  Board,  235 
Assessors  Bond  Record,  62 

County  Treasurer  Record  of  County  Clorks  Report,  201 
Dog  License  Fund,  208 

Form  "A"  Teacher's  Pension  Retirement  Fund,  214 
Transfer  Judges'  Docket  (Pro.  Ct. ),  138 


Chronological  Index 
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(1921-1935) 


1921— 

1921— 

1922-32 

1923 

1924-26 

1924— 

1924— 

1924— 

1924— 

1924— 

1926— 

1926— 

1927— 

1928— 

1928— 

1928— 

1928— 

1929— 

1929— 


Dedication  of  Right  of  Way,  86 

Record  Dog  Liconse,  56 

Register  of  County  Highway  Orders,  7 

Map  of  Stephenson  County  (Supt.  of  Hwys,),  257 

Index  to  Citizenship,  176 

Cemetery  Association  Report,  20 

Claim  Record  (Co.  Bd. ),  12 

De  Bonis  Non  with  Will  Annexed  Record,  121 

Institute  Fund  Record  (Treas,)*  206 

Superintendents  Record  of  Distribution  F\md,  213 

List  of  School  Officers,  2  34 

Quit  Claim  Deed  Record,  74 

Deed  Record,  C,  I.I.  and  St,  P.  (Rec,)»  75 

Alimony  and  Support  Record,  182 

Certificates  of  Evidence,  183 

Index  to  Peoples  and  other  Cases  (Co,  Ct. ),  98 

Register  of  School  Bonds,  17 

Certificates  of  Attendance  from  Non-High  School 

Districts,  225 
Jurors  Record  (Cir,  Ct, ),  170 


1930— 


1930— 
1931— 

1931— 
1931— 
1932-34 
1932— 

1932— 

1932— 

1932— 

1932— 

1932— 

1932— 

1932— 

1933-34 

1933-34 

1933— 
1933— 
1933— 
1933— 
1935— 
1934— 
1935— 
1935— 
1935— 
1935— 
1935— 
1935— 
1935— 
1935— 


Teachers  Annual  Report,  230 

County  Fiotor  Fuel  Tax  Allotment  Record,  247 

Engineer's  Field  Books,  255 

Pupils  Health  Reports,  265 

Road  and  Bridge  Accounts,  249 

Accounts  Receivable  -  Invoice  Register  (Supt.  of 

Hwys.),  248 
Appropriation  Ledger  (Treas.),  202 
Assessors  Record  of  Dog  Licenses,  191 
Claim  Register  (Supt.  of  Hwys,),  252 
County  Highway  Warrants  Cancelled,  253 
Illinois  Register  of  Voters,  58 

Monthly  Report  on  Condition  of  Highv/ay  Funds,  254 
Recognizance  Cash  Bail,  112 
Crush.er  Records,  242 
W.P.A.  Projects  Stephenson  County  (Chart  -  Supt. 

of  Hwys,),  259 
Bank  Receivership  Records,  154 
Chattel  Mortgages,  80 

Miscellaneous  Record  (Supt,  of  Hwys.),  246 
Miscellaneous  Vf.P.A,  P&pors  (Supt.  of  Hv<n/-s.),  250 
Probation  Record  (Co.  Ct, ),  113 
Master's  Deed  Record,  76 
Cliancery  Record,  148 

Court  Record  Common  Law, (Cir,  Ct. ),  147 
Judgment  and  Execution  Docket  (Co.  Ct. ),  103 
Record  of  Equipment  Rental  Services,  243 
Register  of  Notaries,  45 
Sheriff's  Miscellaneous  ftipers,  185 
Tax  Schedule  (Supervisor  of  Assessments),  190 
Time  Reports  W.P.A.  Projects  (Supt,  of  Hv;ys.),  251 
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Chronologicsal  Index  (1935-1936) 

1935—  Receipts  (Supt,  of  Sch. ),  238 

1936—  Judgments  on  Cognovits  Court  Record  (Cir,  Ct.),  156 
1956—  Real  and  Personal  Property  Tax  Statements 

(Co.  Coll.),  193 
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(Aba-Awa ) 


SUBJECT  INDEX 
(Figures  refer  to  inventory  numbers  unlose  un- 
derscored; underscored  figures  refer  to  pages) 


Abatement  lists,  32 
Abbreviations  and  symbols 
used  in  inventory, 

29,   30 
Abstracts 

of  assessments,  27 
of  taxes,  67 
of  votes,  67 
Accoucheurs,  Register  of,  46 
Accounts 
See  also  Cash;  Fees;  Funds; 
Receipts  and  ex- 
penditures 
birth  and  death 
coionty  clerks,  64 

with  physicians,  65 
treasurer's,  201 
bridge  and  road,  249 
collector' s 
cotmty,  194 
town,  197 
of  county  funds,  treas- 
urer's, 203 
county  poor  farm,  8 
of  estate  funds,  207 
non-high  school,  226 
receivable,  highway,  248 
Addams ,  Jane ,  4 

last  will  of7  152 
Administrator(s) 
See  also  Estate;  Executor; 
Probate  court;  Wills 
bonds,  67,  116,  120 
additional,  124 
for  sale  of  real  estate,  130 
de  bonis  non,  121 
inventories,  125 
letters,  116,  117,  120 
oaths,  116,  120 
petitions,  116,  120 
public,  20,  70 
record  (bonds,  letters, 

oaths,  petitions),  120 
reports,  116,  117,  133 
with  will  annexed,  121 


Adult  probation  officer, 

see  Probation 
Affidavits 

of  notice  to  creditors,  128 
witness,  115,  151,  152, 

177-180,  189 
Aliens,  see  Naturalization 
Alimony  and  support  record,  182 
Allcrnents,  motor  fuel  tax,  247 
Alinr.liouGe,  see  County  home 
Annapolis  Naval  Academy, 
examinations  for 
admission,  227 
Appeals  in  county  court,  63 

docvmionts,  97 
Applications 

for  blind  benefits,  11 
for  marriage  licenses,  41 
for  mothers'  pension,  67 
Appointment 

of  county  officers,  see 

under  title  of  officer 
in  probate,  see  under  title 
of  appointee 
Appraisal,  estate,  116,  117 
Appraisement  records,  126 
Appraiser's  oaths,  126 
Appropriation  ledger,  treas- 
urer's, 202 
Architects'  licenses,  51,  52 
Army,  see  Soldiers 
Articles  of  incorporation,  city 

of  Freeport,  2 
Assessments 
Sec  also  Tax 
supervisor  of,  see  Supervisor 
Assessor 

county,  see  Supervisor  of" 

assessments 
township,  bonds,  62 
Atkins,  Smith  D.,  4 
Attorney,  state's,  see  State's 

attorney 
Awards,  widows',    see  Vifidow 
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Subject  Index 


(Bai-Cer) 


Bail  bond  records,  112,  173 
Baker,  William,  &,   _9 
Bonk  receivership  rec- 
ords, 154 
Bar  docket,  circuit  court,  162 
Bids  on  highway  construc- 
tion, 244 
Bills 

allowed  by  board  of  super- 
visors, 2 
of  sale,  152 
Births 
See  also  Vital  statistics 
reports,  covmty  clerk's 
accounts  of,  64,  65 
treasurer's  record  of, 

201 
Black  Hawk 
Chief,  5_,  £ 
state  park,  5 
war,  4,  6 
Blind  ~  ~ 

examiner,  see  Examiner 
pensions,  see  Pensions 
Board 

of  revievT,  see  Review- 
school,  see  School 
of  supervisors.  County, 
see  Supervisors 
Bond  issues 
highway,  16 

school.  Register  of,  17 
Bonds 

bail,  112,  173 
circuit  clerk's,  81 
collectors',  tovmsTiip,  61 
county  clerk's,  39 
official (s),  212 

register  of,  60 
of  probate  appointees, 

see  under  title  of 

appointee 
recognizance,  172,  185 
school  trustees',  106 
sheriff's,  _91 
treasurers' 
county,  105 

township,  61,  152,  236 
Bounty 

crow  and  ground-hog,  210 
English  sparrow,  211 


Brands,  cattle,  55 
Brewster's  Ferry,  8 
Bridge(s) 
See  also  Highways;  Roads 

accounts,  245,  246,  249 

contracts,  241 

fund,  see  Funds 
Brocklin,  Conrad  von,  10 
Buckley,  William  M,,  iTT 
Bulkley,  Frederick  D.,  9_ 
Burchard,  Horatio  Chapin,  _4 

Cadwell,  George,  10 
Cash  books 
See  also  Account;  Fees;  Funds; 
Receipts  and  expenditures 
superintendent  of  schools,  240 
treasurer's,  204 
Cattle  brands,  55 
Cemetery  association, 

reports,  20 
Certificates 
See  also  License 
of  attendance,  school,  225 
birth,  35,  67 

index  to,  36 
chiropodists,  46 
for  citizenship,  see 

Naturalization 
death,  38,  67 

index  to,  39 
dentists',  46 

of  discharge,  prisoners',  175 
of  evidence,  183 
of  incorporation,  89,  152 
jury,  171,  209 

register  of,  6 
land  patent,  87 
of  levy 
master's,  151 
sheriff's,  81 
nurses'.  Register  of,  50 
opt  omet ri  st  s ' ,  49 
osteopaths',  46 
physicians',  47 
of  publication,  241 
of  sale 

master's,  82 
sheriff's,  81,  82 
stallion,  84 
tax,  196,  198 
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Subject  Index 


(Cer-Col) 


Certificates  (continued) 

teachers',  218 
Chancery,  see  Circuit  court; 

Master-in-chancory 
Chattel (s) 
See  also  Personal  property 
mortgages,  see  Mortgage 
Chicago,  Ililv/aukee,  and 

St.  Paul  railroad 

deeds,  75 
Children,  see  Juvenile 
Chiropodists' ,  register  of,  46 
Circuit  court 
appeals  to,  79 
clerk  of 
bond  and  oath,  81 
duties,  20,  81-83  " 
ex-officio  recorder,  22,  52 
first  inc\ambent,  9 
minutes,  146 
office  of,  26 
receipts  an'3~expendituros, 

ledger  of,  181 
dockets 
bar,  162 
chancery,  common  law,  and 

criminal,  157,  158 
court,  158 

transfer,  159 
judge's,  159,  160 
judgment,  163 

and  execution,  164 
lien,  161 
exhibits,  183 

fee  books  (court  costs),  165-166 
files 

bank  receivership,  154 
miscellaneous,  151 
first  session,  9 
jurisdiction  an"3  f\inctions 

of,  20,  78-80 
minutes,  146 
records 

alimony  and  support,  182 
bail  bond,  173 
chancery,  148,  150 
common  law,  147,  150 
confession,  150 
criminal,  149,  150 
damage,  153 
default,  150 
divorce,  150 


Circuit  court 

records  (continued) 
judgments 

on  cognovit,  156 
by  confession,  150 
miscellaneous,  152 
naturalization,  177-180 

index  to  (177),  176 
parole,  175 
probation,  174 
recognizance,  172 
reporters,  80 
transcripts,  155 
Circuit  court  docket,  157 
Cities,  see  under  names  of 

individual  cities 
Civil 

cases,  see  Common  law  under 
Circuit  court. 
County  court 
war  militia  roll,  53 
Claim(s) 

allovred  by  board  of  super- 
visors, 2,  13 
against  county,  12,  96 
against  estates,  96,  118, 

140,  143 
highway,  67,  252 
Clark,  John  A.,  _9 
Clerk(s) 

county,  see  County  clerk 
of  courts,  see  under  name  of 
specific  court 
township,  accovmt  book,  (coun- 
ty poor  farm),  8 
Cognovit,  judgment  on,  156 
Collection  of  taxes,  see  Tax 
Collector(s) 
coxmty 

accounts  with  county  treas- 
urer, 194 
books  (lists  of  taxable 

property),  31  • 
duties  and  functions  of,  100, 

lOl 
ex-officio  town  collector,  lOd 
reports,  212 
township 

accounts  with  county  treas- 
urer, 197 
bonds,  register  of,  61 
county  collector  ex-officio 
tovmship  collector,  100 


-  131  « 


Subject  Index 


(Col-Cou) 


Colleotor(s) 

tofwnship  (continued) 
duties,  101 
Common  law,  see  Circuit  court; 

County  court 
Complaint  docket,  192 
Confession,  judgment  by- 
fee  book,  168 
record 

circuit  court,  150 
co\jnty  court,  94 
Conservator  (s) 

See  also  Estate;  Guardian/  In- 
sanity;  Probate  court 
bonds,  67,  116 
docket,  139 
fee  book,  145 
letters,  116 
oaths,  116 
petitions,  116 
reports,  134 
Constables*  bonds  and 
oaths,  42 
Construction,  see  CJourthouse; 

Highway 
Contracts 

construction,  highvjay,  241, 

244 
courthouse  and  jail,  2 
Conveyances 
See  also  Deeds;  Mortgages 
entry  book  of,  68,  69 
Coroner (s) 

bond  and  oath,  94 
deputies,  see  D'eputy 
duties  and  powers  of,  20,  94,  _95 
first  incumbent,  9 
inquests,  188,  189 
office,  25 
papers,  1^9 
Correspondence,  see  Letters 
Cost,  court,  see  Fee  book  under 
name  of  specific 
court 
County  board  of  supervisors,  see 

Supervisors 
Coimty  clerk(s) 
accounts 

with  physicians*,  65 
with  registrar  of  births 

and  deaths,  64 
bond  and  oath,  39 


County  clerk(s)  (continued) 
correspondence,  18 
deputy,  see  Deputy 
duties  and  powers  of,  39»«45 
ex-officio  clerk 

of  county  board  of  super- 
visors, 34,  35 
of  county  court,  20,  63 
of  probate  court,  20,  71 
miscellaneous  files,~^7 
office,  25 

receipts  and  expenditures,  63 
reports  to  auditor,  66 
County  collector,  see  Collector 
Coimty  commissioners,  see 

Commissioners 
County  court 
clerk  of 

duties,  £0,  63,  64 
dockets 

common  law  and  criminal,  101 
execution,  105 
feeble-minded,  107 
insanity,  106 
judge's,  102 
judgment,  104 

and  execution,  103 
justice  of  the  peace,  108 
establishment  of,  58 
fee  books  (coiirt  cos'ts) 
common  law,  109,  110 
criminal,  110 
files,  67,  97 

index  to,  93,  98 
jurisdiction  and  functions 

of,  20,  58-65 
records 

bail  bond,  112 
claim,  96 
confession,  94 
default,  94 

delinquency  and  dependency,  94 
fine  and  forfeiture.  111 
index  to,  95 
mothers'  pension,  114 
naturalization,  115 
probation,  113 
County  court  docket,  101 
County  farm,  soo  County  home 
County  funds,  see  Funds 
County  home 
See  also  Public  vrelfare;  Relief 
account  book,  8 
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Subject  Index 


(Cou-Dog) 


County  hone  (continued) 
description  of,  25 
functions,  21,  22 

and  i!TanageirienT~of ,  118 
ledger,  264 
register,  263 

superintendent,  see  Super- 
intendent 
County  nurse 

appointment  of,  119 
duties  of,  119,  120 
health  records,  265 
office,  27 
Coittity  offTcers,  see  Officers 
County  offices,  see  Offices 
County  orders,  se'e'  Orders 
County  seat  chosen,  9 
County  superintendent  of  high- 

imys,  see  Super inten- 
dent 
County  superintendent  of  public 

•welfare,  see  Superintendent 
Cotmty  superintendent  of  schools, 

see  Superintendent 
County  surveyor,  see  Surveyor 
County  treasurer,  see  Treasurer 
County  •warrants,  see  Warrants 
Court,  see  Circuit;  Commissioners, 

County;  County;  Probate 
Courthotise 

buildings  used,  9,  25 
contracts  for  construction,  2 
description  of,  25 
offices  in,  25-27" 
Criminal,  soo  Circuit  court;  Coun- 

ty  court;  Probation 
Crow  bounty,  210 
Crusher  records,  high-way,  242 

Daggett,  Orleans,  9 

Damage  suits,  proceedings  in,  153 

Day  book,  board  of  supor*- 

visors,  13 
Death(s) 
Sco  also  Vi-bal  s-batistics 
reports,  coimty  clerk's  ac- 
counts of,  64,  65 
treasiirer*s  record  of,  201 
De  bonis  non,  see  Admiaiistrator 
Declaration  of  "intention,  see 
ITatura  liza  ti  on 


Decree (s) 
See  also  Orders,  court 
in  claims  against  estates,  118 
for  sale  of  property  (pro- 
bate), 129,  130 
Dedication  of  right  of  •way, 

86,  244 
Deeds 
See  also  Conveyances 
Chicago,  riilv/aukee,  and  St, 

Paul  railroad,  75 
grantor-grantee  index  to,  70 
master^s,  76 
miscellaneous,  71 
quitclaim,  74 
trust,  73 
Default 

fee  book,  167 
records 

circuit  court,  150 
coun^by  court,  94 
Delinquent  children,  see  Juvenile 
Delinquent  taxes,  see  Tax 
Dentists'  certificates,  register 

of,  46 
Department  of  public  vrelfare. 
County,  see  Public 
■ivelfare 
Dependent  children,  see  Juvenile 
Deputy 

coroner,  95 
county  clerk's,  39 
recorder,  52 
sheriff,  91 
DisbursenenTs,  see  Receipts  and 

expenditures 
Discharge 

of  prisoners,  certificates 

of,  175 
of  soldiers,  83 
Distributive  fund,  see  Funds 
Districts,  school,  see  School 
Divorce  record,  150 
Dockets 

court,  see  under  name  of 

specific  court;  also 
\ander  title  of  docket 
of  amounts  -ivanted,  22 
Doctor,  see  Physician 
Dog  licenses,  56 

assessor's  record  of,  191 
fund,  sec  Funds 
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Subject  Index 


(Do-UFin) 


Doty,  Janes  Duane,  8 
Douglas,  Stephen  A,"  10 

Earnings  and  expenditures,  see 

Receipts  and  expenditures 
Education,  see  School 
Election(s) 

abstract  of  votes,  67 
board,  23,  61,   62 
judges'  book,  57 
jurisdiction 

circuit  court,  79 
county  court,  6T7  62 
non-high  School,  226 
petitions,  high  school,  235 
poll  books,  59 
precincts,  establishment 

of,  2 
returns,  57 

voters,  register  of,  58 
Engineer,  highvray  field  books,  255 
English  sparrovre,  bounty  on,  211 
Entries  of  land  conveyances, 

68,  69 
Epley,  C.  G„  10 
Errors  in  taxa'^on,  see  Tax 
Estate  (s) 
See  also  Administrators;  Con- 
servators;  Executors; 
Guardians;  Probate  court; 
Real  estate;  "lYills 
appraisals,  116,  117 
claims  against,  96,  113 

docket  of,  143 
docket,  142 
funds,  see  Funds 
invento'Hes  of,  116,  117,  125 
papers,  116 

sale  of  -  property,  117 
Estray 

papers,  67 
record,  54 
Evidence,  certificates  of,  183 
Examinations 

Annapolis  Ilaval  Academy,  227 
pupils,  see  Pupils 
teachers/  see  Teachers 
Examiner  of  the  blind 
appointmen.t,  22 
duties,  _21,  2T" 
Execution 
dockets 

circuit  court,  164 


Execution 

dockets  (continued) 

county  court,  103,  105 
sheriff's,  184 
praecipes  for,  100 
■writs  of,  185 
Executor(s) 
See  also  Administrator;  Estate; 
Probate  court;  TiTills 
bonds,  116,  123 

additional,  124 
letters,  116,  117,  123 
oaths,  116,  123 
petitions,  116,  123 
record  (bonds,  letters,  oaths, 
petitions),  123 
reports,  117,  133 
Exhibits,  circuit  court,  183 
Expenditures,  see  Receipts  and 

expenditures 
Expense  book,  school,  239 
Explanatory  notes  to  inventory, 

29,  30 
Extensions,  chattel  mortgage,  79 

F^rvrell,  Gustavas  A,,  10 
Fee  boolis 

court,  see  under  name  of  specific 

court 
guardians*  and  conservators', 

145 
Feeble-minded  docket,  judge's, 

107 

Fees 

See  also  Accounts;    Cash;   Funds; 
Receipts  and  expend- 
itures 
for  birth  and  death  reports, 
64,   65,   201 
register  of,    county  clerk's, 

63 
state's  attorney's  report  of, 

169 
vd-tness,    110,    144 
Ferry  licenses,   rates   of,    2 
Field 

book,   highvray,    255 
notes,    surveyor's,   262 
•^\nal  papers,   see  Certificates 
under  Na-bviralization 
Finance   committee,   board  of 
supervisors,   14 
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SubJGot  Index 


(Fin-Hig) 


Fioancial  records,  see  Ac- 
counts »  Cash;  Feesj 
Funds;  Receipts  and 
expenditures 
Fines 

record  of,  county  court.  111 
state *s  attorney's  report 
of,  169 
Forbes,  Isaac,  9 
Forfeiture     ~ 

records,  county  court.  111 
state's  attorney's  report 
of,  169 
Fowler,  James  IT,,  9 
Freeport,  city  of 

articles  of  incorporation,  2 
chosen  as  county  seat,  9 
plats  and  surveys  of,  91 
Funds 
See  also  Accovints;  Cash;  Fees; 

Receipts  and  expenditures 
bridge,  vrarrants  on,  253 
county 

accoimt  of,  treas\irer»s,  203 
appropriation  ledger,  202 
distribution  (distributive), 
school,  213 
receipts  for,  super- 
intendent of  schools, 
238 
dog  license,  208 
estate,  207 

highway,  treasurer's  re- 
port of,  254 
inheritance  tax,  207 
institute,  107,  206,  215 
motor  fuel  tax 

allotnent  of,  247 
vsir rants  on,  253 
pension 
blind,  42 
mothers',  60 
teachers ',"214 
refunding  (tax),  205 
road,  varrants  on,  2  53 

General  index,  county  court,  93 
Goddard,  Bcnjanin,  8,  9 
Grand  jury,  see  Jury 
Grantor-grantee  index,  70 
Graves,  Hubbard,  _9 
Ground-hog  bo^Jiity,  210 


Guardians 
See  also  Conservator;  Estate; 
^Ilinors;  Probate  court 
bonds,  67,  116,  122 

for  sale  of  real  estate,  132 
docket.  159 
fee  book,  145 
ledr-cfy  135 

letters.  116,  117,  122 
oaths,  IIG,  122 
petitions,  116,  122 
public,  20,  70 
record 

(bonds,  letters,  oaths, 

petitions),  122 
sale  of  real  estate,  132 
reports,  116,  117,  134 

Habeas  corpus,  writs  of,  185 
Hanchett,  E,  S.,  _!£ 
Harman,  John  I.  F,,  10 
Hart,  Hiran,  ^0 
Health 

records,  county  nurse's,  265 
services,  21 
High  schools,  see  School 
HiglT:vray(s) 
See  also  Bridges;  Roads 
accident  reports,  241 
accoimts  recei-vable,  248 
bond  register,  16 
claims,  register  of,  252 
commissioners 

duties  of,  112,  113 
reports,  241 
construction 

contracts,  bids  for,  244 
crusher  records,  242 
record,  246 
coxmty  superintendent  of,  see 

Superintendent 
engineers'  field  books,  255 
equipment,  rental  on,  245 
files,  241,  243,  250,  251 
funds,  see  Funds 
maps,  258 

miscellaneous  record,  246 
motor  fuel  'tax,  see  Motor  fuel 
orders.  Register  of,  7 
projects,  ViTorks  Progress  Admini- 
stration, 250,  251,  259 
record  book,  245 
right  -of  -way  committee,  minutes 

of,  244 


Subject  Index 
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(Hig-Juv) 


Highway ( s )  ( cont inued ) 
warrants,  see  Warrants 

Incorporation 

articles  of,  city  of 

Freeport,  2 

certificates  of,  89,  152 
Index 

birth,  36 

to  board  of  supenrisors' 

record,   3 

to  county  court  files,  93,  98 

to  county  court  records,  95 

death,  39 

grantor-grantee,  70 

to  marginal  releases,  72 

natiiralization,    176 

plat,    92 

probate  judgment  docket,  141 

to  tracts,  92 
Indian  warfare  in  Illinois,  5,  i 
Inheritance  tax 

fund,  207 

record,  136 
Inquests,  coroner's,  188>  189 
Insanity 
See  also  Conserrotor 

docket ,  106 
Insolvency  lists,  32 
Institute,' teachers',  107 

fund,  see  Funds 
Intention,  declaration  of, 

see  naturalization 
Invent oryCies ) 

of  estates,  117,  125 

of  personal  effects  of 

deceased,  188 

of  real  and  personal  prop- 
erty, 152 

Jail 
See  also  Prisoners 
committee,  proceedings  of,  15 
contracts,  2 
register,  186 

reports  on,  grand  jury,  150 
Judges 

circuit,  20,  _78 
first  incumbent,  9 
oath,  78 
county,  "21?,  58 

ex-officio  probate 

judge,  20,  59 


Judges  (continued) 
dockets 

circuit  court,  160 

tren.ifer,  159 
county  court,  102 

feeble-minded,  107 
probate  court,  137 

of  guardians'  and  conser- 
vators' oases,  139 
transfer,  138 
of  election,  57 
Judg;ment 

on  cognovits,  156 

by  confession,  94,  150 

fee  book,  168 
by  default,  94,  150 

feo"book,  167 
dockets 

circuit  court,  163 
county  court,  104 
probate  court,  140 
index  to,  141 
and  execution  dockets 
circuit  court,  164 
county  court,  103 
sale,  redemption,  and  for- 
feiture record,  33 
tax  -  record,  33 
Judicial  system  in  county,  20 
Judson,  Cornelius,  10 
Jurors,  see  Jury 
Jury 

certificates,  6,  171,  209 
grand 

register,  170 
reports  on  jail,  150 
lists,  21 

petit,  register  of,  170 
venires,  151 
verdicts,  188,  189 
Justice  of  the  peace 
bonds  and  oaths,  42 
docket,  108 

jurisdiction  of,  20,  59 
probate,  69,  71 
transcripts,  155 
Juvenile 
See  also  Minors;  Pension, 

mothers' 
cases,  jurisdiction  and 

procedure  in,  59,  60 
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(Juv-Nat) 


Juvenile  (continued) 

delinquency  and  dependency 

records,  94 
probation  officer,  see 
Probation 

Kellog,  0.  W.,  4 
Kellog's  Grove,  4-6,  8 
Kellog*  s  Trail,  4,  5_ 
Kirkpatrick,  WilTian,  9 

Land(s) 
See  also  Real  estate 
book,  Stephenson  county,  88 
entries  of  conveyances 

on,  68,  69 
names  of.  Register,  85 
patents,  certificates  of,  87 
taxes  on,  see  Tax 
Laiwyer,  Michael,  10 
Ledger (s) 

appropriation,  treasurer's, 
circuit  clerk's,  181 
county  home,  264 
guardians',  135 
Lee,  Lorenzo,  9 
Letters 

of  appointment  in  probate, 
see  under  title  of 
appointee 
county  clerk's,  18 
superintendent  of  schools,.' 

18,  233 
Le-vy 
See  also  Tax 


certificates  of 
master's,  151 
sheriff's,  81 
License(s) 
See  also  Certificate 
dog,  56,  191,  208 
ferry,  rates  of,  2 
marriage,  42,  67 

record  and  register  of,  43 
applications  for,  41 
professional,  see  under  name 
of  profession 
tavern,  rates  of,  2 
Liens 
See  also  Mortgages 
mechanic' s,  docket  of,  161 
Lincoln,  Abraham,  10 


Maps 
See  also  Plats 
highway,  258 
StepHenson  county,  257 
Marginal  releases,  index  to,  72 
Marriage,  see  Vital  statistics 
Master-in-chancery 
certificates 
levy,  151 
sale,  82 
deeds,  76 
reports,  148,  151 
McAfee,  Samuel,  10 
Mechanic's  liens,  docket,  161 
Militia 
See  also  Soldiers 
roll.  Civil  War,.  53 
Minors 

See  also  Guardian;  Juvenile 
cases,  jurisdiction  and 

procedure  in,  70 
202     Mnutes 

See  also  Proceedings 
clerk*  s,  circuit  court,  146 
county  board  of  super- 
visors', 1,  4,  67 
county  commissioners'  court,  1,  67 
of  right-of-way  committee,  244 
school  board,  233 
Montebus,  John,  10 
Mortgage (s )     "" 
See  also  Conveyances;  Liens 
chattel,  79 

extensions,  79 
uncalled  for,  80 
index  to,  70 
real  estate,  77 
releases,  78 

marginal,  index  to,  72 
Mothers'  pension,  see  Pensions 
Motor  fuel  tax 

allotment  record,  247' 
fund,  warrants  on,  253 

Names  of  lands.  Register,  85 
naturalization 

certificates  (final  papers) 
circuit  court,  177,  178 

index  to  (177),  176 
county  court,  115 
declaration  of  intention 
circuit  court,  178-180 
county  court,  115 
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Naturalization  (continued) 
oaths 

circuit   court,    177-180 
covmty  court,    115 
papers,    county  court,    67 
petitions 

circuit   court,    178,    180 
county  court,    115 
ITon-high-school,    see   School 
Notaries,   Register   of,    45 
Nurse (s ) 

certificates.   Register  of, 
county,    see   County  nurse 


50 


Oath(s) 

of  appraisers',  126 
citizenship,  see  Naturalization 
of  county  officers,  see 

under  title  of  officer 
of  probate  appointees,  see 

under  title  of  appointee 
Office  docket,  judge's, 

circuit  court,  160 
Officer(s) 
county 
See  also  under  title  of 
officer 
register  of,  44 
roster  of,  11-18 
probation,  see  Probation 
school,  list  of,  234 
Offices,  county 

appointive  and  elective,  23 
location  and  description 

of,  25-27 
Official  bond  register,  60 
Officials 
county 
bonds  of,  212 
See  also  under  title 
of  officer 
reports,  19,  212 
Optometry  record,  49 
Orders 
county 
See  also  lYarrants 
cancelled,  9,  67 
highvray,  7,  209 
paid,  212 
register  of 

county  clerk's,  5 
treasurer's,  209 


Orders  (continued) 
court 
See  also  Decree 
in  county  court  proceed- 
ings, 94 
in  naturalization  pro- 
ceedings, 180 
probate,  94,  117 

for  sale  of  property,  132 
probation,  113 
Osteopaths,  register  of,  46 

Parole 
See  also  Probation 
discharge  under,  175 
Patents,  land,  certificates  of,  87 
Pensions 
Sec  also  Public  welfare;  Relief 
blind 

applications,  42 

register  of,  11 
examinations,  22,  42 
record,  11 
mothers ' 
See  also  Juvenile 
applications  for,  67 
jurisdiction  and  procedure 

in,  _22,  60,  _61 
probation  officer,  see 

Probation 
record,  114 
teachers',  214 
People's  cases,  see  Criminal 
under  Circuit  court, 

Coxinty  court 
Personal  property 
See  also  Chattel 
assessments  of,  see  Tax 
inventories  of,  125 
sale  of 
bills,  152 
petitions,  131 

probate  records  of,  117,  131 
taxes,  see  Tax 
Petit  jury,  see  Jury 
Petitions 

for  appointments  in  probate,  see 

under  title  of  appointee 
for  citizenship,  see  Natural- 
ization 
election,  school,  235 
for  judgment  against  prop- 
erty, 33 
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Petitions  (continued) 

for  probate  of  mil,  116,  119 
for  receivership  of  closed 

banks,  154 
road,  241 
for  sale 

of  personal  property,  131 
of  real  estate,  130 
Physicians 

certificates  (licenses),  47 
county  clerk's  account 

vd.th,  65 
register,  46 
Plat (s ) 
See  also  '.'laps 
books,  91 

index  to,  92 
school,  237 
certification  of,  recorder's, 

90 
road,  256 

of  school  districts,  34,  237 
of  village  of  Yello\T  Creek,  91 
Poll  books,  see  Election 
Poor,  see  County  home;  Public 

vrelfare;  Relief 
Pope,  Nathaniel,  7 
Power  of  attorney"  152 
Praecipe 

for  execution,  100 
for  subpoena,  99 
Preston,  Ivliller,  8 
Prisoners,  cotmty 
See  also  Jail 
discharge  of,  see  Parolej 

Probation 
register,  186 
Probate 
court 
See  also  Administrator; 

Conservator;  Estate; 
Executor;  Guardian; 
Wills 
clerk  of,  20,  70,  71 

county  clerk  ex-officio 
_20,  2i 
dockets 

estate,  142 
judge »s,  137 

conservatorship  and 
guardianship,  139 


_-    —   peace,    6"97  71" 
of  vd.ll,    petitions   for,~16"7~119 


Probate 

court 
doc]:ets 

judge ' s  (continued ) 

transfer,  138 
judr-Tnont,  140 
index  to,  141 
foe  books  (court  costs),  144 
files,  67,  116 
index  to,  93 
jurisdiction  and  functions 

of,  20^  _69,  _70 
records 

claim,  118 

decree,  for  sale  of  real 

estate,  129,  130 
inventory,  12  5 
miscellaneous,  94,  117 
sale,  131 
will,  119 
jurisdiction  in  county  court, 

58,  69 
justices  of  the 
of  vd.ll,  petiti 
Probation 
See  also  Pferole 
officers 

adult,  20,  _60,  80,  81 
juvenile 

functions  of,  _20,  _59,  60 
legislation  on  appointment 

of,  _59 
mothers'  pension 

duties  and  powers  of,  21,  22 

60,  61 
papers,  county  court,  97 
record 

circuit  court,  174 
county  court,  113 
Proceedings 
See  also  Minutes 
q£   committees,  county  board  of 

supervisors,  14,  15 
county  board  of  supervisors,  2 
of  courts,  see  Records,  under 

name  of  specific  court 
school  board,  non-high,  226 
Process  docket,  sheriff's,  184 
Public  administrator,  20,  70 
Public  guardian,  20,  7*0" 
Riblic  health  services,  21 
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(Pub-Sal) 


Public  welfare 
See  also  County  home)  Feeble«« 
minded J  JuvBnilej 
Pensions;  Relief 
county  department  of,  21,  22 
Publication,  certificates  of,  241 
Pupils 

examination  records,  223,  224 
graduation  record,  222 
health  records,  265 

Quitclaim  deeds,  74 

Railroad  taxes,  see  Tax 
Real  estate 
See  also  Estate;  Land 
assessment  of,  see  Tax 
deeds,  see  Deed's 
inventories,  125 
mortgages,  see  Mortgage 
sale  of,  117 
bills,  152 

bonds  and  petitions  for 
administrators',  130 
guardians ' ,  132 
dearees,  129,  130 
orders,  132 
taxes  on,  see  Tax 
Receipts 

for  distribution  (distributive) 
fund,  superintendent 
of  schools,  238 
Receipts  and  expenditures 
See  also  Accounts;  Cash;  Fees; 

Funds 
cemetery  association,  20 
circuit  clerk's,  181 
county  clerk* s,  63 
county  farm,  264 
for  estates,  134 
school,  239 
sheriff's,  187 
Receivership  records,  bank,  154 
Recognizance 
bonds,  185 
record^ 

circuit  court,  172 
Recorder (s) 

bond  and  oath,  52 

deputies,  see  Deputy 

duties  and  pcavers  of,  22,  52,  53 

first  incumbent,  9 

office,  26 


Records 

housing,  care  and  accessibility 

of,  25-28 
legislation  concerning,  23 
Redemptions,  see  delinquent 

under  Tax 
Refunding  fund,  see  Funds 
Registrars  of  births  and  deaths, 
count;'-  clerk's  accounts 
v/ith,  64 
Reitzell,  Jolinston,  10 
Release (s) 

marginal,  index  to,  72 
mortgage,  78 
of  quitclaim  deeds,  74 
Relief 
See  also  County  home;  Feeble- 
^minded;  Insanity;  Ju- 
venile; Pensions;  Public 
welfare 
emergency,  fl,   P.  A,,  250,  251, 

259 
Relinquishment,  widow's,  see  Widow 
Replevin,  ivrits  of,  185 
Review,  board  of 

complaint  docket,  192 
duties  and  powers  of,  19,  99 
Reynolds,  John,  5 
Right  of  Vi/ay    "" 

comiiiittee,  minutes  of,  244 
dedications,  86,  244 
Road(s) 
See  also  Bridges;  Highway 
accounts,  245,  246,  249 
contracts,  241 
dedications,  86,  244 
funds,  see  Funds 
petitions , for,  241 
plats,  256 
surveys,  2,  255 
Rogers,  James  J,,  10 
Roster  of  county  oTFicers,  11—18 

Sale 

bills,    152 
certificates   of 
master's,    82 
sheriff's,    81,    82 
of  personal  property,    117,    152 

petitions  for,  131 
of  real  estate,  117 

bonds  and  petitions  for 
administrator's,  130 
guardian's,  132 
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Sale 

of  real  estate  (continued) 
decrees  for,  129,  130 
orders  for,  132 
tax,  see  Delinquent  under  Tax 
Schedules,  tax,  see  Tax 
School 

board,  minutes  of,  233 
bond  issues,  17 
commissioner,  107 
cash  book,  240 
examination  record,  129 
county  superintendent  of,  see 
Superintendent 
districts,  plats  of,  34,  237 
examinations,  see  Pupils; 
Teacher 
high  -  board,  nominations 
for,  235 
institute  fund,  see  F\md 
non-high  ' 

certificates  of  atten- 
dance, 225 
record,  226 
officers,  lists  of,  234 
pupils,  see  Pupils 
receipts  and  expenditures,  238-240 
tax,  see  Tax 
teachers,  see  Teachers 
treasurers '' 
bonds,  236 
reports,  232 
trustees,   see  Trustees 
Selection,  -widows',  see  VJidow 
Sheriff(s) 
bond,  91 
certificates 
of  levj,    81 
of  sale,  81,  82 
deputy,  see  Deputjr 
dockets 

execution,  184 
process,  184 
documents,  185 

duties  and  powers  of,  20,  91,  92 
early  incumbents,  9 
ex-officio  county  "collector,  100 
jail  register,  186 
office,  22 

receipts  and  expenditures,  187 
Smith,  Julius,  9 
Soldiers 
Soo  also  llilitia 
discharge  records,  83 


Special  assessments,  see  Assess- 
ments undex'  Tax 
Specifications  for  county  Jail,  15 
Stallion  oertificatos,  register 

of,  84 
Staters  attorney 

duties  and  powers  of,  20,  95-97 

fees,  _96 

reports,  151,  169 
Stephenson  County 

area,  10 

boundaTTes,  7,  10 

creation  of,  4,  7 

oarly  settlers,  "H 

first  election,  "9 

governmental  organization  of,  19-24 

Indian  ivarfaro  in,  5,  6 

industrial  center,  10 

map,  257 

origin  of  name,  4 

population,  10 

settlement  of,  8 

surveys,  262 
Stone,  Daniel,  9 
Streator,  LomueT  V/,,  9 
Subpoonas 

coroner *s,  189 

county  court,  praecipes  for,  99 
Summonses,  county  court,  97 
Supo  rintendent 

county  homo,  118,  119 

of  highvra.ys.  County 

appointed  by  county  board  of 
supervisors,  112 
duties  and  powers  of,  22,  112 

office,  _27 
of  public  welfare.  Counter,  22 
of  schools.  County 

correspondence,  18,  233 
duties  and  powers  of,  20,  21 

106,  107 
examination  and  certificate 

record,  218 
office  of,  £7 
reports,  228 
visitation  record,  229 
Supervisors  of  assessments  (coim- 

ty  assessor) 
books  (lists  of  taxable  prop- 
erty), 23 
county  treasurer  ex-officio, 

19,  98 
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(Sup-Tea  ) 


Supervisors  of  assossnonts 

(County  assessor)  (continued) 
dog  license  record,  191 
duties  and  powers  of,  98 
Supervisors 
county  "board 
See  also  Conunissioners'  court. 

County 
acting  as  board  of  revf.evv^  99 
clerk  of,  _34,  35 
committees,  proceedings  of, 

14,  15 
day  book,  13 

duties  and  powers  of,  19 
_21,  31-34" 
establishment  of,  32 
first  members,  10 
first  sessions, "To,  32 
meetings  of,  31 
minutes,  1,  4 
proceedings,  2 
record,  2 
index  to,  3 
Support  record,  182 
Surveyor  (s) 
coxmty 

appointed  by  county  board  of 

supervisors,  117 
duties  and  powers  of,  22,  117 
election,  117 
field  notes,  262 
first  incumbent,  9 
oath,  n? 
office,  _25,  £7 
record,  260 
reports,  261 
Surveys 
land,  262 
road,  2,  2  55 

Tavern  licenses,  rates  of,  2 
Tax(es) 

abatement  lists,  32 
assessments 

abstract  of,  27,  67 
special,  for  local  improve- 
ments, 29,  67 
statements  of,  28,  67 
assessor's  books  (lists  of 

taxable  property),  23 
certificates 

real  and  personal  property, 

198 


Tax(es) 

certificates  (continued) 

school,  196 
collection  records 

county  clerk's,  30 

treasurer's,  195 
collector 

county 

accounts,  194 
books  (lists  of  taxable 
property),  31 

town,  accounts,  197 
complaint  docket,  192 
delinquent 

accovints,  treasurer's,  200 

judgment,  sale,  redemption, 

and  forfeiture  record,  33 

lists,  32,  199,  212 

railroad,  200 

redemptions,  33,  67 

sale  for,  33 
docket  of  amounts  wanted,  22 
errors,  32 

inheritance,  see  Inheritance 
lists,  23-26,  67,  212 
motor  fuel,  see  Motor  fuel 
personal  property,  26,  193, 

197,  212 
railroad 

books  (lists  of  taxable  proj>- 

erty),  25 

delinquent,  200 

schedules,  67 
real  estate,  193,  197,  212 
refimds,  205 
schedules 

personal  property,  190 

railroad,  67 

telegraph  and  telephone,  67 
school,  196 
state,  197 

statements,  28,  66,    193 
telegraph  and  telephone,  24 

schedules,  67 
vreinted,  docket  of,  22 
Taylor,  llrs.  Oscar,  4 
Teachers' 

certificates,  218 
credits,  218,  220 
examinations,  219,  221 
institute  records,  215 
pension  fund,  214 


Subject  Index 
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Teachers  (continued) 
permanent  record,  216 
reports,  230 
service  record,  217 
Telegraph  and  telephone 

taxes,  see  Tax 
Timms,  James,  8 
Township     ~" 

assessors,  see  Assessor 
clerk,  see  Clerk 
collectors,  see  Collector 
plan  of  govomment,  9,  10,  32 
treasurers,  see  Trea'sur'er 
Transcripts,  justice  of  the 
peace,  155 
Transfer  dockets 
circuit  court,  159 
probate  court,  138 
Treasurer (s) 
county 

accounts  with  county  funds, 

203 
appropriation  ledger,  202 
bonds,  103 
cash  book,  204 

duties  and  powers  of,  19,  103 
ex-officio  county  collector, 

1£»  _100 
ex— officio  supervisor  of 

assessments,  19,  98 
fund  accounts 

estate  and  inheritance 

tax,  207 
highway,  report  on,  254 
institute,  206 
miscellaneous  files,  212 
office  of,  _26 
receipts  for  state  taxes 
paid,  212 
register  of  fees  for  birth 

and  death  reports,  201 
reports 

annual,   212 
on  highway  fimds,   254 
tovittiship 

bonds,    61,    152 

as  ex-officio  school  treas- 
urer, 236 
reports,  as  ex-officio  school 
treasiirer,  232 
Trust  deeds,  73 
Trustee (s) 

of  cemetery  associations, 
reports,  20 


Trustee (s)  (continued) 
school 

bonds,  106 
duties,  106 
roports,~lQ6,  231 
statements  on  funds,  213 
Turner,  Thomas  J.,  9 

Venires,  see  Jury 
Verdicts.,  see  Jury 
Veterans,  see  Soldiers 
Veterinary  licenses 
record,  48 
recording  of,  43 
Village  of  Yellow  Creek,  plat 

of,  91 
Visitation  record,  superin- 
tendent of  schools, 
229 
Vital  statistics 
births 
See  also  Accounts 
certificates,  35,  67 
index,  36 
register,  37 
deaths 
See  also  Accounts 
certificates,  38,  67 
index,  39 
register,  40 
marriage 

licenses,  42,  67 

applications  for,  41 
record  and  register,  43 

Waddams   Grove,    8 
YiTaddams,  Vfilliam,    8 
Warrants 
See   also   Orders,    county 

bench  and  state,    185 

bounty,   210,    211 

county,    stubs,    10 

highway,    cancelled,    253 
Wiolcham,    John  C,  _9 
Widows ' 

avrards,    116 

relinquishment,  127 

selection,  116,  127 
Will(s) 
See  also  Administrator;  Estate; 
Executor;  Probate  court 

annexed,  see  Administrator 

copies  of,  119,  152 

original,  116 

probate  of,  116,  119 
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Will(s)  (continued) 
records,  117,  119 
Vfilson,  Daniel,  10 
Witness 

affidavits,  151,  152,  189 
in  naturalization  proceed- 
ings,  115,  177-180 
fees,  110,  144 


Work  relief,  see  Emergency 

under  Reldef 
Wright,  Orestes  H.,  _9 
YiTrits 

habeas  corpus,  185 

of  replevin,  185 

Yellow  Creek  village,  plat  of,  91 


umi^a 


